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Message from the Principal: Spring is Coming! 

 

The front entrance and new main office opened up in January, and 

everything has worked out exactly as planned. The entrance is 

much safer for students and families—the best part is the safety 

piece, but we’re also appreciating how bright and spacious the 

new office is, and how smoothly the traffic flows through the 

whole area. The attendance office is now located by the main 

entrance, which is much more convenient for students and 

parents. After seeing the completed renovations, I ‘m eager to see 

the next phase. We’re still on track to be done by the winter of 

2020.  

 

This issue highlights our visual arts department and shows off 

some of the new things we have to offer, thanks to our building 

update. I am continually reminded how lucky I am to have come 

back to Northrop; the staff is remarkable, we have a great student 

population, and we never lack for community support. There’s a 

lot of Bruin Pride out there! 

 

Someone recently asked me when I knew that I wanted to work in 

education; I can honestly say that I decided to be a band teacher 

when I was a senior in high school. I had an awesome band 

instructor, and I’ll never forget the transformational power of a 

great teacher. I have to admit that sometimes I miss having my 

own classroom, but as principal, I get to visit a variety of classes 

and experience a taste of everything Northrop has to offer. 

 

Whether it’s due to a lack of daylight or too much cold weather, 

the 3
rd

 nine weeks is typically a time when grades are a bit lower 

than normal, absences are higher, and even those of us who love 

coming to school are looking forward to Spring Break. Now is a 

good time for students to remind themselves to stay positive, keep 

focused, and find something in life that they’re passionate about 

doing. As the opportunities here at Northrop continue grow, I hope 

we can play a part in inspiring that passion in every student.     

 

 

Sincerely, 

Jason Witzigreuter 
Principal 

 

 



 

 

Mark Your Calendars for these important spring dates! 

 

        Parent/Teacher Conferences ……… Feb. 6 & 7, 5-9 p.m. 

        Release Day P/T Conf.....................Feb. 8 

        Future Bruin/Incoming 9
th

 grade..... Feb. 19, 6 p.m.  

        PTSA.............................................. Feb. 21, 7 p.m.,Bruin Room 

        Barry Ashton Jazz Festival..............March 9 

        PTSA……………………..................... March 14, 7 p.m., Bruin Room 

        Last day of 3
rd

 9 weeks................... March 14  

        Utilized Make-up Day..................... March 15 (regular school day) 

        Spring Craft Bazaar........................ March 16, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

        Preview Concert............................. March 21  

        Spring Vacation.............................. April 1- April 5 

        PTSA……………………..................... April 11, 7 p.m., Bruin Room 

        Cap & Gown delivery...................... April 16, wrestling room at lunch  

        Good Friday (no school)................. April 19 

        Mary Poppins................................. April 24-26, auditorium 

        Student Art Show........................... April 24-26, wrestling room 

        Prom…………………........................April 27, 8-11 p.m., Coliseum Expo 1 

        Reserve Make-up Day..................... May 3 

        Reserve Make-up Day..................... May 17 

         Memorial Day................................. May 27 

        Last Day of Semester 2.................. May 29 

        Graduation……………..................... June 7, 7 p.m. @ Coliseum 

         

*School Makeup Days Priority (for weather related days) 
1. Last day of first semester. 
2. Reserve makeup day. 
3. Last day of the second semester. 
4. Remainder of missed student days not made up by the days listed above shall 

be added to the end of the school year for makeup. 
 

 

 

        Mary Poppins!  

To say goodbye to Northrop’s auditorium before renovation The Performing Arts 

Department will produce the blockbuster musical Mary Poppins.  For the first time in 

Northrop’s history a character will fly.  Mary will enter and exit through the air.  Mary 

Poppins follows the trials of the Banks family; George, Winifred, Jane, and Michael in 

1910 England.  Enter into this an English nanny named Poppins, who talks to dogs, 

floats in the air, and makes medicine taste like candy. Including many of the songs 

from the 1964 classic Disney film and some new numbers as well.  Join us April, 24
th

, 

25
th

, 26
th

 at 7:00p.m. for Mary Poppins—“it will be practically perfect in every way.”  



News from the Nurse 

Seniors: For those of you who still need to get your 2
nd

 Hepatitis A immunization, make 

sure you are scheduling your appointments for 6 months after the first one. Once you 

obtain your 2
nd

 shot, be sure to bring the nurse your record. Exclusion letters are 

starting to go out. If you have any questions, please call Nurse Hope at 467-2321. 

