
Northwood Middle School 

 
 
  Mark Your Calendars!  
 
 

Jan. 4—Return from Winter Break; 
Start of second semester 
 
Jan. 11—Start of WIDA testing  
 
Jan. 12—Basketball Game vs. Jefferson 
(Girls-Home/Boys-Away) 
 
Jan. 14th—Basketball Game vs. Miami 
(Boys-Home/Girls-Away) 
 
Jan. 18—Martin Luther King Jr. Day--- 
No school  
 
Feb 3/4 – Parent Teacher Conferences 
(more information to come) 
 
Feb. 5—No School  

Northwood Families, 

 I can’t believe that it is already the end of the first semester.  This semester has been a 

BIG change for us all and I am so proud of the students, teachers and parents here at Northwood.  

We have ALL worked together to get through these major changes and have seen major successes 

with our students.  I am PROUD of everyone!  

 As we are moving into the second semester, our high expectations here at Northwood 

will not change.  Please remember the following: 

—All students must attend each class period during their scheduled time. (We have in-

cluded the bell scheduled in this newsletter and it is also on our website) 

 https://fortwayneschools.org/northwood?page=15 

—Attendance must be taken in each class within the first 10 minutes of class.  Students 

will take attendance by completing the Google Form their teacher has provided on 

the PowerSchool page for that day. 

—If there is a Zoom, students are expected to participate and may only leave the Zoom if 

the teacher directs them to.  If a student leaves without permission, it would be just 

like walking out of class without permission and corrective responses can be as-

signed.   

—During the Zoom, students are to have their camera on and be muted until the teacher 

directs them to unmute.  We need the cameras on, to know that the students are 

present and engaged. 

—Students are expected to follow all expectations given by the teacher at all times.   

 

 As always, if you have questions or concerns please reach out to your student’s teacher 

or you may reach out to myself or my team for help as well.  We don’t want any to feel as if they 

have to do this alone.   

 As I am writing this we are still planning on continuing with extra-curricular activities 

after school for second semester.  Basketball, Cheerleading, Jazz Club, Future City, National Junior 

Honor Society and Academic Team will continue in January.  At this point, our basketball games 

will look a little different, as we are not allowed to have any fans attend the games.  We will do 

our very best to stream the game on our Facebook page or some sort of social media platform.  

We will send more information out once we return from Winter Break.   

 I hope everyone has an enjoyable and safe Winter Break.  I look forward to seeing every-

one in 2021!  

 

  Thanks, 

Lindsey Baumgartner, Principal 

December 2020 

FWCS Mission 

Fort Wayne Community 

School educates all  stu-

dents to high standards 

enabling them to become 

productive, responsible 

citizens. 

FWCS Vision 

Fort Wayne Community 

Schools will be  

the school system of choice 

and a source of  community 

pride. 
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Transportation 
With the weather changing to the winter season and the likelihood of colder temperatures and snow on the ground, please make 
sure to add on a few more layers of clothing and coats as well as gloves, hats, and scarves for the time your student will have to 
wait for the bus to arrive at your stop (and the walk home from school and the bus). Wind chill factors can speed up the potential 
to have your hands and exposed limbs become frostbitten, so take care to get covered up even more. The school is usually not 
notified first about bus delays or bus issues during morning pickup; so it’s a better idea to contact the Transportation Department 
(260 467 1900) to learn more about the status of our child’s bus. You will need to be able to provide your child’s bus number / 
school, and the stop information in order for them to research more of the available status. You still need to arrive at the stop 5 
minutes ahead of the scheduled pick up time; but use good judgement in how long you stay to wait for the bus to arrive in the 
event it does not come in its normal timeframe.  If your student needs to return home in order for you to contact transportation 
to find the status of their bus, that is probably better than being exposed to the elements for an extended period of time and risk-
ing unhealthy exposure.  So stay alert, dress warmly and be safe during this holiday season. We will see you in 2021! 
 
