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Message from the principal 

The renovation is on schedule, and the new semester will bring 

some welcome changes. The main office has been relocated and 

will be open, along with the main entrance (Door 1). Please be 

aware that, during the school day, students leaving the building 

will need to exit from Door 1. Before and after school, students 

may still use Door 3 (the door that students have been using all 

year off the main parking lot). 

 

Most of the teachers who were located in the modular unit during 

the first semester will be moving to their newly updated 

classrooms in E hall, while D hall classes will relocate to the mod 

for the rest of the school year. The fine arts wing (H and J halls) 

will also be finished this spring. We’re excited about how quickly 

the remodel is progressing, and we’re thrilled with the visual 

appeal and functionality of all our new spaces.  

 

We are always striving to find ways to strengthen communication 

between our school and our Northrop families. Teachers regularly 

update student grades in the Pinnacle gradebook; parent log-in 

information was provided at registration and can also be retrieved 

by Rita Dillman at extension 467-2307. Parents and guardians: if 

you haven’t already signed up for our Northrop’s text messaging 

service, you can easily opt in from your mobile phone—just follow 

the directions on the last page of this newsletter.  

 

It’s difficult to believe that the first semester is behind us, but 

spring is just around the corner and we have a second semester 

packed with athletic, fine arts, and extra-curricular events. I’d like 

to take a moment to welcome back our teachers who started the 

year a little later than the rest of us; I know the entire staff 

appreciates the return of Mrs. Sneary and Mrs. Kennerk. We’re also 

happy to have added Mr. Vohs to the social studies department. 

Finally, I’d like to thank all of the staff and students for their 

flexibility this school year—dealing with the renovation hasn’t 

always been easy, and I appreciate the positive attitudes all 

around.  

 

Have a safe and happy holiday season! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jason Witzigreuter, Principal 

 

 

 

 



       MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE IMPORTANT DATES!  
 

  December  

        11     Yuletide Concert, 7 p.m. (auditorium) 

        13     PTSA Meeting, 7 p.m. (Bruin Room) 

        14     Band Banquet, 7 p.m. (cafeteria/auditorium) 

      18-21    Finals Week (school will be in session on Friday,    12/21) 

        21     Last day of Semester I 

 12/24 – 1/4    Holiday Break 

 

*December 21 was on the schedule as a make-up day. Since school was cancelled on 

November 9, December 21 will be a regular school day.   

  

   January  

        7     Classes resume, begin 2
nd

 semester 

       10     PTSA Meeting, 7 p.m. (Bruin Room) 

       12     Dance Competition at Northrop, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

       21    Martin Luther King Holiday – No school 

       31     Percussion Ensemble Concert, 6 p.m. (auditorium) 

 12/24 – 1/4    Holiday Break 

 

  February  

        2     Northrop Classique with Allure and Charisma 

       6-7     Parent-Teacher Conferences, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

        8        Release Day – No School 

       19             Future Bruin Orientation Parent Meeting, 6 p.m. 

   19 & 21     JA Senior Career Exploration Field Trips 

       21    PTSA Meeting, 7 p.m. (Bruin Room) 

        

 

 ►NO SCHOOL FOR FWCS STUDENTS ON THESE DAYS: 

   
             Winter Vacation..........................................Dec. 24 - Jan. 1 

             Martin Luther King Day...............................January 21 

   Release Day P/T Conf.................................February 8 

             Spring Vacation..........................................April 1 -5 

             Good Friday................................................April 19 

             Reserve Make-up Day*.................................May 3 

             Reserve Make-up Day*.................................May 17 

    Memorial Day..............................................May 27 

             Reserve Make-up Day*.................................June 1 

 

*School Makeup Days Priority (for weather related days) 

1. Last day of first semester. 

2. Reserve makeup day. 

3. Last day of the second semester. 

4. Remainder of missed student days not made up by the days listed above shall be  

   added to the end of the school year for makeup. 
 

 

The last 

day of 

school for 

students is 

May 29 

 



                              NEED  

                              ACADEMIC 

                               HELP? 

 

 

Students who need help with their homework have multiple options: 

 

Individual Classroom Teachers 

Students can always go to teachers’ rooms before/after school. It is advisable to make 

arrangements ahead of time as teachers have other commitments. 

 

Math Tutor Room 

The Tutor Room is staffed with National Honor Society students; tutoring is available 

before school and after school in Room E109 during the following hours: 

 

Monday - Thursday from 4:15 to 4:45 

Tuesday - Friday from 8:20 to 8:50 

 

Homework Hotline 

The Homework Hotline (sponsored by Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, the Eli Lily 

Endowment Fund, and 3M Corporation) is an outstanding program which offers 

individual tutoring in math and science. The tutors, recommended by Rose-Hulman 

faculty, are selected for their technical knowledge and their ability to communicate. 

