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Memorial Park Families,
With November upon us, soon we will have our first round of parent-teacher conferences. November 7th and 8th, you will have an opportunity to stop in and visit with each of your
student’s classroom teachers. This is an open-house event that takes place from 3-7 PM in our
gymnasium and cafeteria. Math, Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies teachers will be located in the gymnasium, and our Related Arts teachers will be located in the cafeteria. The
purpose of a conference is to update you on the academic progress of your student and share
strengths or areas needing growth that teachers see within your child. Please utilize this opportunity to connect with your child’s teacher. It is our goal to partner with families in growing our
students!
As you arrive at our parent-teacher conferences enter through Door 5. You will first pick
-up your student’s report card at the welcome table. Additionally, parents and/or guardians
who are present, and have access to educational records, will receive a log-in for your child’s
Power School and Pinnacle accounts. We encourage you to access these accounts regularly for
updates on your child’s classroom activities and their grades. The Power School system is new
to our teachers, but we are learning how to best utilize that platform as a communication tool
for you throughout this year!

Thank you, as always, for all that you do in your child’s education. We hope to see you
at parent-teacher conferences next week!
Sincerely,

Brad Crozier
Principal, MPMS
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November Happenings:

Around the halls...

1st-8th

Madame Biggs’ 2nd year French students have been working on expressing events in the past using passé compose and
how to shop for groceries. “I am so proud of this amazing
group of kids- they always get my day started with a smile,”
says Madame Biggs. 1st year French students are learning
new vocabulary and grammar concepts. Students will start
learning how to talk about leisure activities, likes, and dislikes
this quarter. They are also going to learn about the traditions
of la Toussaint (all Saints Day) which is November 1st.

Scholastic Book Fair– MPMS Media Center
3rd:
FWCS Showcase @ Northrop HS 11am
7th:
Parent Teacher Conferences 3-7pm
Bravas Food Truck 3:30-6:30pm
8th:
Parent Teacher Conferences 3-7pm
9th:
Teacher Release Day– No School
12th:
Veteran’s Day Breakfast 7:15-8:00am
13th:
PTSA Meeting 6pm
21st:

JA In A Day
21st-25th:
Festival of Trees
22nd:
Thanksgiving Day: No School
23rd:
Thanksgiving Break: No School
27th:
Girls’ Basketball vs. Towels @ MPMS
Boys’ Basketball @ Towels
28th-30th:
Dance Troupe Recital @ Northside 7 pm
29th:
Girls’ Basketball vs. Portage@ MPMS
Boys’ Basketball @ Portage

Ms. Keeslar’s 6th graders are learning about eye anatomy &
functions before drawing their own eye compositions! Students also had to mix and paint all of the colors on the wheel
using only primary colors! 7-8th graders are completing still
life projects; students brought in objects for the composition,
and are working together with the table to create a masterpiece! Advanced 7th graders have been working hard on
sculpting their surrealistic busts out of clay. They are learning
about proper clay use and safety, human proportions, and
how to convey personal messages through visual imagery.
In Mr. Schaffer’s Media Arts Class, students wrote scripts
for a video talk show to be performed in the studio. While
one group would preform, the other would operate the studio equipment. 6th graders in Technology Education continued to create board games. Each student is required to use
Word and PowerPoint. When the games are finished, they
will be played by the other teams; the students will also create a video commercial to market their game!
In Mrs. Jauregui’s Speech and Drama Class, students
worked on writing their own free verse poems. Once the poems were finished, they presented their work to the class
while working on voice intonation, where to add gestures,
movement, three points of eye contact with an audience,
and NOT reading straight from the cards! One day Memorial
Park might be known for some well paid actors and actresses!
Mr. Gibson’s 8th Grade Science classes are covering Matter.
They have been studying The Periodic Table of Elements. Students were required to do a research project over the elements—some are on display in the hallway for others to see!
They also covered Chemical Reactions. Students created
online interactives using a function from their online textbooks! Up next for the 8th graders: looking at the oceans and
human impacts on the environment. Cont. on pg. 7
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Veterans Day Breakfast
Memorial Park is going to begin an annual Veteran’s Day breakfast. This
year’s breakfast will be on November 12th from 7:15a.m. to 8:00a.m. in the
cafeteria. There will be performances from both band and choir members.
Each student is allowed to invite one veteran as a guest.
The week before the breakfast, all students will be writing thank you letters
to veterans. Each veteran guest who comes to the breakfast will be presented with these letters.
If you have a veteran in your family who can come, please have your student invite them!

