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Dear Patriots, Parents, and Guardians,
On behalf of the entire Jefferson Middle School community, allow me to welcome you to the 2018-19 school year! We are looking
forward to continuing our partnership with returning Patriots and building relationships with those of you new to the Jefferson family.
Please join me in welcoming Mr. Joseph Rodgers as an Assistant Principal. Mr. Rodgers returns to Jefferson following some time in
elementary schools. His experience will be invaluable in helping our new sixth graders transition successfully to Jefferson. We also
welcome teachers David Berg, Lisa Arnold and Silvia Perrera (pending Board approval) and School Nurse Gina Herald to our school
community.
Here are some important dates to consider as we prepare for the coming school year:
Registration Friday, July 27 (8 a.m. to 1 p.m.) and Monday, July 30 (Noon-7 p.m.)
Registration for the 2018-19 school year is set for Friday, July 27, from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. and Monday, July 30, from noon-7 p.m. Many
important things happen at Registration, and all students benefit from attending. We issue class schedules, textbooks, and lockers.
We take photos for the school yearbook and student identification cards. Parents and guardians get to meet representatives from Jefferson’s award-winning Parent Teacher Student Association, and families may order physical education uniforms, spirit wear, and
yearbooks if they wish. All parents/guardians are asked to bring a photo ID as well as two documents showing proof
of residency to registration.
A list of accepted documents is included inside this mailing. Please contact the office if you have questions at 467-4825.
Enrollment questions, including school assignments, homeless families, or those with unusual living arrangements, should be directed
to Fort Wayne Community Schools Student & Family Support Services at 467-2120.
6th Grade Transition Day Tuesday, Aug. 7 (Students 8 a.m.-Noon, Parents/Guardians 10 a.m.-Noon)
Transition Day is a special day for sixth graders and their parents or guardians to prepare for success as students make the move from
elementary to middle school. Please plan to spend the entire time with us. Students will meet their teachers, take a look at sixth grade
coursework, and relieve some of the concerns they might be facing during their transition. Parents/guardians will hear from Jefferson’s administrative and counseling staff on a number of topics, from developmental characteristics of early adolescents to practical
tips on finding success in middle school.
A Transition Day Flyer is attached to this handbook for your convenience. Sixth grade families can also sign up for Transition Day at
Registration or by contacting the school office at 467-4825.
Please allow me to thank you for making Jefferson your school of choice. We are full of Patriot Pride, and I look forward to another
outstanding school year. We have been working hard throughout FWCS to strengthen our curriculum to better support students as
they prepare for post-secondary success. You will see the results of our work throughout our year, but perhaps most notably in our
math program, where we are adjusting our coursework to allow students additional time at the high school level to pursue advanced
courses, including advanced placement and dual credit opportunities!
I encourage you to become involved in our school, beginning with a stop at the PTSA table at Registration. Through working together in partnerships which benefit our kids, we are sure to have a great year!
Yours in Education,
Principal Jeff King

Jefferson Middle School

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM
Mr. Jeffrey King - Principal
Mr. Vincent Murphy - Assistant Principal
Mr. Joseph Rodgers - Assistant Principal
Mrs. Cindi Byler - Administrative Assistant
Mrs. Angie McKay - Guidance Counselor

STUDENT RECORDS
Mrs. Deborah Gaff - Secretary & Registrar….…..467-4825

ATTENDANCE and STUDENT SERVICES
Mrs. Tammy Lonsbury…………………..……. 467-4830

TREASURER
Mrs. Sharron Wilkins - Princ. Secretary & Treas... 467-4826

HEALTH SERVICES
Ms. Gina Herald - School Nurse………..……....467-4832

OFFICE HOURS ARE 7 A.M. TO 4 P.M.

Jefferson: 467-4825

Attendance.............................................. 467-4830

Parents/Guardians may call this number anytime
to report absences or leave information for the
attendance office.
Curriculum Issues:
Curriculum………………………………....Mr. King
Schedules……….. Mr. King; Mr. Murphy; Mr. Rodgers
Textbooks (Lost or Damaged) Mr. Murphy; Mrs. Wilkins
Financial Issues:
Café Accounts......................................Mrs.Austin
School and Textbook Fees .................... Mrs. Wilkins
Library Fines ....................................... Mrs. Birch
Student Issues:
Absences ....................................... Mrs. Lonsbury
Athletics .......................................... Mr. Murphy
Bus Issues ........................................... Mrs. Byler
Concerts ......................... Mr. Adams; Mr. Smekens
Extra-curricular Activities ...... Mrs. Byler; Mr. Murphy
Family Emergencies ......................... Mrs. Lonsbury
General Concerns ............. Mr. Murphy; Mr. Rodgers
Guidance .......................................... Mrs. McKay
Homework request .......................... Mrs. Lonsbury
Lockers .............................................. Mrs. Byler
Lost and Found ............................... Mrs. Lonsbury
Medicine ........................................... Ms. Herald
Progress Reports .................................... Teachers
Transportation ..................................... Mrs. Byler

Registration
** If your student attended Jefferson or one of our feeder schools in 2017-18, he/she
probably has an enrollment packet to fill out here at the school.**
**If a student did not attend FWCS last year, please contact the Family and
Community Engagement Center (F.A.C.E.) at 230 E. Douglas Avenue
467-7250 or Jefferson staff at 467-4825.

