
Northwood Middle School 

 
  Mark Your Calendars!  
 
 

April 5th-9th Spring Break 
 
April 19-May 14th ILEARN 
 
May 10-May 25 NWEA 
 
May 25- End of Quarter 4 and Last 
Student Day 
 
Athletics:  
 
Girl’s Soccer HOME Games: 
3/24, 3/31, 4/19, 4/26, 4/28 
 
Boy’s Soccer HOME Games: 
3/22, 3/29, 4/12, 5/3 
 
Track HOME Meets: 
4/20, 4/22, 4/29 

Dear Cardinal Families, 
                We are in the home stretch of the 20-21 school year!  With nine 
weeks left in the school year, we still have a lot to accomplish.  Our teachers 
and students are working hard each and every day, continuing to learn new 
things and practice things that they have already been taught.  
   We have ILEARN coming up on April 19-May 14.  All students will need 
to participate in ILEARN in the school building.  These tests cannot be taken at 
home.  I will be sending out a schedule soon, to let you know when your child 
will be testing.  Please me on the lookout as I will be sending it through email 
and posting it on the Northwood website https://fortwayneschools.org/
northwood.  If you have any questions about the schedule, please don’t hesi-
tate to reach out to myself. 

Soccer and track season will be occurring this spring.  We are excited 
to announce, at this time, that we will be able to have spectators at the 
games/meets!  We have missed having our fans at our sporting events and 
can’t wait to see everyone in person.  Soccer games will start at 4:00 and 
track meets will start at 3:30.  You can find our full schedules and coach infor-
mation on the Northwood website under Co-curricular-Spring Sports.  If 
you have any questions, please reach out to Adam Martin, Assistant Principal.  
                Lastly, I want to tell you all again, how proud I am of our families, 
students and staff at Northwood Middle School.  This has been a crazy year 
for all of us. The changes were difficult and at times could have been very 
frustrating for some, but we stuck to it, learned a lot and navigated through 
this time together.  Please remember that we are here to support you.  Con-
tinue to reach out to your teachers for help and support as needed.  We got 
this!  Let’s finish this year out strong! 
 
                                                                 

  Thanks, 

Lindsey Baumgartner, Principal 

March 2021 

FWCS Mission 

Fort Wayne Community 

School educates all  stu-

dents to high standards 

enabling them to become 

productive, responsible 

citizens. 

FWCS Vision 

Fort Wayne Community 

Schools will be  

the school system of choice 

and a source of  community 

pride. 
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Transportation 
 As we move into Spring please remember that with the daylight savings time change in early March, the daylight we have 
gained in the mornings will be lost  once we switch, so be careful with horseplay at the corners of the stops and in general walking 
to your stop as cars will be faced with limited visibility due to the darkness. Mornings are still chilly during March and April so con-
tinue to dress accordingly; and the chance for rain will warrant using an umbrella so you don’t have to come to school and have to 
sit in classes in wet clothes for the first half of the day. Also, remember that if you are taking the school meals home at the end of 
the day you can not eat out of them while you are on the bus ride as that is still a violation of FWCS transportation policy and could 
result in warnings and bus referrals on your behavior report. Overall, with all the adjustments to transportation we are continuing 
to have a great year of riding on the bus, so hats off to our students for their efforts in this area of school awareness and compli-
ance – so come on Spring Break! 
 
          —Mr. Edmonds 
Safety Reminders 

 

  7th grade students continue to receive the Project Alert curriculum through Science classes.  Project Alert is a 
substance abuse prevention curriculum proven effective in reducing experimentation and usage among teens. Project 
Alert consists of eleven lessons, with one lesson taught each week normally on Wednesdays. We are committed to 
providing the most effective approaches to prevent the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs in our schools and 
community. Prevention of drug use and abuse is most effective when it is a partnership between the community, the 
home, and the school. Some of the lessons in Project Alert ask the students to speak with their parent or guardian 
about what they have learned or about their own experiences with peer pressure. I encourage you to ask your student 
about drugs and the pressures to try drugs. Research shows that teens who learn about the risks of drugs at home, 
from parents or other caregivers, are up to 50% less likely to use drugs.  If you have any questions, please contact me. 
           