A Note from Nurse Wall (Article Written by Mary Chen)
“Adults stink sometimes. And lucky for you, you’re gradually becoming one! If you don’t stink now, you
might some day, and it never hurts to know why—and how not to stink, should you so choose. So that you
can throw your hands in the air and wave ‘em like you just don’t care.
Actually, sweat itself doesn't stink. But pit sweat, because its in an area that doesn't get much of a breeze,
doesn't evaporate as readily as the rest of your sweat. So, there are some lovely bacteria that love to hang
out in your pits, where it’s warm and moist. Those bacteria break down the sweat that’s sitting in your pits,
and the process makes a stink.
As for why little kids don’t sink but teens and adults do, it’s all about the ‘apocrine glands.’ They live in your
pits and your privates, and they first act up during puberty. They cause a specific kind of sweat that’s more
likely to be made stinky by those bacteria.
Check in next month to find out how to take care of those stinky pits!”

Art Displayed at the Community Center
Memorial Park was invited to display student work at the Fort Wayne Parks and Recreation Community
Center! Ms. Amy Clark and Ms. Nalani Keeslar along with our student teacher, Ms. Cheesbrough, took this
opportunity to display some sixth grade art from the year. They were allowed to submit ten to fifteen pieces of art. Ms. Clark selected Rafael Lopez, Promyse Williams, Paw Say, Lily Ryan, a Brett Cox to display their
art! Ms. Cheesgrough selected Giahan Trinh, Britney Monterroso, Elisha Brown, Emelly Cornado, and Isaac
Cuevas. Of those students, three received the top number of votes! Congratulations to Britney Monterosso, Promyse Williams, and Lily Ryan!
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Bravas at MPMS
The Bravas’ Food Truck made a stop at Memorial Park on
Wednesday, October 24th for staff lunches! Bravas has made
it’s way to many of the Fort Wayne Community Schools in an
effort to give back to the school system. They are specifically
wanting to support the Fine Arts and Arts departments; each
school they visit, they donate back a percentage of their
earnings as well! MPMS will receive a check for $50 to the Art
Department from the month of October. If you missed out on
Bravas on the 24th, do not make dinner plans for the first
night of parent teacher conferences! Bravas will return on
November 7th from 3:30-6:30pm! Fun fact: Bravas owner, Bo
Gonzalez, was once a MPMS Pirate too!

Scary Story Winner Announced
Mrs. Surfus announced the winners of this year’s contest on Halloween! They were:
8th Grade: 1st– Marlena Ames, 2nd– Nation White, 3rd– Annaliese Tester
7th Grade: 1st– Vincent Hood, 2nd– Kate Moor, 3rd– Marcello Cano
6th Grade: 1st– Samara Paige, 2nd-Elizabeth Elzey, 3rd– Lily Ryan
Winners received gift cards to Barnes and Noble provided by the PTA! Thank you to
all those who participated!

MPMS PTSA Fall Dance
The Fall Dance was success! The PTSA had
around 160 students attend. Students were
excited to show off their dance moves and
enjoy pizza after school together! Many students made it known that they wanted a
dance for every season! The teachers
seemed to have just as much fun as the students! Mr. and Sra. Ragon were on the dance
floor showing the students their moves as
well! Thank you to all the parents and staff
who helped create this great experience!
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Chess Club Beginning
Memorial Park’s chess club started Tuesday, October 24th. On the first day of club,
Mr. Whitlock had 43 students attend with more on the way as other clubs finish up!
Members will meet every Tuesday through February. In February, there will be a
chess tournament involving the other schools’ chess clubs. One does not have to
know how to play chess in order to join the club. Mr. Whitlock will be happy to teach
you. If you are interested in joining, please talk to Mr. Whitlock in room 114.