All parents/guardians must register the student(s) for school and must have:



A photo ID
Two proofs of residency, such as:
a) Letter or check from any governmental agency
b) Letter from an attorney or court papers
c) Paycheck or Social Security benefits
d) Doctor bill
e) Established bank account statement
f) Utility connect notice or bill
g) Lease printed on apartment complex letterhead

This is a guideline set forth by FWCS. Please contact us if you have any questions regarding this guideline.
Textbook Information - We will issue student textbooks to most students. However, book fee statements will not be issued
until later in the fall. Please direct any questions regarding book fees to Mrs. Wilkins, the school treasurer (467-4826).
Please note: even though all FWCS students receive free meals this school year, you must fill out an application each year to
continue receiving textbook assistance. Applications are available online at www.fwcs.k12.in.us and through the food and
nutrition office on Ludwig Rd.
School Supplies - The district has given us a list of supplies specifically for middle school students. In addition to this school
supply list, a student planner is required for every student at a cost of $3 per student ($1.50 per semester). The planner has
the student’s hall passes printed inside as well. A replacement cost of $1 will be required if the student loses their planner or
damages it before the end of the semester. A free school magnet that shows all FWCS dates of interest will be handed out at
registration checkout.
Bus Information - Information regarding bus stops, pick up times, and assigned bus numbers is handled by our FWCS
Transportation Department (467-1900). Remember, it is wise to report early (at least five minutes) to bus stops!
Breakfast and Lunch - We are proud of the food service we offer our students. We serve a large number of meals and a la
carte items on a daily basis. Our food service staff does an excellent job of meeting the nutritional needs of a diverse group
of students and staff. If you have any questions regarding food services at Jefferson, please contact our food service manager,
Elizabeth Austin, at 467-4842.
Every FWCS student will receive free breakfast and lunch. A la carte items are available at lunch. Offerings vary, but a ½
pint of milk is always available for $.50. Families are encouraged to make deposits on meal accounts the first week of
school and on Mondays throughout the school year for a la carte items. Pre-paying saves the student time in line. This
is a cash/check payment to: Jefferson Middle School. There is also online site through www.FWCS.k12.in.us.
Breakfast is available in classrooms starting at 7:10 a.m. Classes begin at 7:20 a.m.
Yearbook/Student Photo - Students should be prepared to have their yearbook picture taken at Registration. This picture
is used as their school identification card, their lunch swipe card and is their library card too. Students who miss registration
can have their picture taken during retake day in September. Interstate Studios will have the order form. Payment is made
directly to them.

Join Jefferson PTSA!
We are thankful for our PTSA! You will have an opportunity to join PTSA, meet officers, and sign up for committees during registration days. We are excited for the upcoming year & all of the activities that are being planned. Check
us out at registration.
Parents/Guardians should pay the Jefferson PTSA separately from school fees at registration.

Why join?
All student members will be eligible for JMS PTSA discounts on all JMS PTSA sponsored events!
You are important to our school and PTSA; we want to hear your suggestions!
Businesses will have their info included in each weekly email!
Remember to see us at registration! Sign up to receive our emails, meet the officers, and give us your suggestions!

Programs - The PTSA sponsors many different programs throughout the year. The programs include; School dances, Citizenship/Reflections program, Thanksgiving food drive, Donuts with Dudes, Breakfast with Great Gals, March
Madness, Vision Screening, as well as class level incentives, ISTEP+ snacks, special snacks throughout the year, and
more.
Our programs are funded by a fundraiser in the fall and ongoing fundraisers such as Box Tops, Campbell Soup Labels,
Sunbeam Bread Labels, Shoparoo, miscellaneous restaurant nights and other miscellaneous sales.

Facebook Page
Check out our PTSA Facebook page, “Jefferson Middle School PTSA”. The page is active and will have up to the minute
details of activities. Scan this QR code to go directly to the page.

Weekly Email
Do you like to stay connected to what’s going on at the school? Sign up to receive the weekly PTSA email; it has what is
going on at the school as well as current PTSA events. You don’t have to be a PTSA member to receive the email. Sign
up at registration, 6th Grade Transition Day or contact us on Facebook. The PTSA email is Jefferson.ptsa@yahoo.com
or scan this QR code to sign up.