            Mr. Edmonds 
Safety Reminders 

 

  Local and national surveys and studies continue to show vaping and marijuana use on the rise in teens and young adults.  
Vaping is no longer just for nicotine use. Teens use vapes or e-cigarettes to vaporize and inhale marijuana (THC) as well as other 
harder drugs. While marijuana is becoming more mainstream in some areas of the country, it is illegal in every state for teens to 
use marijuana and for good reason.  According to the Centers for Disease Control, marijuana use interferes with brain develop-
ment. Usage can cause short-term memory loss, slow learning, and lung damage. Marijuana is addictive and today’s marijuana is 
far more potent and poses a higher risk of addiction, particularly for kids. In addition to these health affects locally I have seen 
many kids injured and killed while attempting to purchase marijuana.  For the safety of your children please speak to them about 
the dangers of vaping or marijuana use and do not allow them to be around those who use it.  
           Ben Young, Resource Officer 

  

From the Office 

Student Corner 
 

Question: What are you look-
ing forward to during the 
holiday time off?   
 
 
“I’m going to sleep in, play vid-
eo games, and spend time with 
my family.” 
 
   
 —Unan Mekki 
 

 
 
 
 
“I really like Christmas because 
I spend time with my family.  We 
also have a tradition of making 
gingerbread houses  that I 
enjoy doing.” 
 
 —Evelyn Alvarez 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
“I get to relax by having time 
off from school.  My family 
spends the holidays togeth-
er, me and my grandmother 
bake over 200 cookies to 
pass out.  My grandmother 
also taught me how to sew, 
and I’m good at it.” 
 —Matthew Hill   
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Virtual Learning Reminders: 
A few things about remote learning: 

1. ALL students on remote learning days must be logged on to PowerSchool Learning from 7:20-2:15 
EVERY day. 

2. ALL students on remote learning days must log into the attendance link within the first 10 minutes of 
their class period on their teacher’s page. 

3. Students MUST attend the teacher’s ZOOM meeting and complete all of the assigned daily tasks.  
4. ZOOM expectations: 

—Camera on 
—School-appropriate dress 
—First and last name showing 
—Muted until directed otherwise 
—Be aware of your surroundings  

5. Student’s should shut down to restart their computer each night. 
6. Call 260-467-4357 (260-467-HELP) for technical assistance.   
7. BOTH students and parents should check grades through Parent PowerSchool.  Here is the link to 

show you if you don’t know PowerSchool LMS parent registration tutorial (right click and select open 
hyperlink) 

8. If you have ANY questions about remote learning click here https://fortwayneschools.org/remote-
learning (right click and select open hyperlink).   There are MANY resources there.  

9. Parents should ask their student to show them what they are doing and the work they are turning in. 
10. If you are not understanding something, ask the teacher, email the teacher, or call the teach-

er.  Student email is firstname.lastname@fwcsstudents.org.  All teacher’s emails and contact num-
bers are on their PowerSchool Learning pages.     

From the Office Continued 
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Counselor’s Corner 
 

Self-Esteem: 

The way we feel about ourselves has a huge affect on the way we treat 

ourselves and others, and on the kinds of choices we make. Here are 

some things you can do to protect, raise, or reinforce your self-esteem. * 

Spend time with people who like you and care about you. * Ignore (and 

stay away from) people who put you down or treat you badly. * Do things 

that you enjoy or that make you feel good. * Do things you are good at. * 

Reward yourself for your successes. * Make good choices for yourself, and 

don't let others make your choices for you. * Take responsibility for your-

self, your choices, and your actions. * Always do what you believe is right. 

* Set goals and work to achieve them. (Goodcharacter.com) 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRDTHC9P6V_egO15DZmGOp0YtQH_GEaxJSNeTSGuvIVN3l2xb3fYMGFRFp5ANfL0a7M582gK5Udn0gS/pub?start=true&loop=false&delayms=5000#slide=id.g81a3bce30c_0_5
https://fortwayneschools.org/remote-learning
https://fortwayneschools.org/remote-learning
mailto:firstname.lastname@fwcsstudents.org


Counselor’s Corner (Continued): 
 
Importance of Sleep 
Children and adolescents who do not get enough sleep have a higher risk of obesity, diabetes, inju-
ries, poor mental health, and problems with attention and behavior.1-4 
How much sleep someone needs depends on their age. The American Academy of Sleep Medicine 
has recommended that children aged 6–12 years should regularly sleep 9–12 hours per 24 hours 
and teenagers aged 13–18 years should sleep 8–10 hours per 24 hours.1 
Are Students Getting Enough Sleep? 
CDC analyzed data from the 2015 national and state Youth Risk Behavior Surveys.5 Students were 
asked how much sleep they usually got on school nights. Students who were 6 to 12 years old and 
who reported sleeping less than 9 hours were considered to not get enough sleep. Teenagers aged 
13 to 18 years who reported sleeping less than 8 hours also were considered to not get enough 
sleep. 