Rise Up Against Domestic Violence Performance
The Memorial Park Show Choir performed in downtown
Fort Wayne, on the Allen County Court House Lawn at the
Rise Up Against Domestic Violence Event on October 26,
2018. They sang the song, “Rise Up” by Andra Day during
the ceremony. Memorial Park eighth grader, Ta’Korei
Moore, expressed, “It was exciting because we got to see
the mayor and meet the mayor, too! We learned that there
are different types of Domestic Violence—and that we can
always stop it from happening, even if it isn't easy. We are
never alone! There is always someone out there to help!”

Meet Mrs. Adrianne McKaig, 7th & 8th Grade Math
Born and raised in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, a small town outside Philadelphia, the Midwest is a new and exciting place to call home. Most of Mrs. McKaig’s adult life has been somewhat nomadic. She attended Samford University in Birmingham, AL, as an English and History major, and she worked there for Time Inc. after
graduation. Her next stop was Chicago, IL where she worked as a nanny. While living in the Windy City, she
applied and was accepted into the Teach for America program. Predictably, she was placed not in Chicago
but in yet another new city – Indianapolis. There, she taught middle school math for two years in the IPS district. She also completed a Master’s in Education at Marian University. After traveling in the fall, Mrs. McKaig
and her husband relocated yet again, this time to Fort Wayne.
All of this moving around provided valuable life experiences that have molded Mrs. M into the person she is
today. Changing backdrops enabled her to better understand what she finds important regardless of where
she is. Becoming a teacher was not really on her radar in college, but she has always had a passion for kids,
for lifelong learning, and for the transformational change that education fuels. Some of her other passions
include reading -- particularly epic novels and literature from a time long ago – calligraphy, film, soccer, and
travelling. She has been to 15 countries, including Cuba, South Africa, and much of Europe! She also enjoys
chatting about music and drinking COFFEE.
Given the focus of her college studies and her continuing love of literature, it may seem strange that Mrs.
McKaig teaches math. She has always, however, loved the challenges that math presents and enjoys helping
students think about the subject in new ways. She is excited to continue her teaching career with FWCS and
looks forward to the new and exciting things happening with the math curriculum. After all the bouncing
around the country and world, Mrs. McKaig is also excited to call Memorial Park and Fort Wayne HOME!
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J A Day November 22
This year Memorial Park’s JA In A Day will be held on November 21st, running from 7:15 a.m. until noon.
For 6th graders, the JA Global Marketplace introduces the global marketplace and the ways in which countries buy and sell from each other. Through completion of this program, students will gain an understanding
of producers and consumers in the interconnected global market. They will analyze the similarities and
differences among countries and the effects of free enterprise.
In the 7th grade, JA Economics for Success enables students to learn about personal finance and their educational and career options. With a focus on their own skills, interests, and values, the students investigate
choices and self-knowledge, decision-making, education and career options, budgeting, credit, and financial
risk. They also apply their knowledge of personal finance as they build comprehension regarding needs versus wants that will result in sound money management, regardless of income.
8th graders will learn about JA It’s My Business,
which provides an opportunity to experience the initial
steps necessary to start a business. New program content
provides an authentic entrepreneurial experience for students, with each session building up to a product-pitch
competition.