Business Members
A business membership is available for any business. Please check with the PTSA regarding cost. The information for the
business will go out with each email.

SAMPLE ONLY
Order forms are available at Registration
Jefferson Fee and Order Form (2018-19)
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: JEFFERSON MIDDLE SCHOOL
Student Name __________________________________ Student Grade _______
Parent/Guardian Name _______________________________________________
Student Planner (required) ………(free magnet)

$3.00

Please check student schedule before choosing the uniform. Given after school starts.
Physical Education Uniform — Suggested for all P.E. Students (sizes on display)
Youth/Adult Sizes
Shirt (XS S M L XL)
$5.00
_____
Shorts (XS S M L XL)
$5.00
_____
Students must dress for P.E., but can bring shorts/shirt from home. Shorts must be appropriate length.
————————————————————————————————————————————————
Athletic Department (Entrance to all HOME games ($3.00 adults/$2.00 students)
NO PASSES FOR TOURNAMENTS ($5.00 adults/$3.00 students)
Athletic Pass …………… _____ Student(s) ………….

$20.00 ea.

_____

$50.00

_____

BEST DEAL
Family Pass (Up to 6 family members)

————————————————————————————————————————————————
Yearbook
$25.00
_____

****************TOTAL OF ALL ITEMS …………………….. $_________

PLEASE PAY PTSA AND PICTURES TO THEM DIRECTLY
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

These items can be purchased with cash, check, money order or credit card.

THERE IS A $15.00 CHARGE FOR RETURNED CHECKS
There is a $1.00 processing fee for credit cards
*****School

Insurance (not athletic insurance)*****

Coverage plans vary.
Call FWCS Fiscal Affairs for additional information. (467-2035)

ATTENDANCE

STUDENT DAILY SCHEDULE

Good attendance is essential if students are to be successful
to reach their potential. Each day is important for learning.
Additionally, children ages 7 to 17 are required by law to
attend school with few exceptions. So that we may help
your child be successful, he/she needs to be here each day
ready to learn. Additionally, when your child is ill at
school, we will need to contact you. You can help those of
us in the office who care for your sick child by having
current emergency phone numbers on file so that we can
reach you in a timely manner when there is a concern.
1. Parents are asked to report an absence by calling
the attendance office at 260-467-4830.
2. Upon return to school, students should bring a note from
his/her doctor’s office stating the date, reason and duration of the absence.
3. If a student has an appointment during the day, the parent
needs to send a note, or call the attendance line as soon as
possible on the day of the appointment, to let us know
what time he/she will be picked up. When the student
returns, please bring a doctor’s note from the appointment.
4. If a student becomes ill at school and it is determined that
he/she needs to go home, we would like to make contact
with the parents, but we will try contacting everyone on
the enrollment form that parents fill out at registration.
5. Illness of the student and death in the family are considered excused absences. Medical/Dental appointments
and religious instruction are also generally considered
excused absences.
6. Any other excuses for missing school are generally considered unexcused.
7. TRUANCY Any student out of school without the
knowledge and consent of their parents/guardians is considered truant. Also, three unexcused absences are considered a truancy. Upon occurrence of the fourth truancy, the student is designated as a habitual truant and could
be reported to juvenile court.
8. If a student is absent for the following reasons, he/she
will be on the absence list but will be counted present in
all reports of attendance: General Assembly attendance,
Indiana State Fair Education Day, religious instruction by
an approved group, court appearances, buses delayed or
unable to complete the route due to inclement weather.
9. Ultimately, it is the student’s responsibility to
contact the teachers to get missing work, and to
complete the work within the allowed time.
However, please work with your student to
complete missing work.

Students’ school hours are 7:20 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. Students
may enter the halls at 7:10 a.m. Students entering the
building must be in the designated area for supervision.
Breakfast will be served at 7:20 a.m. in the classroom.
Students are dismissed at 2:15 p.m. and are expected to
leave the building by 2:25 p.m. unless they are remaining for
a school activity or they have been requested to stay by
school staff. No student should be in the building or on
school grounds unless under adult supervision.

Tardy to School
Students arriving after 7:20 a.m. must report to Student Services. Repeated tardiness will result in disciplinary consequences.
Students are not counted as tardy if their bus is late.

Tardy to Class
Tardiness to class will be handled by the individual teacher.
Students who are repeatedly late to class will be subject to
disciplinary action through the office.

Passing Time
Students are allowed passing time between classes. This is
sufficient time to take care of restroom and drinking fountain
needs. Students need to plan accordingly. Students should
plan to use the scheduled locker stops. Students should
plan ahead and take books for two or three classes
at a time.