Tutors have access to FWCS math and science textbooks. To access the hotline, which 

is available from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. Sundays through Thursdays, call toll free 1-877-

275-7673. The hotline operates September through May, and students or parents may 

call at no charge.  

 

 

CURRENCY COMPETITION FOR RILEY CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL  
 

Throughout the year, Northrop holds several fundraising events to raise money for 

Riley Children’s Hospital. Many Northrop families have personal connections to Riley, 

and we are fortunate to have such a state-of-the-art children’s hospital in our state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The week before Thanksgiving Break, 

several teachers competed in a modified 

penny war to win the “prize” of kissing a 

pig or a goat at the Fall Pep Session. 

Three teachers earned enough points in 

the contest to kiss one of the farm 

animals: Mr. Day, Mr. Wyss, and Mr. 

Kerwin. Mr. Erdman was a last minute 

draft to join in the fun, thanks to some 

sneaky last minute fundraising by Mrs. 

Hirsch. We raised $711 in five days, and 

the animals from Mark’s Ark seemed to 

especially enjoy their experience with Mr. 

Day (though they may have just been 

responding to Mr. Wyss’s choice of 

background music to set the mood).  

 



                    IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THE CLASS OF 2019 

                            submitted by Ms. Tracy Rozier, Guidance Counselor 

                           

 

Congratulations to the Class of 2019 on your academic, athletic, and personal 

achievements over the last four years. Allow me to say that I appreciate how hard you 

have worked to reach this milestone in your lives. As your Guidance Counselor, it has 

been so exciting assisting you with your post-secondary pathways. Some of you will 

pursue associate or Bachelor’s degrees after high school. Others will pursue technical 

certifications, join the armed services, or enter the workforce. Whatever pathway you 

choose, it is my hope that you will continue to strive to become the very best that you 

can be.  As you move forward from this point, I ask that you continue to earn good 

grades throughout your senior year.  

Indeed, I look forward to our graduation commencement on June 7, 2019. Until then, I 

ask that you stay focused and proceed ahead with confidence. If you have not done so 

already, please register to take the SAT or ACT. If military is one of your post-

secondary options, please schedule an ASVAB test with your local recruiter. A wise 

person once said that “Success is a journey not a destination.” Happy traveling! 

 

              SAT TEST DATES www.collegeboard.org 

  TEST DATE           REGISTER BY    LATE FEE DEADLINE       SCORE RELEASED 

Dec. 1, 2018              Nov. 2, 2018                Nov. 16, 2018                   Dec. 20, 2018 

March 9, 2019          Feb. 8, 2019            Feb. 22, 2019                   March 28, 2019 

May 4, 2019            April 5, 2019            April 19, 2019                   May 23, 2019 

June 1, 2019              May 3, 2019                 May 17, 2019                     June 20, 2019 

The SAT is offered seven Saturdays per year, and regular registration deadlines are usually about 3-4 weeks before 
a test date. For those students who cannot test on Saturdays because of religious observance, Sunday 
administrations are typically offered the Sunday after each Saturday administration. Students receiving free book 
assistance will receive a waiver to the SAT and ACT for free. Please see Mrs. Gerber in Guidance for details.  

 
 

ACT TEST DATES www.act.org 

TEST DATE             REGISTER BY                    LATE FEE                SCORE RELEASED 

Dec. 8, 2018               Nov. 2, 2018                  Nov. 16, 2018                 Dec. 18, 2018 

Feb. 9, 2019               Jan. 4, 2019                    Jan. 18, 2019                   Feb. 19, 2019 

April 13, 2019          March 8, 2019               March 22, 2019              April 23, 2019 

 June 8, 2019             May 3, 2019                   May 17, 2019                  June 18, 2019 

 July 13, 2019            June 14, 2019                June 21, 2019                 July 23, 2019 

 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/


 

 

 

 

 

Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA) 

www.fafsa.ed.gov  

 

 Completing the Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA) allows you to have 

access to state and federal financial aid, school scholarships and grants. 

 The College and Career Readiness Team will assist you and your family in 

completing the FAFSA.  

 

FAFSA WORKSHOPS 

 

The Family and Community Engagement will host monthly FAFSA Completion 

Workshops located at 230 East Douglas Avenue from 12:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. on the 

following dates:  

 Wednesday, December 12, 2018 

 Wednesday, January 16
, 

2019 

 Wednesday, February 13
, 

2019 

 Wednesday, March 13
, 

2019 

 Wednesday, April 10, 2019 

 

DOCUMENTS/INFORMATION NEEDED: 

 Student FSA ID number (obtain at fsaid.ed.gov) 

 Parent FSA ID number (obtain at fsaid.ed.gov) 

 Student Date of Birth 

 Month/Year of Parent(s)/Step-Parent Marital Status 

 Social Security Number 

 Asset Information 

 W2’s 

 Child Support Paid or Received 

 Parent(s) Date of Birth 

 
FAFSA TIPS FOR UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH WITHOUT STABLE HOUSING 

“Unaccompanied” means you are not living in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. 