          – Ben Young, School Resource Officer 

From the Office 

Student Corner—Spring Break Plans 
 

What are you going to do on Spring Break? 
 

Darrious Hall (7th Grade) – 
 

 “I get to spend time 
with my family on 
Spring Break.  My Aunt 
lives in Cromwell, IN.  
It’s a tiny town by Michi-
gan.  Then the second 
half of the break, I get 
to go to Kentucky to vis-

it my grandfather.  He’s going to rent a log 
cabin, and we’ll get to spend time together.”  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Xavier Pointer (7th Grade) –  
 

“Spring Break is going to be fun because I 
get to hang out with my father.  He lives by 
Crazy Pins, and we get to do things together 
like play games, laser 
tag, and video games.  
I usually only see him 
every other weekend, 
but I get to spend the 
whole week with him 
this time.”  

2 2  2 2 
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From the Office Continued 
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Counselor’s Corner: The Internet and Teens 
As kids get older, it gets a little trickier to monitor their time spent online. They may carry a smartphone with them at all 

times. They probably want — and need — some privacy. This is healthy and normal, as they're becoming more independ-

ent from their parents. The Internet can provide a safe "virtual" environment for exploring some newfound freedom if pre-

cautions are taken. 

Talk about the sites and apps teens use and their online experiences. Discuss the dangers of interacting with strangers 

online and remind them that people online don't always tell the truth. Explain that passwords are there to protect against 

things like identity theft. They should never share them with anyone, even a boyfriend, girlfriend, or best friend. 

Taking an active role in your kids' Internet activities helps ensure that they benefit from them without being exposed to the 

potential dangers. 

Basic guidelines to share with your kids for safe online use: 

Follow the family rules, and those set by the Internet service provider. 

Never post or trade personal pictures. 

Never reveal personal information, such as address, phone number, or 

school name or location. 

Use only a screen name and don't share passwords (other than with parents). 

Never agree to get together in person with anyone met online without parent approval and/or supervision. 

Never respond to a threatening email, message, post, or text. 

Always tell a parent or other trusted adult about any communication or conversation that was scary or hurt-

ful. 

To open an account for Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Snapchat you must be 13 years of age or older.  

YouTube allows an account to be opened at 13 years old with parent permission, without parent permission 

you must be 18 years old.        

         Amy Curtis, School Guidance Counselor 
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From the Office Continued 

SHIRTS 
1. “Spirit Wear” t-shirts and sweatshirts with 

Northwood logos are preferred. In addi-
tion to Spirit Wear, a solid color polo shirt 
is acceptable. 

2. During the winter months, long sleeve 
shirts may be worn under shirts.  The 
sleeves must be a solid color and contain 
no designs or 
markings. 

3. For hygienic rea-
sons, gym shirts 
may not be worn 
in place of dress 
policy shirts. 

4. Shirts may not be 
tied in the back, 
cut, or modified in anyway. 

 
PANTS/SKIRTS/CAPRIS/SHORTS 

1. Pants colors are Black or Tan (Khaki) only.  
2. Properly fitting (not tight or “skinny”) solid 

color bottoms.  
3. Pants (etc.) are to be worn above the hip 

bone.      No sagging!  
4. Cotton twill, cotton/poly blends, corduroy, 

or wool fabric only.  
5. Shorts/skirts/jumpers/etc. must be black 

or tan and properly fitting and at least 
“finger-tip” in length (modesty).  
“Leggings” may not be worn underneath. 

  
Out of Dress Policy 

If a student comes to school not wearing their 
uniform they may receive a warning, be given 
a chance to call home for a change of clothes 
and/or be offered a change of clothes. 
Students that are repeatedly out of dress code 
may be put in ISS until clothes are brought for 
them and/or receive a referral. 
 

 
NOT PERMITTED: 
Nylon wind-pants, sweatpants, or stretch-
fabric pants are not allowed.  No holes, rips, 
and/or tears are permitted. 
Bandanas, headbands and scarfs are not per-
mitted to be worn or visible. 
NO SKINNY PANTS, YOGA PANTS, JEGGINGS 

or SIMILAR STRETCH MATERIALS! 
  