Middle school students (grades 6-8) 

 Students in 9 states were included in the study 

About 6 out of 10 (57.8%) did not get enough sleep on school nights 

High school students (grades 9-12) 

 National sample 

About 7 out of 10 (72.7%) did not get enough sleep on school nights 

Help Your Child Get the Sleep They Need 
Parents can support good sleep habits such as: 
 Sticking to a consistent sleep schedule during the school week and weekends. This means go-
ing to bed at the same time each night and getting up at the same time each morning. Adolescents 
whose parents set bedtimes are more likely to get enough sleep. 
 Limiting light exposure and technology use in the evenings. 
 Parents can limit when their children may use electronic devices (sometimes referred to as a 
“media curfew”). 
Parents can limit where their children may use electronic devices (for example, not in their child’s 
bedroom). 
How much sleep someone needs depends on their age. The American Academy of Sleep Medicine 
has made the following recommendations for children and adolescents1: 

Age Group Recommended Hours of Sleep Per Day 

6–12 years 9 to 12 hours per 24 hours 

13–18 years 8 to 10 hours per 24 hours 



 

From the Office Continued 

SHIRTS 
1. “Spirit Wear” t-shirts and sweatshirts with 

Northwood logos are preferred. In addi-
tion to Spirit Wear, a solid color polo shirt 
is acceptable. 

2. During the winter months, long sleeve 
shirts may be worn under shirts.  The 
sleeves must be a solid color and contain 
no designs or 
markings. 

3. For hygienic rea-
sons, gym shirts 
may not be worn 
in place of dress 
policy shirts. 

4. Shirts may not be 
tied in the back, 
cut, or modified in anyway. 

 
PANTS/SKIRTS/CAPRIS/SHORTS 

1. Pants colors are Black or Tan (Khaki) only.  
2. Properly fitting (not tight or “skinny”) solid 

color bottoms.  
3. Pants (etc.) are to be worn above the hip 

bone.      No sagging!  
4. Cotton twill, cotton/poly blends, corduroy, 

or wool fabric only.  
5. Shorts/skirts/jumpers/etc. must be black 

or tan and properly fitting and at least 
“finger-tip” in length (modesty).  
“Leggings” may not be worn underneath. 

  
Out of Dress Policy 

If a student comes to school not wearing their 
uniform they may receive a warning, be given 
a chance to call home for a change of clothes 
and/or be offered a change of clothes. 
Students that are repeatedly out of dress code 
may be put in ISS until clothes are brought for 
them and/or receive a referral. 
 

 
NOT PERMITTED: 
Nylon wind-pants, sweatpants, or stretch-
fabric pants are not allowed.  No holes, rips, 
and/or tears are permitted. 
Bandanas, headbands and scarfs are not per-
mitted to be worn or visible. 
NO SKINNY PANTS, YOGA PANTS, JEGGINGS 

or SIMILAR STRETCH MATERIALS! 
  

SWEATER/SWEATSHIRTS/HOODIES 
1. Any “Spirit Wear” sweatshirt may be worn 

or layered over dress code policy shirts. 
2. Solid color sweatshirts/sweaters/hoodies 

with no logos or designs on them are per-
mitted. 

3. Sweatshirts with full zippers and coats/
jackets are not permitted to be worn dur-
ing the school day. 

  
SOCKS/SHOES 

1. Any shoe deemed safe and appropriate for 
school is acceptable.  

2. Flip flops, house slippers, and/or slides are 
not appropriate for 
school.   

3. Sandals must have a back. 
4. Shoes with shoe strings 

must be kept tied. 
  