Leaving During the School Day
Students may not leave the building during the school day
without prior permission. To be released for an
appointment, a student should give a written excuse from
the parent/guardian to Student Services before 7:15 a.m.
When picking up a student for appointments or illness,
please report to the Main Office/Student Services.

Security
Safety is a priority at Jefferson Middle School. After the
school day begins, the only entrance is through door #1.
Students will not be released to leave school with
unauthorized individuals. Students will only be released to
individuals who have legal custody unless previously
arranged through the administration.

Entering and Leaving Building
The doors are open at 7:10 a.m. After the school day has
ended, students are only permitted to remain in the
building when attending/participating in a school
sponsored event. Otherwise students are to be out of the
building by 2:25 p.m. or under adult supervision.

visitors
Parents/Guardians are encouraged to visit Jefferson. All
classroom visits must be pre-arranged with the administration and classroom teacher. Please call ahead. Other than
adults, visitors are not permitted unless specially arranged
with the administration. All visitors must stop by the main
office to get a visitor’s pass.
Before entering the building, please use the speaker/buzzer at Door #1. State your name, your
child’s name, and the reason for your visit.
Safety is important to everyone at Jefferson Middle School.

Gym Bags or Book bags
Students may carry backpacks, book bags and purses to and
from school. These items must fit and be stored in the student’s locker. Backpacks, book bags and purses are not permitted in the classroom.

WITHDRAWING FROM SCHOOL
Parents/Guardians planning to withdraw the student from school
should contact the office at least one day before withdrawal. All
textbooks must be turned in to the office on the day of withdrawal and fees/fines still owed to the school need to be paid at
this time.

School Emergency Procedures
By law, emergency drills are scheduled throughout the
year. It is very important that students know and obey all
rules and regulations concerning the various emergency
drills: fire, tornado, lockdown and evacuation. Be alert, be
quiet, and follow all instructions. Consider each drill as the
real thing! Your life and the lives of others may depend upon everyone’s alert cooperation.

Cell Phone/personal electronic
Device Policy
Cell phones/personal electronic devices are not permitted
for use at school anytime during the school day or after
school in the building. Cell phones/devices are to remain in
lockers or out of sight and turned off during school hours
7:20 a.m. - 2:15 p.m.
FWCS policy is: Use of all cell phones or electronic
devices during school hours or on the bus is not
allowed withought FWCS administrative permission. Schools are not responsible for lost, stolen or
damaged electronic devices.

Use of these devices during the school day typically
causes disruption to the school environment and
violates the FWCS Code of Conduct.

Lockers
The school provides lockers as a service to students. Each
student will be assigned a hall locker and some students will
have a gym locker or music locker as well. Students should
protect their personal belongings by keeping them securely
in their locker. It is important that
students and parents realize that
these lockers should not be used
for the storage of expensive items
or items that are of danger or nuisance to the student or to others.
Students who lose a gym padlock
will be assessed a replacement fee.
Locker combinations are changed
to a different series every year.
Students will be assigned only one hall locker per year. New
lockers are generally not available.
Student possessions should always be locked in lockers. Never leave your items unattended.
School lockers are the property of FWCS and are subject
to administrative search if there is any reasonable suspicion. Students are responsible for any items found in
their locker.
Do not give your locker combination to anyone at any
time (except your parent/guardian).

**FWCS will not assume
responsibility for lost/stolen items.**
School Conduct
Jefferson takes pride in its learning environment! In order to
provide a safe and secure school, FWCS has established a
behavior code for all students. This code is contained in the
FWCS Code of Conduct 2018-19. Additional expectations can
be found in this handbook (which every student is required
to have). Please review these documents with your student
(s).
The Jefferson family is committed to creating an
environment in which all students learn and achieve at high
levels. Misbehavior will be addressed in a firm, consistent
manner through FWCS and Jefferson Middle School policy.
Any questions regarding student conduct can be referred to
our Assistant Principals (Mr. Murphy and Mr. Rodgers).

CR-PBIS
Culturally Responsive Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports (CR-PBIS) is an approach to promote
positive behavior in our school. Using CR-PBIS increases
academic performance, decreases disruptive behavior and
establishes a positive school culture. Understanding
cultural differences in our students helps us to better
understand “where they’re coming from” when a
behavioral issue occurs at school.
As always, an orderly learning environment is important
in our school. CR-PBIS will help us in this effort. This
approach can be applied to include a continuum of
supports and interventions. Once behavior is better
understood, it is possible to develop responses and
interventions that are more effective and focus on
prevention of the behaviors. You will hear more about
CR-PBIS as the school year begins.