SWEATER/SWEATSHIRTS/HOODIES 
1. Any “Spirit Wear” sweatshirt may be worn 

or layered over dress code policy shirts. 
2. Solid color sweatshirts/sweaters/hoodies 

with no logos or designs on them are per-
mitted. 

3. Sweatshirts with full zippers and coats/
jackets are not permitted to be worn dur-
ing the school day. 

  
SOCKS/SHOES 

1. Any shoe deemed safe and appropriate for 
school is acceptable.  

2. Flip flops, house slippers, and/or slides are 
not appropriate for 
school.   

3. Sandals must have a back. 
4. Shoes with shoe strings 

must be kept tied. 
  

DISCLAIMER 
Northwood administrators and staff reserve 
the right to determine what is compliant and 
non-compliant in terms of this dress code poli-
cy. 
When students are permitted to dress out of 
Northwood’s Dress Code Policy, students must 
dress according to the FWCS dress code guide-
lines which can be found in the FWCS Student-
Parent Handbook. 
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6th Grade News and Notes 

6 6 

Language Arts: 
 In quarter 3, students worked through unit 4 and much of unit 5.  In unit 4, students focused on research and the im-
portance of citing text evidence to support their writing. Our students created timelines on their favorite inventions and wrote and 
recorded "YouTube Reviews" on a different invention of their choice.  They did this via Flipgrid.   
  As we moved into unit 5, we started a second novel study on Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan.  Students focused on 
reciprocal teaching and collaboration, as they thought critically about each chapter.  We also worked on answering constructed re-
sponse questions about our novel using the RACE (Restate, Answer, Cite, Explain) method.  This allowed our students to dive even 
deeper into the novel.  We have been excited about how well student collaboration has gone over Zoom! Your students are truly 
growing in their technology skills alongside their language arts skills. 
  As we finish Unit 5, we will write persuasive essays "to the mayor" and we will create digital murals.  Students will learn 
more about murals in our city as well.      
         -Mrs. Mullins and Ms. Meinerding 

 

Social Studies: 
 We are finishing up with the events of the Early 
Modern Era: 1500 to 1800.  We are focusing on the Age 
of Exploration and the dominance of European coun-
tries.  The Industrial Revolution was interesting as the 
chapter really put much emphasis on children’s role in 
this time period (working 12-14 hours a day, being 
chained to machines, and getting paid very little money). 
The last week of this grading period was about the 
French Revolution and the rise and fall of its leaders. 
 The last nine weeks we will study from the 
1800s to modern Europe: industrialization to world 
wars,  human rights to globalization. 
 Students and parents continue to check 
gradebook for any missing work.  Also we will continue 
to use Common Lit to really push our reading and com-
prehension skills. 
   —Mr. Feagler & Mr. Knox 

 
Science 

 6th grade Science classes have been busy study-
ing planets and the solar system.  The students created 
models, books, calendars, comic strips, or google slides 
to present their information.  The students did a nice job 
with their projects.  Currently, 6th grade students are 
studying photosynthesis and cells.  They are making 
models and will be able to work with microscopes soon, 
taking on deeper learning into the micro-world of 
cells.  After that students will start to study ecosystems, 
habitats, and biomes; learn-
ing how animals and plants 
adapt and live in their envi-
ronments.   
—Mrs. Getts and Mr. Felger 

 

Mathematics 

In 6th grade math, we are fin-
ishing a unit of study about 
equations and inequali-
ties.  This was our first intro-
duction to Algebra. We 
learned to write and solve one
-step equations and to define 
the variables. In addition, we 

used substitution to decide if a specific number makes 
an equation or inequality true. We also learned to graph 
the solutions of inequalities on a number line. Through-
out this unit we worked with whole numbers, decimals, 
fractions and integers. In our next unit, students will 
learn how to find the area of complex shapes composed 
of polygons. They also deduce the measurement of 
missing interior angles within triangles and quadrilat-
erals and apply this information to solve mathematical 
and real-word problems. In addition, students will draw 
polygons on a coordinate plane given coordinates as and 
use coordinates to deduce the length of a side joining 
points with the same first coordinate or the same sec-
ond coordinate. Real-world applications will be provided 
throughout the unit. While acquiring these skills stu-
dents will be expected to defend their answers or cri-
tique the reasoning of others. 
 