 

Juniors:  You are required to have two Hepatitis A and two Meningococcal vaccines at 

the start of the next school year. Also, it is strongly recommended you receive two 

Meningococcal B vaccines at this time. This may become a requirement, but so far I 

have not received confirmation from the CDC. If you have not started your Hepatitis A 

series, please start now. There is a six-month period between injections. As always, 

once you receive your immunizations, please turn a record into Nurse Hope. 

 

All Parents/Guardians: This is a reminder that your student is not allowed to carry over 

the counter medications or prescription drugs on their person. All medications must be 

kept in the clinic in their original container with the student’s name on it and a signed 

medication authorization form on file with the nurse. The only exception to this rule is 

for Epi-Pens and inhalers that a physician has signed written orders to carry for a life 

threatening Illness. Failure to comply with FWCS Policy could result in disciplinary 

action. If you have any questions, please contact Nurse Hope @ 467-2321 

  

 

Spotlight on Fine Arts:  

Drawing, Painting, Ceramics, Jewelry and Photography 

   
 

   

 

 



Northrop’s visual arts teachers, husband and wife duo John Platt and Angie Smolek-

Platt, plus newcomer Erica Garcia, have an impressive workspace these days, thanks to 

the recent renovation. Each of them is nearly giddy with excitement when talking about 

the new art classrooms and updated equipment now available to Northrop students 

(and, if you’ve ever met John Platt, you know that it’s unusual to describe him as 

“giddy”). Upgrades include large, bright classrooms (with tons of storage), a pug-mill to 

recycle clay, a wheel room, a fully equipped jewelry-making room that rivals what’s 

available at any college in the area, a new darkroom, and much more. 

 

Mr. Platt says the best part of being an art teacher is working with the students. He 

explained, “I have the best kids with the best work ethic, and we have the best room in 

the school. Just look around; I get to work in photography, drawing and jewelry all day 

long.” Mr. Platt’s father was the art teacher at Wayne for twenty-six years; in fact, both 

his parents were teachers there. Mrs. Smolek-Platt was already teaching here when her 

husband joined Northrop’s staff to carry on the family tradition of teaching art and 

working at the same school as his spouse. 

 

Mrs. Smolek-Platt says she loves working with her husband: “It’s actually great. We can 

talk about what we’re going to do in the truck on the way here—like a mini faculty 

meeting on the ride to school. It’s easy to share supplies and communicate about 

work. John’s room here at school is super organized; it’s more organized than the 

garage at home—I do wonder why his room is so organized and our garage isn’t . . .” 

She says she knew that she wanted to be an art teacher when she was in high school, 

but she didn’t discover her passion for ceramics until her senior year. “I didn’t know 

anything about clay—I always did painting and drawing—and I wanted to be more well-

rounded, so I signed up for ceramics. Once I touched the wheel, I knew didn’t want to 

do anything else.”  

 

Mrs. Smolek-Platt’s enthusiasm about working with clay is one reason Northrop was 

lucky enough to gain the newest addition to the fine arts department. Ms. Garcia 

enthusiastically explained, “I originally wanted to be a psychologist for young adults 

but on orientation day at the University of Saint Francis, I changed my major to art 

education. I thought about it for a while beforehand. I had taken the ceramics classes 

here at Northrop with Mrs. Platt, and all I could think was that I wanted to be like her. I 

wanted to make art all day, and help kids through lots of different things. By the first 

art education class, I was hooked. Now, I can't imagine doing anything else but 

teaching art.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Platt and Ms. Garcia are co-sponsors of 

Northrop’s Art Club that meets every Friday 

before school, and some other mornings as 

desired. The club focuses on artistic 

collaboration and promoting student art 

work—one way they do this is by hanging up 

student work throughout the building. 

They’re currently gearing up for our annual 

Fine Arts week March 18 – 22. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northrop’s art students are just as impressive as its staff. In this year’s regional 

Scholastic competition, sixty-two pieces won awards. The Fort Wayne Museum of Art 

displays all Gold Key winners, plus one artwork per student from Silver Keys and 

Honorable Mentions.  