After School Activities/Clubs
Being involved in extracurricular activities is an important
part of school. Club membership is open to all eligible
students. A wide variety of clubs are available during the
school year. Clubs may include: Art Club, Anime Club,
Chess Club, Spell Bowl/Academic Super Bowl Teams,
and more. Information regarding these clubs is provided
through posters, flyers and announcements.

Sports
FWCS has a wide array of athletic teams.
Fall Sports – Cross Country for boys and girls - Football for
boys - Volleyball for girls.
Winter Sports – Basketball for boys and girls.
Spring Sports- Track and Field for boys and girls - Soccer for
boys and girls.
Cheerleading runs during fall and winter sessions.

Eligibility Policy
Students who wish to participate in extracurricular
activities will be held to the same expectations as athletes.
Any student who receives an “F” on a report card will be
declared ineligible to attend sporting events or participate
in clubs, intramurals, dances and other after-school
activities during the following nine-week period.
At Jefferson we certainly do not want to limit a student’s
participation in after-school activities. However, it is our
responsibility to stress the importance of good grades and

to do all we can to encourage students to make their
education a very high priority. Students can make
arrangements with teachers for after school help on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.

Physicals & Insurance
FWCS strongly urges students to have a current physical
exam completed before the start of the school year. All
students interested in participating in sports will be
required to have a physical before practice and
competing. These forms are available at the school and on
the FWCS Website. FWCS may offer optional student
insurance for purchase. The fee is explained on the
envelope provided by the insurance company.

Athletic Information
The foundation for a good sports program relies on
committed student athletes, sound coaching and
organization, plus great support from home and school.
We are proud of the strong history of Jefferson athletics
and look forward to an outstanding year for the Patriots!
Participation in athletics in FWCS middle schools is a
privilege, and we remind prospective athletes that
“student” comes first in the term “student athlete”. We
expect our student athletes to represent themselves, their
families, and their school in a responsible fashion.
Academic eligibility rules are enforced. It is a privilege to
be a Patriot.
In the fall, we offer football for boys, volleyball for girls,
and cross country for boys and girls. In the winter,
basketball is offered for boys and girls. In the spring,
track and soccer are available for boys and girls.
Cheerleading runs during fall and winter sessions.
No practices or try-outs will be held prior to the
beginning of school. Try-out and practice information for
sports, including 6th grade cheerleading, will be
advertised through the school’s daily announcements.
Students must have completed parent/physician
slips (physicals), concussion awareness
information, and the Code of Conduct form
prior to beginning football practice. Students on
other teams are not required to submit these
items until teams are selected, but we strongly
suggest taking care of these requirements as soon
as you can.
Coaches and school administration will provide rules and
guidelines as teams are selected. Remember, at Jefferson,
we strongly emphasize the “student” in student athlete!

IHSAA PHYSICAL FORMS ARE AVAILABLE AT REGISTRATION FOR YOUR
CONVENIENCE

CLINIC INFORMATION
Immunizations/Medication at School - Indiana State
Law has been changed to increase the immunizations
required for students to attend school. We are required to enforce those regulations. If you have questions, please contact your physician or the school nurse,
Gina Herald, at 467-4832. As always, we appreciate
you providing any update(s) to student immunization
records. You may bring this with you to registration.
Attendance and Illness - Good attendance is essential
if students are to be successful to reach their potential.
Each day is important for learning. Additionally, children ages 7 to 17 are required by law to attend school
daily with few exceptions. So that we may help your
child be successful, he/she needs to be here every day
ready to learn. Additionally, when your child is ill at
school, we will need to contact you. You can help us
by having current emergency phone numbers on file so
that we can reach you in a timely manner when there is
a concern.

Is My Student Too Sick for School?
Fever - Fever is a common symptom of viral infections
such as influenza. Please keep your child home if your
child has a temperature of 100 degrees or higher. Encourage your child to drink plenty of non-caffeinated beverages. If symptoms worsen, change, or last longer than
72 hours, your child should see their doctor. Students must
be fever free for 24 hours (without medication) before returning
to school.
Mild Cough/Runny Nose/Headache - If there’s no
fever, vomiting or diarrhea, students are fine to come to
school.
Severe (Disruptive) Cough/Cold Symptoms - Students
with severe/disruptive coughs should see their doctor.
The illness could be a cold or possibly bronchitis, flu, or
pneumonia. If one of these is the cause, the doctor will
give orders regarding when your child may return to
school.
Sore Throat - A minor sore throat is often due to allergies or sinus problems. But, a severe sore throat could be
strep; even with no fever. Other symptoms of strep are
headache and stomach upset. Keep your child home from
school and contact your doctor if these symptoms are present. A special test is the only way to determine whether
your student has strep throat. Students with strep throat
may return to school 24 hours after antibiotic treatment
begins.