 As a reminder, Zoom in 6th grade math is man-
datory each day for the entire length of the class period 
a student is learning from home.  Students not attending 
Zoom will be counted absent.  In addition, if your child 
has not mastered multi-digit multiplication and division, 
we ask that he/she continue that practice at 
home.  These skills are embedded in our learning the 
rest of the school year so students need to have mastery 
of both areas in order to be successful in math. 
   —Mrs. Buchs and Mrs. Hobbs
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7th Grade Happenings 
 

Science 
 7th grade science has been digging into the geologic 
time scale. We traveled back in time to visit dinosaurs and 
mass extinction events. We created a model timeline to 
show events that occurred from 4.6 billion years ago to pre-
sent. Students are beginning to learn about thermal energy 
and how it is transferred with convection, conduction and 
radiation. There will be many hands on experiments head-
ing into this unit. Students will get to design and build their own thermos. We 
continue to have fun designing 3D printed projects that students may work on as 
a reward for doing all their work.  
     Mrs. Stath-Tracy and Mrs. Fenn 
 

 
Social Studies 

This quarter 7th grade social studies explored the 
world of imperialism in Africa and Asia as we learned 
about the impact of imperialism in the Eastern World. 
We researched different explorers, created maps, and 
talked about the importance of natural resources. 
During the 4th quarter, we will be looking at the prob-

lems confronting countries in Africa and Asia, as well as learning about the cul-
ture and daily lives of the people that live there.  
     —Mr. Fiedler and Mrs. O'Shaughnessy  
 

 
 

Mathematics: 
  Here we are, heading into the home stretch of the 2020-2021 school 

year. In this third quarter, the seventh grade math team focused on key terms 

and concepts to develop the skills students will need in eighth grade and be-

yond. We studied a variety of topics in nine weeks: Inequalities; Circumference 

and Area of Circles; Surface Area and Volume of Prisms and Cylinders; Statistics; 

and Probability. These topics relate to a number of real-world skills our students 

will need: budgeting, cooking, building, gaming, and analyzing data. We want 

them to develop these critical thinking and problem solving skills so that they 

can be successful in every aspect of their lives. We’re looking forward to nine 

more weeks of hard work, and with the days getting longer and Spring Break 

right around the corner, we all feel a renewed energy and are excited to finish 

the year strong.  

As always, Mrs. McKenzie, Mrs. Rizvic, and Mr. Flohr are here to support you and 

want to wish you a Happy Spring! 

 
 
 

  

 

Language Arts 

7th grade students spent most of 
Quarter 3 arguing!   
 
Persuasively that is :) 
 
Students focused on argument 
writing, research, and presenta-
tion.  They had to choose be-
tween ocean or space explora-
tion, and argue which one would 
benefit from more funding.  The 
7th graders overall did an amaz-
ing job at coming up with rea-
sons, claims, and facts to back up 
their arguments.  They took the 
argument papers and turned 
them into presentations through 
FlipGrid or in-person speeches.  It 
was a big unit and they worked 
very hard!  
 
We have moved on to Unit 5 and 
shifted gears.  Our main focus 
now is literature, theme, plot, 
and figurative language, using 
short stories, plays, and poetry.  
They will have some narrative 
writing in this unit as well.  When 
we return from Spring Break, 
students will move into the final 
unit of the year!   
 
Please continue to monitor your 
child’s PowerSchool gradebook 
for missing assignments, and re-
mind students that they need to 
be present on zoom the days they 
are at home. 
 
    
Mrs. Christen and Mr. Klaiss 

7 7 



 
Science                                    
 

8th grade students have 
been busy with hands-on 
activities this month. They 
completed two large labs 
covering the greenhouse 
effect and water pollution. 
Students were able to use 
new technology such as 
our pocket lab and gas lab 
devices.  

Tracking data and analyz-
ing what the data means is 
very important when look-
ing at different greenhouse 
gases. The past week stu-
dents worked in groups 
through zoom on a global 
warming project. Students 
collaborated on google 
slides to answer questions 
and gather information to 
analyze. They used 
google sheets to create 
different graphs. We will 
be wrapping up this unit 
and beginning Biology. 
This will be very important 
for students as they will be 
taking freshman Biology at 
the start of next year in 
high school. 
 