A Word from Mr. Maack
“The band department is off to another great start this year! Our beginning band members spent the first
couple of weeks of school trying out the different instruments and discovering which instrument fits them
the best. All students have chosen their instruments and we have settled into a routine. We are hard at
work learning how to produce a quality tone on our instruments as well as learning our first five notes. It is
most definitely an exciting time!
The Intermediate and Advanced Bands are hard at work preparing for their first performances in December.
The Advanced Band already has two pieces chosen for their ISSMA Organizational Festival performance in
March as well. It is nice to be ahead of the game, and we are very much looking forward to a great year of
performances!
Our jazz combos kicked off the year with great performances at The Taste of the Arts Festival in August.
With Big Noise auditions complete, the focus now turns to preparations for our yearly trek to Bloomington,
Indiana for the Bloomington Jazz Festival. This trip is one of the highlights of our year. It is a chance for our
students to get away and have fun with their friends, as well as receive some quality
performance feedback from some of the finest jazz professionals in the country.
Be sure to catch our first round of performances in December. The beginning ensemble perform on Tuesday, December 11. The intermediate and advanced ensembles
perform on Wednesday and Thursday, December 12 and 13. All performances begin
at 6:00pm in the MPMS gymnasium and are usually about an hour in length. Hope to
see you there!”
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Around the halls continued…
In Mr. Whitlock’s classes, all students had a chance to met Dr. Andrew Downs. He is a government professor at (I)PFW. In 7th grade social studies, students finished their unit on Asia—so Dr. Downs spoke to students about current events in Southwest Asia and how it affects us. To wrap up the unit, they spent an entire
week creating a “Kahoot.” A Kahoot is an online quiz. Mr. Whitlock encourages parents to ask their students
to play it at home! He was impressed with what they created! Dr. Downs spoke to the 8th grade classes
about separation of powers in the US Constitution and why the upcoming mid-term elections matter. For the
8th grade, October was all about the Revolutionary War – causes of it, events of the war, and effects. To
wrap up the War, they read a novel titled My Brother Sam is Dead by the Collier brothers. It is a historical
fiction novel about a 12 year old boy who must decide if he wants to support his loyalist father, or his patriot
brother. The decision wasn’t as simple as it sounds. Ask your students about it!
In Mrs. Biggs’ 6th grade World Languages Class, students finished their studies of the French language and
culture in first grading period. Second grading period they are diving into Spanish. They will be exploring
Spanish-speaking countries and their culture. General greetings, numbers, family members and description
words are some of the topics they are going to tackle. Learning about holiday celebrations around the world
is also on the agenda.
In Ms. Lipp’s 7th Grade Language Arts classes, students researched child poverty around the world. Groups
of students researched and chose organizations who fight child poverty—then created a fictitious project
and a fundraiser to finance the project. Next unit, they will be reading the novel, The Outsiders. 8th Grade
students have been reading fiction and nonfiction passaged about different cultural beliefs in the United
States well as across the world. They read different articles and wrote comparisons while identifying central
ideas of both passages. They also created PowerPoint presentations to present to the class. Short stories
begin in the next unit, including a passage from Tom Sawyer and some stories by Edgar Allan Poe!

Cross Country has great finish
Congratulations to members of the MPMS cross country teams for a very successful
season and to their coach, Ms. Ryan. The boys finished in forth place, and the girls finished in third place. While the team did not place as high as they would have liked,
“their placement does not speak for how well the kids performed,” Coach Ryan explained. One hundred percent of Memorial Park’s runners hit a personal record at The
City Meet! Coach Ryan said, “This is every coaches goal, but it rarely happens!” It did
happen this year for MPMS!
We are proud of all of our runners!
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FWCS Showcase
The annual FWCS Showcase will be held this year on November 3rd at Northrop High School between 11
a.m. and 2 p.m. The theme is “See What You Can Do.” The Showcase allows parents and students to visit
various booths and learn what the programs are at individual schools. For 8 th graders at MPMS and their parents it will be a time to see what the high schools are offering because soon they will be selecting the high
school they’ll attend. Memorial Park’s team will be showcasing the many electives that are available at our
school! This year FWCS Showcase will welcome Christiana Danielle, The Voice Top 10
finalist, who is also a Snider High School graduate. She will be doing a meet and greet
from noon until 1 p.m. They day will be full of fun activities and performances for all—
including door prizes, haircuts, manicures, books from united way and performance by
FWCS students.

High School Marching Band Competitors
MPMS students Garret Jauregui, Jackson Prescott, Niza Mancia, Keegan Headlee, and Alejandra Perez competed in the ISSMA Semi-State Competition on October 27th with the Northside Marching Band! The Marching Legends ranked high enough to compete in the ISSMA State Competition on Saturday, November 3rd.
Daniel Gutierrez, a MPMS eighth grader, competes in the Northrop Marching Band. On October 27th, they
competed in the Scholastic Class A State competition—ranking 7th overall!
Congratulations to all of our Marching Pirates!