Diarrhea or Vomiting - Keep your child home until the illness has run its course; usually 24 hours after the last episode
(without medication).
Earache - Your child needs to be seen by a doctor if he/she is
complaining of an earache.
Pink Eye (Conjunctivitis) - If your child experiences tearing,
irritation, redness, pus or mucus from the eye, he/she needs
to see a doctor. He/She may return to school with doctor
permission; usually after using antibiotic eye drops for 24
hours. Conjunctivitis is contagious and, therefore, needs to be treated
right away.
Long Term Illness/Chronic Illness - If your student has a
chronic medical condition, please contact the school nurse at
467-4832.The nurse can help with coordination and accommodation of medical needs while your student is out of
school.
It is very important that your student make up any missing
course work. Teachers will work with you and your student.
Homework may be requested after the second day of absence
by contacting our Student Services office at 467-4830.

Illness at School
If your student becomes ill at school, it is very important
that he/she come to the clinic to speak with the nurse or
trained staff who will contact you if the situation calls for it.
Students who call from the classroom or a cell phone create
confusion causing your ill student to get home in a timely
fashion more difficult. This is also a safety issue; the office
staff needs to be aware of who is coming and going in the
building and the reason they are here. If your child contacts
you indicating they are ill and you do not speak with a
staff member, please tell them to go to the nurse or Student Services so we can help them.
Daily and/or Over-the-Counter Medications - The
school does not keep a stock supply of any medications. If
you feel your child needs one of these medications, a signed
medication permit must be filled out and the student or a
parent/guardian must bring the medication to the clinic. Per
FWCS policy, students are not allowed to carry medication
on their person unless a doctor’s note is on file. ALL medication must come in the original box or container with your
student’s name and dosing requirements on the label.
Lift Key and Extra Time between Classes - If your student requires the use of crutches or has an injury requiring use
of the lift, a physician’s note or prescription is required. If
students come with a prescription, they will have access to the
lift and be allowed extra time during passing period to get to
class. The student will be assigned a device daily to operate
the lift. If the student loses the device, a $5 fee will be required.

FWCS CALENDAR

STUDENT SCHOOL HOURS - 7:20 a.m.- 2:15 p.m.
IMPORTANT DAYS
First Day of School
End of 1st Semester
End of 2nd Semester

DATE
August 14, 2018
December 20, 2018
May 30, 2019

SCHOOL CLOSINGS
Labor Day
Fall Break
Release Day P/T Conf
Thanksgiving Break
Reserve Make-up Day
Winter Break
MLK Jr. Day
Release Day P/T Conf
Reserve Make-up Day
Spring Vacation
Good Friday
Reserve Make-up Day
Reserve Make-up Day
Memorial Day
Graduations

DATE
Sept. 3, 2087
Oct. 12, 2018
Nov. 9, 2018
Nov. 22 & 23, 2018
Dec. 21, 2018
Dec. 24, 2018 - Jan. 4, 2019
Jan. 21, 2019
Feb. 8, 2019
March 15, 2019
April 1-5, 2019
April 19, 2019
May 10, 2019
May 24, 2019
May 27, 2019
June 6-8, 2019

*Students attend normal school hours on Wednesday and
Thursday. Parent Teacher Conferences are held in the
evenings. No school for students or staff on Friday.
 1st Semester Parent/Teacher Evening Conferences Nov. 7 & 8. No school on Friday, Nov 9.
 2nd Semester Parent/Teacher Evening Conferences Feb. 6 & 7. No school on Friday, Feb. 8.

HONOR ROLL QUALIFICATIONS
CLASSIFICATION
Highest Honors
Honor Roll
Honorable Mention

GPA RANGE
4.00 - 4.33
3.67 - 4.00
3.33 - 3.67

FWCS GRADE SCALE

LETTER GRADE
A+
A
AB+
B
BC+
C
CD+
D
DF

PERCENT
98 - 100
95 - 97
93 - 94
90 - 92
86 - 89
84 - 85
81 - 83
77 - 80
75 - 76
73 - 74
71 - 72
70
69 and below

GPA
4.33
4.00
3.67
3.33
3.00
2.67
2.33
2.00
1.67
1.33
1.00
0.67
0.00

REPORT CARD GRADES
Report cards are issued every nine weeks. Student
grades are based upon what the student can demonstrate
she/he has learned. Students are provided interim
grades near the halfway point of the nine week grading
period. Interim reports and grade cards are sent home
with students or may be distributed during Parent/
Teacher Conferences.