DISCLAIMER 
Northwood administrators and staff reserve 
the right to determine what is compliant and 
non-compliant in terms of this dress code poli-
cy. 
When students are permitted to dress out of 
Northwood’s Dress Code Policy, students must 
dress according to the FWCS dress code guide-
lines which can be found in the FWCS Student-
Parent Handbook. 
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6th Grade News and Notes 
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Language Arts: 
During Quarter 2, 6th grade language arts focused on argumentative writing.  Students 
wrote an essay, compelling readers to overcome their obstacles.  Students then wrote an-
other essay to convince readers on their views of cellphones in school or homework.  We 
were able to draft, revise, and finalize both essays 100% digitally.  As we have transitioned 
into unit 3, we have been focusing on our class novel and the elements of a story.  The novel 
we are reading called Small Steps by Louis Sachar.  Our performance-based tasks coming up 
in this unit will include the recreation of a scene in our novel and writing a movie pitch to 
turn our novel into a movie. 

     —Mrs. Mullins and Ms. Meinerding 

 

Social Studies: 
We just finished our unit on Mexico and its  
history.  We hope that students have a better un-
derstanding of ancient Mexico (the rise and fall of 
the Mayan and Aztec people) and its quest for in-
dependence.  We took time to understand the 
hardship and long fight for Mexico’s struggle for 
freedoms. 
 
We are moving on to our next unit of the classical 
history of Europe.  We are studying the rise and fall 
of the ancient Greeks and ancient Romans.  Once 

we come back from Win-
ter break, we will then 
move on to the Dark Ages 
and the Renaissance of 
Europe.  So expect pro-
jects and research pro-
jects of this time period.    

    
—Mr. Feagler & Mr. Knox 

 
 Science 

 6th grade science classes just finished up their 

Waves, Light, & Sound Unit.  For the waves unit, 

students were able to study waves by creating a 

model building and putting it on a simulated shak-

er (seismic waves and earthquakes).  Students 

were able to see how mechanical waves move 

through a medium.  For our light unit, students 

were able to work through a color lab demon-

strating the visible spectrum of light.  Currently, 

students are working on a Space Showcase, study-

ing asteroids, meteors, comets, constellations, 

and satellites.  Student are making models with 

their projects and will be presenting them to the 

class.  Coming up after that is Earth in Motion, the 

Moon, the sun, and planets.   

—Mrs. Getts and   

Mr. Felger 

 

 

Mathematics 

In 6th grade math, we just wrapped up a unit of 
study about rates, ratios and equivalent forms.  We 
learned how to convert fractions, decimals and 
percents as well as working with number lines, 
tape diagrams and ratio tables.  We are currently in 
a unit of study focused on extending the number 
line.  In this unit, 6th graders will learn about inte-
gers (positive and negative numbers) and how to 
plot ordered pairs on a coordinate plane. As a re-
minder, Zoom in 6th grade math is mandatory each 
day a student is learning from home.  Students not 
attending Zoom will be counted absent.  In addi-
tion, if your child has not mastered multi-digit mul-
tiplication and division, we ask that he/she contin-
ue that practice at home.  These skills are embed-
ded in our learning the rest of the school year so 
students need to have mastery of both areas in 
order to be successful in math. 
  —Mrs. Buchs and Mrs. Hobbs  
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7th Grade Happenings 
Science 
 

7th grade science has hit the ground running doing labs and ac-
tivities for all students. We began the year testing Redi’s experi-
ment on spontaneous generation. The students joined zooms or 
were in person making observations outside. We have been en-
gaging in many activities about living things and cells. When 
starting to learn about cells and the cell theory students were 
able to design and build a microscope. Classes then voted for the 
best design and winners for each class earned a prize. Everyone 
worked hard and did an amazing job on this project.  
 
We just completed the unit on body systems and mitosis. Students did an amazing job 
on a Cancer PSA project. There were a variety of ways to present their information 
from videos, posters, google slides and more. Most all students showed growth on 
their test over the body systems from their last unit test. We welcomed the YWCA for 
their presentation about being responsible with technology and cyber bullying. There 
were a lot of great discussions over this topic. We have begun our next unit over 
Earth’s interior, rocks and minerals. We will be journeying to the center of the Earth 
and exploring what it’s made of. 

 
Language Arts 

It is hard to believe our school year is halfway through! With all the unique challenges 
both faculty and students have faced in 2020, the 7th-grade language arts team is 
proud of the effort shown by many of the students during the second quarter. 
 