 

Gold Key: 

Kennedy Dowdell, ceramics and glass 

Shaston Jones, photography 

Aithett Nino, photography 

Maggie Panyard, sculpture 

Morgan Thomas, ceramics and glass 

Brianna Wissing, photography 

Jacob Wixom, ceramics and glass 

 

Silver Key: 

Haley Barger, ceramics and glass 

Autumn Brubaker, sculpture 

Sara Colli, drawing and illustration 

Emily Hayden, printmaking 

Grace Horton, ceramics and glass 

Megan Isenbarger, photography 

Tracy Mai, ceramics and glass 

Sarra Mosher, photography (1) and 

printmaking (1) 

Caleb Nichelson, ceramics and glass 

Myanna Patterson, jewelry 

Kylie Roberson, painting 

Roseliana Sharudin, photography 

Morgan Thomas, ceramics and glass (2), 

sculpture (1) 

Benjamin Walley, jewelry 

Brianna Wissing, photography 

 

Honorable Mention: 

Noah Crouse, sculpture (2) 

Matthew Elrod, ceramics and glass (2) 

Elijah Espinosa, ceramics and glass 

Erika Gonzalez, photography 

Megan Isenbarger, photography 

Shaston Jones, photography (3) 

Dakota Mace, painting 

Sarra Mosher, photography (2) 

Caleb Nichelson, photography (3) 

Aithett Nino, photography (3) and jewelry 

(1) 

Casey Pickelheimer, drawing and illustration 

Kylie Roberson, painting (3), drawing and 

illustration (1) 

Jaden Rouch, digital art 

Kevin Ruiz, ceramics and glass (2) 

Aleigha Sweet, ceramics and glass 

Gabrielle Uetrecht, ceramics and glass 

Katana Vongphachanh, photography (2) 

Benjamin Walley, jewelry 

Autumn Weber, jewelry  

Brianna Wissong, photography 

Magdelyn Wyman, photography 

Macey Young, photography (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Art Show 

2D & 3D Artwork – Beginning through Advanced 

 

 When: April 24, 25, 26 (the same dates as Mary Poppins) 

 Where: Wrestling Room 

 

open to students during all lunch mods 

open to public from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
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Dear Graduating Class of 2019, 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Congratulations to the graduating class of 2019 on your academic, athletic, and 

personal achievements over the last four years. Allow me to say that I appreciate 

how hard you have worked to reach this milestone in your lives. As your 

guidance counselor, it has been a privilege watching you mature into the 

amazing young adults you have become today. As you pursue post-secondary 

options, please let me know if I can be of assistance to you. Truly, I wish all of 

you the very best in your post-secondary endeavors. Some of you will pursue 

associate or bachelor’s degrees. Others will pursue technical certifications, join 

the armed services, and others have opted to enter the workforce. Whatever 

pathway you choose, it is my hope that you continue to strive to become the very 

best that you can be. 

  

As your senior year of high school winds down, I ask that you continue to earn 

good grades, demonstrate exemplary behavior, and excel to your full potential. 

As I shared with you at our last class meeting, your leadership as upper classmen 

will serve as a point of reference for our underclassmen. For those of you who 

haven’t passed ISTEP, continue to be mindful of your attendance rate, and the 

online remediation needed to increase your scores in language arts and/or 

mathematics.   

 

In closing, I ask that you remain focused on your post-secondary goals, and 

proceed ahead with confidence. If you have not done so already, please register 

to take the SAT or ACT. If the military is one of your post-secondary options, 

please schedule the ASVAB with a military recruiter. A wise person once said, 

“Success is a journey, not a destination.”  

 

Happy traveling from Ms. Tracy Rozier, Senior Guidance Counselor for the class 

of 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOSTENS THANKS YOU FOR YOUR 

GRADUATION ORDER  

 

If you have any questions or need assistance, 

please contact customer service: 

 

1-800-JOSTENS (567-8367) 

www.jostens.com/contact 

 

http://www.jostens.com/contact


    
SAT TEST DATES (sat.org)  

 

TEST DATE                   REGISTER BY      LATE FEE DEADLINE           SCORE RELEASED 

March 9, 2019  Feb. 8, 2019   Feb. 22, 2019      March 28, 2019 

May 4, 2019       April 5, 2019        April 19, 2019                 May 23, 2019 

June 1, 2019         May 3, 2019              May 17, 2019                 June 20, 2019 

The SAT is offered seven Saturdays per year, and regular registration deadlines are usually about 
3-4 weeks before a test date. For those students who cannot test on Saturdays because of 
religious observance, Sunday administrations are typically offered the Sunday after each Saturday 
administration. Students receiving free book assistance will receive a waiver to the SAT and ACT 
for free. Please see Mrs. Gerber in Guidance for details.  