Date of Grade Period
Aug. 14—Oct. 11
Oct. 15 - Dec. 20

Interim Report
Sept. 14
Nov. 8
(At Nov. conf.)
Jan. 7 - March 14
Feb. 6 & 7
(At Feb. conf.)
March 18 – May 30
April 20
*Parent Teacher Conferences

Distribution of Grades
Nov. 7 & 8 *
Feb. 6 & 7*
March 29
June 15

Parents are encouraged to attend Parent/Teacher
Conferences to give the opportunity to communicate
with teachers. Parents can access their students’ grades,
attendance records, assignments and more through the
Pinnacle Internet Viewer. If you experience any issues
logging on or using Pinnacle, please contact Rebecca
Ridley in the FWCS Technology Dept. @ 467-2160.

JEFFERSON Fight Song
FIGHT, FIGHT FOR JEFFERSON
ON TO VICTORY
WE WILL CHEER YOU MIGHTY PATRIOTS
EVER FAITHFULLY!
MARCH EVER ONWARD
BLACK AND ORANGE WILL WIN

PATRIOT MISSION
WE EDUCATE ALL STUDENTS TO HIGH
STANDARDS.

The students and staff at Jefferson
are known as the Jefferson Patriots.
School colors are Orange and Black

Important Links
FWCS Internet home pages
www.fwcs.k12.in.us
www.fortwayneschools.org
FWCS Facebook page
http://www.facebook.com/weareyourschools
FWCS on Twitter
http://twitter.com/FtWayneCommSkls
FWCS YouTube Channel
www.youtube.com/user/
FWCommunitySchools#p/a
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/STUDENTS
Edmodo login
http://fwcs.edmodo.com
Study Connection home page
http://studyconnection.fwcs.k12.in.us
Homework help
http://www.fwcs.k12.in.us/curriculum/
academichelp.php
Student - Parent Handbook
www.fwcs.k12.in.us/StudentServices/
CurrentHandbook.pdf
Emergency information
www.fwcs.k12.in.us/admin/emergency.php
School late bus status
www.fwcs.k12.in.us/schools/schoollist.php
260.467.2009 Phone help in three languages
www.fwcs.k12.in.us/contact/InfoLine.php
Middle school supplies list
www.fwcs.k12.in.us/back_to-school.php
FWCS online book fees payment Web site
http://fwcs.revtrak.net/tek9.asp
FWCS Nutrition Services - menus, free/reduced info, online meal
payments
http://foodservice.fwcs.k12.in.us
School menus, this month and next
http://foodservice.fwcs.k12.in.us/menus.php
MySchoolBucks online meal payment
https://www.mySchoolBucks.com
Health Services - forms, care plans, permits, health information,
MRSA, etc.
http://www.fwcs.k12.in.us/HealthServices

Athletics

MSAC

FWCS Middle School Athletics is open to all eligible 6th, 7th, and 8th grade
students. Details about try-outs and practices are available throughout the
school year. An athlete is first and foremost a student.
Athletic programs offered at most of the FWCS Middle Schools are as follows:
Fall:

Boys/Girls Cross Country, Football, Girls Volleyball, Cheerleading

Winter: Boys/Girls Basketball, Cheerleading
Spring: Boys/Girls Soccer, Boys/Girls Track
MIDDLE SCHOOL ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

JEFFERSON

KEKIONGA

LAKESIDE

MEMORIAL PARK

MIAMI

NORTHWOOD
PORTAGE

TOWLES
SHAWNEE

To participate in athletics, all students must have the following:
 Signed FWCS Code of Conduct
 Insurance (provided by FWCS)
 Current physical (valid after May 1st of each calendar year)
 Be present at school at least ½ day (3 ½ hours)
 Have ZERO F’s on his/her most recent report card
 Complete ten practices before the first game
The cost to attend an athletic event is $3 for adults and $2 for students grades
6-12. Elementary and pre-school children are admitted free when
accompanied by a paying adult. Ask the school treasurer about the cost
advantage of purchasing an athletic pass for all home events except
tournaments.
All schools offer after school transportation. Detailed information for these
can be found in Student Services.
We encourage participation in extracurricular activities at Jefferson! Eligible
students are encouraged to take advantage of athletics, clubs, dances, and
other special events; participating in these activities allows students to explore
interests not always available during the regular school day and promotes a
positive sense of community in our school. Recognizing this, under the FWCS
Code of Conduct and Middle School Athletic Code of Conduct, students must
meet the following academic and behavioral expectations to be eligible for
extracurricular activities:
Athletics—Jefferson is a proud member of the Middle School Athletic
Conference, whose eligibility policy is explained in detail in the
Middle School Athletic Code of Conduct. Basically, the conference
has a “zero F” rule for team membership and progressive corrective
responses for behavior. The emphasis is on the “student” in our
student-athletes!
Weekday Clubs and Activities—Students are expected to be in good
academic and behavioral standing to participate, identified in the
FWCS Code of Conduct as “…positive for themselves, their
families, their school, and their community.” School staff will
determine eligibility for participation, working with students and
families to address areas of concern as they arise.
Special Events—The school will inform students and families of eligibility
requirements for special events such as dances, parties, and schoolsponsored trips. Generally, these events require a higher standard of
conduct than weekday clubs and activities.