We began the quarter by continuing our second unit on participation and citizenship. 
The students chose an organization within Fort Wayne that works for the betterment 
of the community. They created seven to ten research questions to guide their investi-
gations of their organization. After finishing their research, they presented their find-
ings by recording a Flipgrid video in which they played the role of a T.V. reporter. The 
teachers enjoyed the creativity the students showed as they did their best to imperson-
ate a real news anchor. 
 

For our third unit, entitled “Making Choices,” we focused 
our study on the essential question: “How can a person’s 
actions make a difference in the lives of others?” To investi-
gate the question, the students read The Hunger Games by 
Suzanne Collins and examined how the choices made by 
the protagonist, Katniss Everdeen, influenced and affected 
the lives of those around her. The level of engagement 

from the students throughout the novel has been high. As teachers, we love to see 
students so excited about a story that they are jumping out of their seats during the 
exciting moments and hushed in silence during the suspenseful ones.  
 
That said, we are excited to begin quarter three with our next unit on argumentative 
writing. 
 
Mrs. Christen, Mr. Klaiss, and Miss Rhoades 
7th Grade English Language Arts 
 

  

Mathematics 
 

Our goal in the second quarter of 
this year was to slow down and 
really dig into two units – Applica-
tions of Percents and Equations 
and Expressions – which focused 
on number sense, patterns, and 
process. These two units are real-
ly important for students because 
they’ll see these topics again in 
Algebra I next year. They’re also 
really useful in solving common 
“real world” problems. We want-
ed our students to think critically 
about the problems we discussed 
and understand not just what the 
answers were, but also how we 
got those answers. Throughout 
the quarter, we reviewed frac-
tions, decimals, and negative 
numbers to help move students 
toward mastery. When we return 
from Winter Break, we’ll take 
what we’ve learned about equa-
tions and apply that knowledge 
to the study of inequalities. 
 
Happy Holidays from your favor-
ite (math) teachers! Mr. Flohr, 
Mrs. McKenzie, and Mrs. Rizvic 

 
Social Studies 
7th-grade social studies took a 
look at the religions of the world 
and explored the different areas 
around the world where these 
religions are practiced. We also 
learned about the explorers of 
the Silk Road, like Marco Polo, 
and students made their own 
Kahoot review game.  Finally, 
students created Chinese dynasty 
posters where they researched 
and argued why people should 
want to live during the time of 
their dynasty. Next semester we 
will be looking at how colonialism 
and imperialism impacted our 
world. 
 

Mr. Fiedler/Mrs. O’Shaughnessy  

  
7 7 



 
Science                                   
In 8th grade science, we 

are finishing our Chemis-

try Units.  Students have 

been engaged in creating 

different chemical reac-

tions during our 

“Chemistry in a Bag” Lab. 

 

 

Students used our new 

Pocket Lab equipment 

for this lab.  These small 

devices were secured in a 

baggie and then sealed in 

a second larger baggie 

where things were mixed 

together.  The Pocket 

Labs were set up to 

measure temperature 

and pressure inside the 

larger baggie.  The Pocket 

Labs connected to the 

student’s laptops 

through Bluetooth and 

graphed their data in a 

program.  They were very 

engaged and excited to 

see how the temperature 

and pressure changed 

through each experi-

ment!  We are transition-

ing out of Chemistry and 

into Earth Science before 

break.  We will begin 

learning about Natural 

Resources. 

—Mr. Grinstead and Mrs. 

Stath-Tracy 

8th Grade Cardinal News 
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Mathematics 

In 8th grade Algebra I, the second half of 

this semester has been loaded with a lot of criti-

cal thinking!  We are really trying to push stu-

dents to struggle productively, which means they 

try their best to use resources before giving up 

and/or asking for help.  To help with this, teach-

ers give them plenty of sources:  notes, anchor charts, calculators, and 

more.   

In our fourth unit, “Linear Functions”, we learned about the 

qualities of a linear function.  Students should now be able to deter-

mine this function by looking at rates of change (slope) using tables, 

graphs, function rules, and from verbal descriptions.  Your child should 

be able to identify and write function rules using slope-intercept form.   

Check to see if he/she can recite this form. In addition, your student 

should understand what all of this means in context.   