Scholastic Book Fair up and running
Ms. Cathy Clark is excited to have The Scholastic Book Fair return to the media center
this year! The Fair will run November 1st thru 8th. Students will visit during their Language Arts classes, and it will remain open for family visits during parent conferences! This is a great opportunity for students to learn about new books and create the
perfect Christmas list, while also raising money for the school. The Media Center profits
by receiving new books! Ms. Clark recalls last year’s book fair raising approximately
$800 for the Media Center budget, which is between 50-70 new books for the school
year! Let’s see if we can break last year’s profit!

Academic Spell Bowl begins
MPMS’s Spell Bowl team competed in a scrimmage at Jefferson Middle
School on Oct 16th. Congratulations to Katie Baker & Melanie Reyes for
getting near perfect scores. The team did an amazing job scoring 39
points and placing 3rd overall. They went on to compete in the Regional
Competition at Woodside Middle School on October 30th. They placed
2nd overall after a heated tie breaker! Coach Jauregui expressed, “This
is a rebuilding year for the spell bowl team so kudos to the new members, five 6th graders, that helped lead us to success!” She also wanted
to extend a big thank you to the student’s parents for being so supportive and to Mrs. Saylor for proctoring the meet!
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Brothers to Brothers
“Brothers to Brothers” is a social, cultural, and developmental group for young male
teens here at Memorial Park Middle School . The groups focuses on topics that are
both fun and informative such as:





How to Meet a Stranger/Respect
Fools and Foolish Behavior
Grades, are they important?
How to Tie a Tie



Self-Discipline & Power of
a Positive Attitude
 They Made Me Made Mad
 Peer Pressure.

Brothers to Brothers meets after school from 2:15 p.m. until 4:15 p.m. on designated days. Occasionally they meet off Memorial Park Campus. If you would like your
student to join, you can email david.thomas@fwcs.k12.in.us for more details!
The Brothers to Brothers 2018-2019 group thus far includes: Eric Fikes, Rafael Lopez,
Tonetric Hunter, Brauntae Johnson, Chris Stewart, Deonte and Donavan Williams,
Ke’Shawn Toles, Marcus Cooper, Nazir Kelly, Qualyn English, Carlos Addison, Adrian
Macon, Andray Rogers, BraShawn and Bravon Bassett, DaVon Britt, Diante Miles,
Ivan Hood, Jadis Langston, James Mallory, J Vion Billingsley, Zakariyya Ahmat,
Michael King, and Cameron Martinez.

Ambassadors Named for 2018-2019
The Memorial Park Ambassador’s Club is a community service oriented club that focuses on volunteer service work. Students learn the value of volunteering their services in their communities and abroad. Participants in the Ambassador’s club are directly involved in the Blessings in Backpack program, Annual Food
drives, Great American Cleanup, school service work as needed, and more.
This year’s ambassadors are: Alana Hoffman, Alejandro Toledo-Guzman, Britney Monterroso, Halimah
Dambaszu, Kennedy Reese, Alliyah Pate, Dionnee Driver, Isaiah Robertson, Ja’Kiah King, Jeanelly Hernandez, Kenadie Redmond, Vincent Hood, and Nevaeh Jones.

Thanksgiving Food Drive Underway
The annual food drive is underway and will run thru November 21st. The
Memorial Park Ambassador’s Club conducts the food drive and their goal
this year is 4,000 pounds of food. That might seem unreal, but in the past,
the school has raised 3,000 pounds, nearly filling two vans! The food items
that are donated will go to the Community Harvest Food Bank, who feed
about 21,000 people per week!
The most wanted food items this year are canned fruits, canned vegetables, pasta, noodles, canned tuna,
peanut butter, canned soups, hamburger helper, tuna helper, juice, macaroni and cheese, boxed cereal, rice,
personal care items, and boxed potatoes.
Thank you in advance for your donations for the 2018 Thanksgiving Food Drive!
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