“Homeless” means lacking fixed, regular, and adequate housing, including living in shelters, 

motels, cars, and temporarily with other people because you have nowhere else to go. 

Question 1: I don’t have a permanent mailing address because I don’t have a stable home. 

What mailing address should I use?  

 

Answer: Use an address where you will be able to receive mail reliably. This could be the 

address of a trusted mentor or family member.  

 

Question 2: I have been living with a family member/friend who provides for some of my 

financial needs. Are they considered my legal guardian?  

Answer: A caregiver or other person with whom you are living with is considered a legal 

guardian if guardianship has been legally established. If you are living with a caregiver, but that 

caregiver is not your legal guardian, the student must answer “no” to this question.  

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


2019 Commencement Exercise  

Friday, June 7, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 

Mandatory Rehearsal on Thursday, June 6, 2019 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing for the ceremony 

 Remember to bring $6 for parking at the Coliseum. 

 Graduates should give all personal items (purses, bags, keys, etc.) to a friend or 

family member to hold during the ceremony. 

 Check your gown for proper fit when you receive it. 

 Lightly steam your gown, let your gown hang for several days or place your 

gown with a damp towel in a dryer on low heat to eliminate wrinkles. Do not 

iron your gown as it may burn. 

 Get dressed for the ceremony at home. There are no dressing rooms at the 

Coliseum. 

 Tassels are worn on the right at the beginning of the ceremony. 

 

Practice rehearsal schedule 

Students are required to participate in the Commencement Ceremony Practice at the 

Memorial Coliseum from 1-3 p.m. on Thursday, June 6, 2019. 

 

FWCS Commencement Ceremony Protocol 

 Protocol set for commencements are designed to established dignified 

ceremonies celebrating the students. 

 Those entering graduation must have a ticket. Tickets are issued to students at 

each school to share with family and friends. If you need additional tickets, 

please contact your student’s school. 

 Those arriving late to a graduation ceremony will be allowed into the ceremony 

but will be directed to the back seating section of the Memorial Coliseum Arena 

or Expo Center. 

 No one will be allowed to enter the area where the graduates are seated once 

the ceremony has started. 

 Graduates will receive diploma covers during the ceremony. Actual diplomas will 

be picked up backstage after the ceremony. 

 Graduates may not throw their caps during the ceremony. 

 Professional photographers will take pictures of the graduates during the 

ceremony. 

 Guests are not to leave the seating area to come to the floor for any reason, 

including taking photographs. 

 All school rules apply during the ceremony. 

 Graduates are allowed to wear cords, stoles and other items purchased and 

issued by school administration. The only exception will be cords issued by the 

United State Military. 

 Dress Military uniforms are allowed with prior approval from the Principal. 

 

Still need your cap and gown? You can 

order online at www.jostens.com/ 

http://www.jostens.com/


NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTS NEW MEMBERS 

submitted by Dena Wierks 

 

Each year, the Northrop High School Chapter of the National Honor Society inducts a 

select group of juniors and seniors to become members. NHS is a nationally 

recognized organization in which students develop the qualities of community 

involvement and personal achievement reached through service, leadership, 

scholarship, and character. Members participate in many acts of community service 

throughout the year. Interested students applied for membership, volunteered a 

minimum of eight hours by the end of the first quarter, and earned a cumulative 3.7 

GPA as part of their acceptance and activation requirements. The new students who 

have fulfilled these requirements were inducted into Northrop’s chapter of the National 

Honor Society on November 13, and they enjoyed a reception in their honor after the 

ceremony.  

 

This year’s National Honor Society inductees include: 

 

Haley Barber   Giang Le  

Melanie Beckman  Manuel Lopez  

Maggie Becraft  Dakota Mace  

Evan Bishop   Traci Mai  

Jesse Branton   Alexis Martinez  

Briana Castillo  Bryce May  

Gou Chan   Hai Nguyen  

Kiara Daniels   Marilyn Nguyen  

Collin Foord   Yasmin Ortiz  

Kaitlyn Gonzalez  Shyeonna Robinson  

Riley Grim   Aailiyah Russell  

Hannah Gruber  Amelia Skimos  

Emma Gump   Abigail Strater  

Marlena Haefner  Tyler Tapp  

Aung Han   Johnny Tran  

Neli Jasarevic   Elizabeth Weber  

Evan Kytta   Magdelyn Wyman  

Elizabeth Lawler              Stephanie Zaldivar 

Lean Linnemeier 

 

 

REMINDER FROM STUDENT SERVICES 

 

Good attendance is essential if students are to achieve and reach their potential. If your 

student needs to be absent from school, you (parent/guardian) need to call the 

attendance line. The number for the Attendance Office at Northrop High School is 467-

2302. This is a 24-hour number. An Attendance Secretary is on duty from 8:00 a.m. to 

4:30p.m. After business hours you may leave a voice message for the attendance 

office. If your son/daughter needs to leave early, please call the Attendance Office. 