In our fifth unit, “Systems of Linear Equations and Inequalities”, 

students have learned how using systems apply to real life. They also 

have learned how to solve them using a variety of methods:  graphing, 

substitution, and elimination.  Ask your student which method he/she 

prefers.  Your child should be able to identify whether a system has 

one, none, or infinitely many solutions.  See if your student can provide 

you with an example.   

Please don’t forget to check your child’s gradebook often for 

grades and any missing work. It is super important that students contin-

ue to strive for mastery; they will continue to see the concepts learned 

this year throughout their high school career! 

  —Mrs. Grinstead, Mrs. Keuneke,  and Mrs. Tribble 
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8th Grade Continued 
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Language Arts 

The second quarter has flown by.  Our second unit was 

lengthy and was focused on exploring different cultural aspects of 

foreign countries.  We read a variety of nonfiction articles about 

different cultures and worked on the accompanying text-dependent 

and constructed response questions.  Students did extensive re-

search and created presentations to present to the class regarding 

the culture of a chosen country.  Finally, students compared their 

own culture to another culture in a compare/contrast essay.     

For our next unit, we will focus on fictional short stories.  We 

will read “The Sniper”, “The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Monkey’s 

Paw”.  We will be focusing on central ideas, dialogue, theme, citing 

text evidence and identifying characters actions and their effect on 

the overall plot.   

Please note that in lieu of other formal homework every 

night in Language Arts class, we expect students to read nightly.  

We consider the reading for 20 minutes every night to be their 

homework.    Please feel free to email either of us if you have any 

questions or concerns.   
 

kristina.vanhorn@fwcs.k12.in.us  scott.klaiss@fwcs.k12.in.us 

 

 
 

 
Social Studies 

8th grade social 
studies has spent 
this quarter re-
searching the 
events that led to 
the American colo-
nists winning their 
freedom from Great 
Britain.  They dug 
into the French and 
Indian War, exam-
ined unfair taxes 
and studied the 
Declaration of Inde-
pendence.   

We finished up ex-
ploring major 
battles of the Revo-
lutionary 
War.  Next, we’ll an-
alyze the ideas and 
arguments that cre-
ated this great na-
tion.   
 
—Mr. Stroud and 
Mrs. O’Shaughnessy  
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Spanish 
 Happy holidays everyone.  As the semester wraps up, your children have been doing an 
awesome job in the classroom.  6th grade has been learning their numbers so they can wrap up 
the last week of school learning how to tell time in Spanish.  The 7th and 8th grade have been 
working on Unit 4 which focuses on the question ¿Cómo eres? which means ¿What are you like?  
Once they mastered that, we started expanding our ability to talk about other people and what 
they are like.   
 I am looking forward to next semester having a new batch of students.  If you are the par-
ent of an incoming student, feel free to ask your kids what they are learn-
ing in class and learn along with them. 
 If you have any questions whatsoever, don't hesitate to contact me 
by email(Larry.schuh@fwcs.k12.in.us) or call me here at school. 
  

Related Arts Classes 
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Choir/Guitar 

 

Dear Northwood Family, 

  

 The Northwood Choirs (6th grade choir, 7th grade choir, 8th grade choir, and the Wave of 

Youth show choir) have worked very hard on this year’s Winter Concert and you may find our 

Winter Concert performance on the Northwood website.  The Wave of Youth show choir has been 

working very hard to prepare their show and their performance will be shown virtually this year 

sometime during 2nd semester.  Our Guitar classes have learned a lot about guitar, bass, and 

drums and are able to play together in small groups.  They are now beginning to write and create 

their own song lyrics, taking their first steps into song writing!  I am ready and excited to start a 

new year with the students of Northwood Middle School! 

             

         Best, 

   Mr. May  
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Radio/TV  
Broadcasting: 

 

Quarter 2 introduced 
students to script 
writing, camera tech-
nique, and making a mini 
movie! Students were 
filming all over the 
school and spent the last 
two weeks of the quarter 
learning a new editing 
tool.  
 

 
 

Quarter 3 will introduce 
9 guest speakers to the 
advanced class. They will 
have the opportunity to 
research careers and ed-
ucational opportunities 
in the field of radio and 
television and then inter-
view each guest speaker 
over ZOOM.  
 