Mr. Grinstead and Mrs. 
Stath-Tracy 

8th Grade Cardinal News 
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Mathematics 

In 8th grade Algebra I, the 3rd quarter has been filled with 

critical thinking!  We continue to push students to struggle pro-

ductively, and to try their best to use resources before giving up 

and/or asking for help.  We give them lots of resources:  notes, an-

chor charts, calculators, and more!   

In unit six, we learned about “Exploring Bivariate Data”.  

Here, we studied scatterplots and trend lines.  We should now un-

derstand the difference between correlation and causation.  Ask 

your student if eating ice cream causes shark attacks.  We also are 

able to make predictions using trend lines.   

In our seventh unit, “Exponents and Scientific Notation”, we 

learned about the rules of exponents!  For instance, we know that 

when a number is raised to the power of 0, the answer is always 1!  

We also learned when using scientific notation is beneficial.  

Check to see if your student remembers when and why he/she 

should use scientific notation! 

In our ninth unit, “Transformations”, students have learned 

about four different transformations:  reflections, rotations, trans-

lations, and dilations.   Students have learned how to show these 

transformations by graphing and by using coordinate rules.  Also, 

they should know about congruence mapping and similar figures.  

Ask your student which transformation creates a similar figure.   

There is only one!    

We will finish out our year learning the following topics:  

Pythagorean Theorem, volume, radical/rational expressions, quad-

ratic functions, and polynomial expressions.  Of course, we will 

also sneak in review!   

Please don’t forget to check your child’s gradebook often 
for grades and any missing work.  Students should be on Zoom 
every day he/she is not in the school building.  We are finding that 
if they aren’t, they typically fall behind.  It is super important that 
students continue to strive for mastery; they will continue to see 
the concepts learned this year throughout their high school ca-
reer! 

  —Mrs. Grinstead, Mrs. Keuneke,  and Mrs. Tribble 

 

8 



8th Grade Continued 
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Language Arts 

 Much of the third quarter in Language Arts was a liter-

ature unit spent focusing on fictional short stories.  We read 

“The Sniper'', “The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Monkey’s 

Paw”.  We focused on dialogue, context clues, theme, citing 

text evidence and identifying characters actions and their ef-

fect on the overall plot.  Students also had the chance to 

write an alternate ending to the classic story, “The Tell Tale 

Heart”.  It was a fun unit that the students seemed to enjoy.   

 We have recently started our next unit.  This unit is an 

argumentative writing unit.  Students have and will be reading example ar-

gumentative essays and composing their own essays.  This unit is very sci-

ence focused.  We have already spent some time researching the greatest 

inventions of all time.   

 Next, we will be beginning to research and write argument es-

says.  Students will be choosing a significant world problem that they be-

lieve science experts should work on solving.  They will be arguing why that 

world problem is such an issue.  In their essays, they will compose a claim, 

give supporting evidence (through research) and acknowledge and refute 

the counterclaim.  It will be a very intensive unit that will require students to 

work their hardest, as it will be very challenging to many to produce this for-

mal essay.  Once students have completed their essays, they will be giving 

speeches on their essay topics.  Both writing these essays and giving public 

speeches are important skills (and state standards) they need to develop 

before heading to high school.  One student from the 8th grade class will be 

chosen to represent Northwood in the FWCS Speech Contest later this 

school year.  

 Finally, please note that in lieu of other formal homework every night 

in Language Arts class, we expect students to read nightly.  We consider 

the reading for 20 minutes every night to be their homework.  Please feel 

free to email either of us if you have any questions or concerns.  

 

kristina.vanhorn@fwcs.k12.in.us  scott.klaiss@fwcs.k12.in.us 

 

 

 

Social Studies 

8
th
 graders started 

the quarter studying 
the United States 
Constitution and Bill 
of Rights.  Students 
completed a project 
where they had to 
choose the 2 amend-
ments most im-
portant to them and 
create a post-
er.  Then students 
dove into Jefferson’s 
and Adams’ presi-
dencies and the chal-
lenges faced by our 
new republic.  They 
created a magazine 
for the era which in-
cluded the Lewis and 
Clark expedition, the 
War of 1812, the 
Monroe Doctrine, Na-
tive Americans Unite, 
inventions of the 
time, and other 
changes to the Amer-
ican landscape.  Stu-
dents are now head-
ed into the Jackson 
era which will include 
the Erie Canal and 
Trail of Tears. 
 