MS DISTRICT DRESS POLICY
Early adolescents grow and develop at different rates, and families have differing views on what is appropriate for
students to wear to school. Our dress policy is designed to be conservative in nature to allow students to safely and
comfortably concentrate on scholastic achievement. Student dress and appearance shall not have a negative effect
on, or be disruptive to, the educational process. School dress policy is in effect at all school-sponsored activities.
Several FWCS middle schools have school uniform policies. Specific guidelines are available at each of these
schools.
From the FWCS Code of Conduct:
Parents and students are expected to display good judgment in making sure clothing and accessories are neat, clean and appropriate
for the classroom. Inappropriate clothing or other attire that may disrupt the classroom is not allowed. Students who are dressed
inappropriately will be asked to change or remove the offending article. Examples include shirts, sweatshirts or other clothing with
slogans, sayings or messages that are solicitous, profane, obscene or advertise such things as beer, illegal substances, etc.; bare-midriff
shirts or blouses, see through clothing and other improperly revealing apparel; apparel representative of or worn in a way to indicate
gang affiliation; and/or apparel depicting derogatory or inflammatory racial, ethnic, religious slogans or symbols or symbols of
violence.


Hats, sunglasses and coats or jackets may not be worn inside the building.



Head coverings of any type are not allowed unless they are worn for religious purposes.



Pajama-type attire, undershirts, slippers or other bedtime attire may not be worn.



Shoes should be worn at all times. Footwear such as slippers, “Heelys” and flip-flops are not allowed.



Halter tops, tank tops, spaghetti straps, muscle shirts or see through tops are not allowed.

It is difficult to create dress policy which predicts fashion trends; judgment regarding what is appropriate for
school will be made by school administration based on conservative guidelines.
The following points of emphasis are included as a result of trends school administration has identified in recent years. It is not
intended to be all-inclusive:
1. NO UNDERGARMENTS SHOWING AT ANY TIME!
2. Backs and bellies must be covered.
3. Clothing with cuts, holes, tears or fraying is not acceptable attire on tops or above fingertip length on shorts/pants, etc. Tights,
leggings and/or shorts are not acceptable to wear under the cuts, holes, tears or fraying.
4. All clothing must be appropriate. No cleavage or undergarments may be visible. Shirts/Tops such as muscle shirts, halters, mesh
shirts, and tube tops are not allowed. Tank tops must meet “three finger” width for straps and cover the underarm area fully.
5. Shorts and skirts must be longer than the fingertips when your arm and hand lay flat against your side (no shorter than mid-thigh
and/or 4-5 inches above the knee). Tights, leggings and/or shorts cannot be worn under mini-skirts to compensate for issues
with length.
6. Leggings and yoga pants may be worn with discretion. However, a separate top must appropriately cover front and back
(fingertip length applies), and the leggings/yoga pants may not be “see through.”
7. Pants, trousers, and shorts must be worn correctly at the waist. Pants and shorts with belt loops must
be worn with a belt. No sagging! Tears or rips above the mid-thigh area are not allowed.

IF YOU THINK WE MIGHT QUESTION YOUR JUDGMENT, THINK TWICE
ABOUT WHAT YOU ARE WEARING. BE CONSERVATIVE!
School administrators will make decisions regarding school apparel compliance per FWCS policy.
Students who come to school inappropriately dressed may not return to the classroom until their attire is
deemed presentable.

Jefferson Middle School

Students & Parents Come Join Us
Transition Day
Tuesday, August 7, 2018
8:00 - 12:00 p.m.
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to
Jefferson Middle School. This is an important transition for you
and your family. While we find this exciting, incoming students
often experience a great deal of anxiety. To ease this fear,
Jefferson is pleased to offer a 6th grade Transition Day. Students
need to be here the entire time. Breakfast will be served to all
students.

 Team Building - Will allow your student to meet

fellow classmates.
 Lockers - Student will be given his/her locker and

combination along with the opportunity to practice
opening.
 Parent Workshop 10-noon

Jefferson Middle School
5303 Wheelock Road
Fort Wayne, IN 46835
467-4825
Jeff King, Principal

Please sign and return

Transition Day
Tuesday, August 7, 2018
8:00 - 12:00 p.m.

Student Name:
Address:

Telephone:
Parent Signature:

Jefferson Middle School

 Student attending only
 Student & parent attending

Fort Wayne Community Schools

Jefferson Middle School
5303 Wheelock Road • Fort Wayne, IN 46835

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Fort Wayne, IN
Permit No. 441

