
PSAT FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS   

 

What is the PSAT? 

The Preliminary SAT (PSAT), also known as the National Merit Qualifying Scholarship Test 

(NMSQT), is a test that helps you practice for the SAT. The test also enables you to enter the 

National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) scholarship program. 

 

When is the PSAT given? 

The PSAT is usually given once a year in the fall, around October. Here at Northrop, students will 

take the PSAT on Wednesday, October 11.  

 

Who takes the PSAT? 

In Fort Wayne Community Schools, all 10th and 11th grade students take the PSAT during part of 

a regular school day. Eleventh grade scores are used to determine National Merit Scholarships. 

 

What is the format of the PSAT? 

 The time allotted for the PSAT is 2 hours and 45 minutes. 

 There are two components to the new PSAT, the Evidence-Based Reading and 

Writing Section and the Math Section. Both the Evidence-Based Reading and 

Writing Section and the Math section are graded on a scale of 160-760, which adds 

up to a total possible score of 1520. 

What types of questions appear on the PSAT? 

Four types of questions are featured on the Evidence-Based Reading and Writing 

section: words in context, command of evidence, informational graphics, and text 

complexity. 

 

1. Words in Context questions measure your understanding of how word choice influences 

meaning, shapes mood and tone, reflects point of view, or lends precision or interest.  

2. Command of Evidence questions test students’ ability to identify the portion of text that 

serves as the best evidence for the conclusions they reach. You both interpret text and 

support that interpretation by citing the most relevant textual support.  

3. Informational Graphics questions ask students to interpret information conveyed in 

one or more graphics (tables, graphs, charts, etc.) and to integrate that information with 

information found in the text.  

4. Text Complexity questions include passages that span a specified range of text 

complexity levels from grades 9-10 to postsecondary entry. Students are asked to make 

and refine decisions about the placement of passages within complexity bands. 

Four types of questions appear in the Math section: algebra, problem solving and data 

analysis, advanced math, and additional topics. Each of these broader question types may 

be broken down into more specific math topics. 

 



1. Algebra questions require students to solve equations and systems of equations, to 

create expressions, equations, and inequalities to solve problems, and to rearrange and 

interpret formulas. 

 

2. Problem Solving and Data Analysis questions require students to create and analyze 

relationships using ratios, proportions, percentages, and units, to describe relationships 

shown graphically, and to summarize qualitative and quantitative data. 

 

3. Advanced Math questions require students to rewrite expressions, to create, analyze, 

and solve quadratic and higher-order equations, and to manipulate polynomials to solve 

problems. 

 

4. Additional Topics questions require students to calculate area and volume, to 

investigate lines, angles, triangles, and circles using theorems, and to work with 

trigonometric functions. 

 

When will I get my scores? 

 Online score reports will be available to students on December 11, 2017. 

 Paper copies of the scores will be delivered to school and distributed shortly thereafter. 

What if I miss the PSAT Exam? 

If you are a junior and are concerned about taking the PSAT to prepare for the SAT, then you 

have other options to prepare for the SAT. You can visit your counselor for information on other 

preparation options.  If you are concerned about National Merit Scholarship, then you can still 

enter programs conducted by National Merit Scholarship Corporation if you meet other 

requirements to enter their competitions. For more information on the National Merit 

Corporation and their programs, please visit www.nationalmerit.org. 

 

How many times can I take the PSAT? 

You can take the PSAT only once a year.  

 

What is a Commended Scholar? 

A Commended Scholar means the student was in the top 5% of students in their state. The 

Commended Scholar award is given for the prestige involved; a university may offer a 

scholarship if the student is a Commended Scholar, but Commended Scholars do not receive a 

scholarship from the National Merit Scholar organization. 

 

How can someone win a National Merit Scholarship? What is this worth? 

1. Take the PSAT in the fall of your junior year and qualify for Semifinalist by scoring in the 

top 1%. 

2. Take your SATS by the fall of your senior year and get a high score that shows NMSC 

that your PSAT scores weren’t just a fluke. 

3. Submit your National Merit Scholarship application in early October of your senior year.  

 

2,500 scholarships of $2,500 are awarded from the National Merit Scholar organization each 

year. Colleges and universities recognize the achievement of being a National Merit Scholar, and 

many offer their own grants and scholarships based on this award.  
 

Adapted from http://www.testmasters.com/psat/faq 
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