 
 

ACT TEST DATES (act.org) 
 

TEST DATE                   REGISTER BY      LATE FEE DEADLINE           SCORE RELEASED 

April 13, 2019          March 8, 2019           March 22, 2019              April 23, 2019 

June 8, 2019            May 3, 2019              May 17, 2019                 June 18, 2019 

July 13, 2019          June 14, 2019           June 21, 2019               July 23, 2019 

 
 

Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA) 

(www.fafsa.ed.gov) 
 

 
 

 Completing the Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA) allows you to 

have access to state and federal financial aid, school scholarships and 

grants. 

 The College and Career Readiness Team will assist you and your family in 

completing the FAFSA.  

 
Need Help Completing the FAFSA? 

The Family and Community Engagement will host monthly FAFSA Completion 

Workshops located at 230 East Douglas Avenue from 12:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. on 

the following dates:  

 Wednesday, February 13, 2019 

 Wednesday, March 13, 2019 

 Wednesday, April 10, 2019 

  

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


 
Documents Needed to Complete the FAFSA      

 Student FSA ID number (obtain at fsaid.ed.gov) 

 Parent FSA ID number (obtain at fsaid.ed.gov) 

 Student Date of Birth 

 Month/Year of Parent(s)/Step-Parent Marital Status 

 Social Security Number 

 Asset Information 

 W2’s 

 Child Support Paid or Received 

 Parent(s) Date of Birth 

 

FAFSA TIPS FOR UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH WITHOUT STABLE HOUSING 

*The term “unaccompanied” means you are not living in the physical custody of a parent 

or guardian. The term “homeless” means lacking fixed, regular, and adequate housing, 

including living in shelters, motels, cars, and temporarily with other people because you 

have nowhere else to go. 

 

Question 1: I don’t have a permanent mailing address, because I don’t have a 

stable home. What mailing address should I use for FAFSA?  

 

►Answer: Use an address where you will be able to receive mail reliably. This 

could be the address of a trusted mentor or family member.  

 

Question 2: I have been living with a family member/friend who provides for 

some of my financial needs. Are they considered my legal guardian?  

 

►Answer: A caregiver or guardian with whom you are living with is only 

considered a legal guardian if guardianship has been legally established. If you 

are living with a caregiver, but that caregiver is not your legal guardian, the 

student must answer “no” to this question on FAFSA.  

 

 

Attention Juniors: 2019 Spring Break College Tour 
      

 

For current 11
th

 graders only: please click on this permission slip for complete 

details about the FWCS Spring Break College Tour. In order to attend this event, 

permission slips must be returned to Northrop’s Guidance Office, or the Family 

and Community Engagement (F.A.C.E.) Center, no later than Friday, February 22, 

2019. You can print the form from this link, or you can pick up a paper form in 

the guidance office. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fortwayneschools.org/images/schools/Northrop/useruploads/newsletter_feb_spring_break_college_visits.pdf


 

2019 AP Exam Information  

 

Dear Advanced Placement students and parents, 

 

The year 2019 has begun and soon it will be spring; we all know what the spring 

season brings us—AP exams! In a few short months, your preparation will 

culminate in the excitement of taking one or multiple AP exams. Below you will 

find the AP exam schedule. The Advanced Placement (AP) program and College 

Board sets this schedule, which means Northrop/FWCS does not have any input 

on the days and times of the exams, nor can we adjust the dates and times.   

  

Students will be given registration forms at the end of February.  Each AP student 

must register for his or her own exam(s) during the registration window. The 

registration window will open at 8:50am on February 25 and close at precisely at 

4:15pm on March 22
th

. Each student must turn in a completed registration form 

and exam fee before the deadline to reserve an exam. Registrations WILL NOT 

be accepted after the March 22
th

, 4:15pm deadline for any circumstances! 

  

Exam fees must be paid in full at the time of registration by cash or check. **For 

possible Fee Reductions for students on Free/Reduced Lunch, the student will 

need to make an appointment with Mr. Jacobowitz prior to registration. 