 —Mrs. Sutton 

 

Digital Citizenship 

 

Digital Citizenship (keyboarding class) has progressed nicely through 
1st semester and the second 9 weeks.  We wrapped up our Google Docs 
unit and finished with Google Slides.  Knowing how to maneuver and 
make changes and revisions in Google Docs and Google Slides is a 
boundless life-long skill.  Regardless of what their future holds it is skill 
all of us need.  The fastest keyboarders for Semester 1 are: 
 

 
 
 
           —Mr. Leitz 
 
 

Physical Education 
 
7th/8th Grade: 

 7th and 8th grade Physical Education classes have been enjoying 

inside sports the second grading period.  We have been playing volley-

ball, basketball, matball and pin dodgeball.  President Fitness testing is 

something else that the P.E. classes have been working hard to im-

prove their scores in the Shuttle Run, Sit-Ups and the Sit & Reach. To 

increase these scores, we work daily on flexibility, strength and run-

ning. Ask your child how they did on this test. 

  

6th Grade: 

 6th grade Physical Education class gets introduced to a variety of 

games/sports.  We have been working diligently on improving our flexi-

bility and our strength. Games/sports that the students were able to 

enjoy were bowling, cornhole, dodgeball, basketball, and matball. Ask 

your child what sport or activity was their favorite. 

     —Ms. Andrews 

Name Grade Avg. Speed 

Ron Nguyen 6 45 wpm 

William Lu 7 51 wpm 

Diana Aldana 8 59 wpm 

Elective Classes Continued 
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Instrumental Music 
 
Jazz Club is up and running! We are rehearsing twice a week 
to get ready for Jazz Festival season, which is in February 
and March at the Snider, Northside and Northrop Jazz festi-
vals.  
 
 
 
We are also working hard to put together music for the Pep Band, which will play 

at home Basketball Games. 
 
The Beginning Band, Beginning Strings, Advanced Band, Orchestra 
and Percussion classes will record our Virtual Winter Concert on 
Thursday, December 10 and Friday, December 11. We will create a 
You Tube link and post the music for everyone to enjoy! 

       —Mr. Smekens 

Elective Classes Continued 
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Art 
 
This semester has been a time to grow through what we go through. The Art students 
have risen to the challenge of creating while virtual on digital formats along with tradi-
tional media. Advanced students finished yarn and rope coil baskets that are displayed 
outside the classroom. Several high achieving students in each class got to use clay to 
make pinch pots. I am proud of our cardinals for think-
ing creatively with me this semester and working hard 
to learn something new.  

 
   —-Mrs. Tremain  

12 
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Athletics 
 
Winter Sports are underway.  Boys’ and girls’ basketball, along with cheerleading, have been 
hosting tryouts for the first week in December.   
 
 

Winter Sports have a few requirements that all students must follow: a 
COVID-19 waiver and assumption of risk form signed by the student and 
parent, as well as passing all of their classes.  Students need to sign up 
for each day they plan on participating by using the Google form link that 
is posted in the Cafeteria or found on Northwood’s main website under 
the Co-Curricular tab.  Games for basketball will be starting on January 
14th and each athlete will need to have at least 10 practices in order to 
participate in games.   

 

Group Wars 
Congratulations to 7th grade group 2 Cardinal Squad for leading the school with a 76%!  All students are 
encouraged to continue raising their grades and supporting their group.  Incentives and rewards are 
coming…. 

 

RED 
HOT 

SHOTS 

CARDI-
NAL 

SQUAD 

RED 
HOT 

SHOTS 

CARDI-
NAL 

SQUAD 

RED 
HOT 

SHOTS 

CARDI-
NAL 

SQUAD 

Date 6th - G1 6th - G2 7th - G1 7th - G2 8th - G1 
8th - 
G2 

11-9 71% 69% 64% 68% 65% 68% 

11-11 71% 70% 63% 69% 63% 68% 

11-12 70% 70% 65% 68% 68% 67% 

11-16 73% 70% 70% 71% 73% 71% 

11-18 77% 70% 69% 71% 73% 71% 

11-19 79% 74% 68% 72% 72% 70% 

11-23 77% 74% 72% 75% 71% 69% 

11-25 79% 75% 72% 76% 72% 70% 

12-1 78% 71% 72% 75% 70% 69% 

12-4 74% 73% 72% 76% 71% 69% 