 
—Mr. Stroud and 
Mrs. O’Shaughnessy  
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Spanish 
Hola a todos!!!!  As we are closing up the 3rd quarter, all Spanish classes are wrapping up their 

units with a project on the country of Chile in South America.  It is the most 
unique country on the planet geographically in that it is 2600 miles long but only 
has a width on average of 110 miles. All students will be creating a poster online 
choosing from a variety of themes.  At the end of the project in the 2nd week of 
March, we will be having a guest speaker via Zoom with a close friend of mine 
who is from Chile. He is the co-founder and CEO of Language Matters, a com-
pany that helps people all over the world speak Spanish and English.  All stu-
dents are engaging in the culture of this amazing country and I look forward to 
seeing them interact with our guest speaker. 

  

          —Mr. Schuh 

Related Arts Classes 
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Choir/Guitar 
 The Northwood Choirs (7th grade choir, 8th grade choir, and the Wave of Youth show choir) will 
have their Spring Concert for the year very soon and the kids are excited to show you their next virtual 
performance!  Northwood bands and choirs are looking into possible fundraisers we could do to help 
raise money for our programs.  Fundraising is an essential part of the development of our programs 
and will help raise money to buy new instruments, new music, and help maintain existing equip-
ment.  I have enjoyed the Artist Interview projects created so far by the Exploring Music classes, as 
we launch into more solo performance projects on guitar for the semester I cannot wait to see what 
my classes will come up with next.  Very soon, we will also begin studying drums and then we can 
really ROCK OUT! 

Best, 

Mr. May 

 
 
Media Center  
  
Hey there, this is Richard Tam from the Media Center here. We just wanted to remind everyone that 
you can still reserve and check out books through our online application, Destiny, which is accessible 
through Clever. Whether you're in-person or all virtual, feel free to browse through our physical and 
electronic collection at your leisure. Physical titles will be available for pick up either in your Language 
Arts class or the main office. Students can check out up to three books at a time for a full two weeks. 
For those of you who currently have books checked out, try to return them in as a timely fashion as 
you can or renew them with your Language Arts teacher.  
 
If you have any questions about how to navigate Destiny or any of the policies of the Media Center, 
please do not hesitate to ask. Your Language Arts teacher will be able to assist you with Destiny, and 
you can always contact us directly down in the Media Center as well. More information is also availa-
ble on the Media Center page on PowerSchool. 
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Radio/TV  
Broadcasting: 

 

Students in Mass Media 
created Public Service 
Announcements for their 
peers during Quarter 3, 
many of which will be 
aired during lunch and 
on Access TV!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students are also learn-
ing about the impacts of 
social media, online eti-
quette, and the digital 
footprint. During Quarter 
4, students will make vid-
eos for PBS Expectations 
to be used at the begin-
ning of next school year.  
 
 —Mrs. Sutton 
 

 

Digital Citizenship 

 
Even though Digital Citizenship (keyboarding class) is listed as a Related 
Arts class and is semi-elective, in to-
day’s age of technology, keyboarding 
is an essential life skill!  This class be-
gins with the basics to provide the 
foundation for excellent technique 
from which speed and accuracy flow.  
Daily practice and routine timed 
writings help develop keying profi-
ciency.  We began a unit of working 
and learning in Google Docs.  Again, we start basic and get more com-
plex as the quarter and semester continue.  After Google Docs finishes 
up, we’ll dive into Google Slides.    
 
We’ve all had a great start and finish of the 3rd 9-weeks grading period.  
It’s time to re-up our focus and determination to finish the school year 
strong.  We got this.  Let’s keep it going!! 

        —Mr. Leitz 
 
Physical Education 

 
Physical Education classes have been enjoying 

inside sports the third grading period along 

with learning about the 46 Presidents and 

some famous Black Athletes in Sports.   