 

 

 

 Date 

Student Arrival 

Time Room 

AP US Government & 

Politics 

Monday, May 6
th

 7:30am TBD 

AP Psychology Thursday, May 9
th

 11:30am TBD 

AP 2D Art Design 

Portfolio 

Or 

AP Art Drawing Portfolio 

Online Submission by 

4pm on Friday May 3
rd

/ 

Physical Portfolio 

Assembly on Friday, May 

10
th

 

Physical 

Portfolio 

Assembly:   

11:30am 

TBD 

AP Calculus AB Tuesday, May 14
th

 7:30 a.m. TBD 

AP World History Thursday, May 16
th

 7:30 a.m. AUXILLARY 

GYM 

AP Microeconomics Friday, May 17
th

 7:30 a.m. TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2019 Commencement Exercise  
Friday, June 7, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 

Mandatory Rehearsal, Thursday, June 6, 2019 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 
Preparing for the ceremony 

 Remember to bring $6 for parking at the Coliseum. 

 Graduates should give all personal items (purses, bags, keys, etc.) to a friend or family 

member to hold during the ceremony. 

 Check your gown for proper fit when you receive it. 

 Lightly steam your gown, let your gown hang for several days or place your gown with a 

damp towel in a dryer on low heat to eliminate wrinkles. Do not iron your gown as it 

may burn. 

 Get dressed for the ceremony at home. There are no dressing rooms at the Coliseum. 

 Tassels are worn on the right at the beginning of the ceremony. 

Practice rehearsal schedule 

Students are required to participate in the Commencement Ceremony Practice at the Memorial 

Coliseum from 1-3 p.m. on Thursday, June 6, 2019. 

 

Commencement ceremony protocol 

Protocol set for commencements are designed to established dignified ceremonies celebrating 

the students: 

 Those entering graduation must have a ticket. Tickets were issued to students at each 

school to share with family and friends. If you need additional tickets, please contact 

your student’s school. 

 

 Those arriving late to a graduation ceremony will be allowed into the ceremony but will 

be directed to the back seating section of the Memorial Coliseum Arena or Expo Center. 

 

 No one will be allowed to enter the area where the graduates are seated once the 

ceremony has started. 

 

 Graduates will receive diploma covers during the ceremony. Actual diplomas will be 

picked up backstage after the ceremony. 

 

 Graduates may not throw their caps during the ceremony. 

 

 Professional photographers will take pictures of the graduates during the ceremony. 

 

 Guests are not to leave the seating area to come to the floor for any reason, including 

taking photographs. 

 

 All school rules apply during the ceremony. 

 

 Graduates are allowed to wear cords, stoles and other items purchased and issued by 

school administration. The only exception will be cords issued by the United State 

Military. 

 

 Dress Military uniforms are allowed with prior approval from the principal. 

 



 

 

                                                Northrop Athletics – Get Ready for Summer Camps 

                                   Now is the time to sign up for Northrop’s annual football     

                                   golf outing and register for summer athletic camps. You can  

                                   print the registration forms by following the links below, or you  

                                   can pick up paper copies in the main office. The paper version 

                                   of this newsletter is being mailed to Northrop households and  

                                   should arrive by mid-February; all of the following registration  

                                   forms are included in that mailing. 

 

 6
th

 Annual Northrop Football Golf Outing 

 

 Northrop 2019 Youth Football Camp 

 

 Northrop Bruins Elite Camp – Boys’ Basketball 

 

 Northrop High School Lady Bruin Basketball Camp 

 

 Northrop Cheerleading Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FWCS Mission: Fort Wayne Community Schools educates all students to high standards enabling them to become 

productive, responsible citizens. 

 

FWCS Vision: Fort Wayne Community Schools will be the school system of choice and a source of community pride. 

 

Northrop High School 

Jason Witzigreuter, principal 

7001 Coldwater Road 

Fort Wayne, IN 46825 

Phone: 467.2300 

Fax: 467.2301 

www.fortwayneschools.org 

 

https://www.fortwayneschools.org/images/schools/Northrop/useruploads/2019_Northrop_Football_Golf_Outing.pdf
https://www.fortwayneschools.org/images/schools/Northrop/useruploads/2019_Northrop_Football_Youth_Camp_pdf.pdf
https://www.fortwayneschools.org/images/schools/Northrop/useruploads/Northrop_Bruins_Elite_Camp_-_Boys_Basketball.pdf
https://www.fortwayneschools.org/images/schools/Northrop/useruploads/Girls_Basketball_Camp_Flyer_for_newsletter.pdf
https://www.fortwayneschools.org/images/schools/Northrop/useruploads/2019_SUMMER_CHEERLEADING_CAMP.pdf
http://www.fortwayneschools.org/