Students should pick up their permission to leave permits during passing times before 

the period they are to leave the building.  

   

 



 

BRUIN BUCKS!  

 

The Bruin Buck Program was implemented almost twenty years ago to reward students 

who perform above and beyond the call of duty regarding a “Good Samaritan” deed. 

Administrators, teachers and other staff members are given Bruin Bucks coupons at the 

beginning and throughout the school year to reward students. If you know of anyone 

or you would be willing to make donations, please contact Miss Hornak or Mrs. Pat 

Couch at Northrop High School, 467-2385, or the main line at 467-2300. 

 
 

SENIOR PICTURE INFORMATION  

 

How to submit your senior pictures to the yearbook:  
 

1. You must be classified as a senior on the first day of school to appear in the 

senior section of the yearbook. 

2. Senior pictures that are taken outside of school can be emailed to 

yearbooknorthrop@gmail.com to be included in the yearbook. If a picture is not 

received by April 1st, we will use your school picture. 

 

 

FROM THE NURSE 

 

Your child may obtain free or low-cost immunizations at the following locations: 

 FACE Health Center, 230 E Douglas Ave. (by appointment) 467-7260 

 The Department of Health, 4813 New Haven Ave. (by appointment) 449-7504 

 Super Shot Clinics – no appointment necessary  
 

 

NORTHROP DANCE NEWS 

The Northrop Dance Team invites everyone to come to our dance team performances 

this year; mark your calendars for the following competitions: 

 December 8
th

 Carroll High School 

 December 15
th

 Kokomo High School 

 January 12
th

 Northrop High School 

 January 19
th

 Mt. Vernon Fortville High School 

 February 2
nd

 Homestead High School 

 February 16
th

 Solo/Ensemble Prelims and State Finals at Crawfordsville HS  

 February 23
rd

 Dance Regionals at McCutcheon HS 

 March 9
th

 State Finals at Lafayette Jefferson HS 

 March 14
th

-18
th

 Dance Nationals at Disney World 

 May 2
nd

 Northrop Dance Recital 

 

 

 

 

mailto:yearbooknorthrop@gmail.com


                                   NORTHROP ATHLETIC NEWS  

 

In an effort to create a safe, fan friendly environment, we would like to ask everyone to 

help promote positive sportsmanship and encourage our team and coaches to do their 

best.  

 

Northrop Athletic Leadership team has begun meeting once a month. Stop by the 

Athletic Office if you have any questions about joining.  

 

Boys Basketball has started out the season 4-0. Come out and watch our Varsity Boys 

and Girls Basketball teams compete in the SAC Holiday Tournament at Wayne. The Boys 

Varsity team are seeded 4th and their first game will be on Wednesday, December 26
th

 

at 7:30pm against number 5 seed South Side. The Girls Varsity team is seeded 7
th

 and 

their first game is on Wednesday, December 26
th

 at 12:30pm against the number 10 

seed Wayne.  

 

Conditioning and Open Gyms 

Spring sports will begin their conditioning and open gyms after winter break. Anybody 

interested in participating must have a physical on file. Stop by the Athletic Office if 

you have any questions and to get a physical packet.  

 

IHSAA Pre-Participation Physical Exam 

Any student who plans on trying out for a team or participating in a conditioning 

program must have a physical dated after April 1
st

 of 2018 on file in the Athletic Office! 

Spring Sport programs include: Softball, Baseball, Girls Track, Boys Track, Girls Tennis 

and Boys Golf. 

 

Scholastic Eligibility 

IHSAA rules mandate that students must pass five classes each nine weeks in order to 

be eligible for athletic competition. Contact the Athletic Office with questions.  

 

IHSAA Tournament Dates for Winter Sports 

Girls Basketball – January 29
th

, 31
st

 and February 2
nd

  

Girls Swim & Dive – January 31
st

 and February 2
nd

  

Wrestling – January 26
th

  

Boys Swim & Dive – February 14
th

 and 16
th

  

Boys Basketball – February 26
th

, March 1
st

 and 2
nd

  

Gymnastics – February 23
rd

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Follow Northrop Athletics on Twitter 

@NorthropSports for scores, cancellations 

and announcements. Check out the new 

website at www.northropbruins.org 

 

http://www.northropbruins.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Northrop High School 

Jason Witzigreuter, principal 

7001 Coldwater Road 

Fort Wayne, IN 46825 

Phone: 467.2300 

Fax: 467.2301 

www.fortwayneschools.org 

http://www.fortwayneschools.org/