 

 

We have been playing volleyball (7th & 8th grade), 

indoor soccer (6th grade), pin dodgeball, bowling & 

cornhole.  We have been working diligently on im-

proving our flexibility, strength and our speed to 

improve scores on the President Fitness Tests. Stu-

dents take the Shuttle Run, Sit-Ups and the Sit & Reach tests. During 

the fourth quarter, we will be playing basketball, soccer, matball, foot-

ball and hopefully will be able to run the mile. 

      Mrs. Andrews 

Elective Classes Continued 
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Instrumental Music 
 
We had a great performance at the Northside Jazz Festival on Satur-
day, February 27th! The students played well, and Jonathan Reyes 
and Yael Trejo received Solo Awards for their efforts.  
 
Our next performance will be on Saturday, March 13 at the Northrop 
Jazz Festival.  
 
Band and Orchestra News: 
 
We are working on music for our upcoming Virtual Concert in May 2021.  

 
The Beginning Band will play High Adventure and Rock It Science.  
The Beginning Strings will perform Lackawanna Locomotive and Land of the 
Roaring Lion. 
The Advanced Band will perform Pirates of the Caribbean and Drive. 
The Orchestra will perform Dragonhunter and one other piece TBD. 

 
      —Mr. Smekens 

Elective Classes Continued 
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Art 
 
Spring semester in the art room has been filled with creating. Sixth grade has been creating a mix of 
digital and 2D art. Seventh and eighth grade art has created collages representing their goals, land-
scapes inspired by National Park poster art, and are currently working on mixed media portraits in-
spired by Romare Bearden and AfriCobra artists. Advanced art wrapped up two clay projects where 
they learned all the basic hand building techniques and the chemistry involved in the clay stages. Up 
next, all grade levels will be learning different ways artists can be environmentally conscious or how 
artists can use their talent to unite people for a cause.  
 

       
   —Mrs. Tremain  
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Athletics/Clubs/Group Wars 
 
Boys’ and girls’ soccer got underway on March 1st.  Coach Knox will continue leading our 
boys’ soccer and their rich tradition of success.  The boys’ first game will be on March 22nd 
when they host Memorial Park.   
 
Girls’ soccer will be having a new coach on board this year.  Coach Benny Saydee brings 
experience to the Lady Cardinals as he also serves as Northrop’s varsity assistant girls 
coach during the fall.  The girls will travel to Memorial Park on March 22nd for their first 
game of the year.  They host Blackhawk on March 24th.   
 
Girls’ and boys’ track gets underway with tryouts starting on March 7th.  Ms. Andrews re-
turns as the teams’ head coach along with Mr. Leitz, Mrs. Hobbs, and Mr. Stroud as assis-
tant coaches.  Tryouts are always competitive so students should be prepared to bring their 
best. 
 
Track’s first meet is on Thursday, April 15th when they travel to Towles.   

 

Clubs – students should continue to sign up using the QR code in the Cafeteria or by following this link -  

https://forms.gle/ZYpRenWaJ35jBnKg8 
 
Jazz club continues in the month of March for those interested in furthering their knowledge and experience with mu-
sic.  Mr. Smekens and company meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
 
Mrs. Stath-Tracy’s 3D Printing club is meeting at least once every week.  Students are given the opportunity to learn how 
to use engineering and technology to create 3D objects.  The club created bath bomb molds to raise money for Riley 
Children’s Hospital and are currently gearing up to make more for St. Patrick’s Day.   
 
Our newest club is being hosted by Mr. Stout in room 138.  This club is exploring the world of video games.  Students 
interested should stop by and talk with Mr. Stout about the types of games they’re playing or some other possibilities 
that should be explored.   

Group Wars 
7th grade Group 2 continues to lead the school with the highest percentage of students passing.  They dominated the 
month of February.   

 
 

RED HOT 
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SHOTS 

CARDINAL 
SQUAD 

Date 6th - G1 6th - G2 7th - G1 7th - G2 8th - G1 8th - G2 

2/1 74% 74% 74% 79% 72% 70% 

2/4 73% 71% 71% 77% 69% 69% 

2-9 72% 69% 69% 76% 75% 68% 

2-15 72% 66% 69% 79% 73% 71% 

2-22 72% 69% 71% 78% 73% 73% 

2-26 72% 73% 73% 80% 74% 72% 

https://forms.gle/ZYpRenWaJ35jBnKg8

