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Belonging. Respect. Achievement. Valor. Effort

Dear Shawnee Family,

It hardly seems possible that we have completed half the school year. I am happy to report that
our students and staff deserve our praise for their performance and hard work. Academic
achievement continues to be our priority. Teachers are analyzing the results of the Scholastic
Reading Inventory (SRI) as we continue to support students in growing their reading
comprehension. All of our teachers are busy offering extra support to students through a
variety of safety nets, while increasing their expectations for academic achievement. These
interventions include, but are not limited to:
·

·
·
·
·

Small group work on a weekly basis that allows additional re-teaching for students needing
more time and enrichment for students needing more accelerated or deeper learning
opportunities. Small groups will allow teachers to provide more individual attention to
students’ needs.

Conferencing with individual students as they read at least 15 minutes per day of a novel of
their choosing.

After school extended learning on Tuesday-Thursday with individual teachers.
Rigorous instruction that requires students to think and respond in a more extended fashion;
students will apply their learning rather than simply giving one or two word answers.
Building assessments based on the College and Career Ready standards.
Using literacy strategies in all classes to help students increase their understanding of
non-fiction texts.

Although summer seems a distant prospect, we are currently putting into place plans for the
2017-18 school year. Our 8th graders will be meeting with counselors from Northrop and South
Side to select courses for their freshman year. 6th and 7th graders will be receiving their course
selection sheets in May. We thank our parents for their continued support and urge them to
contact us whenever questions arise.
Sincerely,
Matt Schiebel,
Principal

Disaster Drills Continue
Most parents are familiar with the procedures for fire and tornado drills;
these drills have been a part of American school culture for decades.
The security drill is designed to ensure that students are safe and secure
in the event of a dangerous intruder or other situation. We will conduct
two such drills each year. Our own FWPD school resource officers provide us guidance during
these drills.
In order to reinforce our message of safety and security, Shawnee also works with the Ft.
Wayne Police Department’s K-9 Unit to do random locker searches for drugs and weapons.
While no contraband has been found, we will continue to send a strong message to students
that safety and order are priorities at our school.

COUNSELOR NOTES

Trends & Teens : DANGEROUS MOBILE APPS
February 7th 6:00-7:30p
Family Community Engagement Center
230 East Douglas St.

PAPER TIGERS: “a moving and profoundly important film that offers critical insights into one of the most widespread educational and health challenges in
American society.”
Premiere Showing Dates: Tuesday, January 31@ 4:00pm
Wednesday, February 1 @ 5:00pm
Family and Community Engagement Center
230 East Douglas Avenue
ATTENTION PARENTS OF 7TH AND 8TH GRADE STUDENTS
PLEASE SIGN UP FOR 21ST CENTURY SCHOLARS!
DON’T MISS OUT ON AN OPPORTUNITY TO GET COLLEGE TUITION
PAID!!!
SEE MRS. NEVILS FOR QUESTIONS AND APPLICATIONS

Policy Reminders
·

·
·

A reminder that clothing may not have tears or holes that
allow skin or undergarments to be visible. Students who
wear pants that have tears or holes will be asked to change
into gym shorts or appropriate pants.

Although leggings are in fashion at the moment, they may
only be worn if they are covered by another garment(shirt,
sweater, skirt, shorts) to fingertip length.

Plain bottled water is the only beverage students may bring
to school. Pop, coffee, energy drinks may not be brought to
school.

· Parents who transport students to school MUST drop off the
students in the parking lot. Students should NEVER exit/enter
a vehicle while on Cook Road.
Cell phones and headphones may be used BEFORE 7:10 am and
AFTER 2:25pm; however, during school hours, these devices are
to be turned off and must remain out of sight. Students may call
parents at lunch from the office phone; likewise, phone
messages from parents will be given to students at the end of
the day. Portable speakers are to be left at home.

Important Numbers

Mr. Schiebel
Principal

467-6528

Mr. Schafer

Assistant Principal
467-6534

Ms. Potts

Assistant Principal

467-6529

Mrs. Nevils

Guidance Counselor
467-6532

Ms. Harris

Administrative Assistant
467-6533

Mr. Fitts

Administrative Assistant
467-6587

Secretary/Treasurer
An easy way for parents to help
Parents are often eager to assist the school, but may have
limited time due to work or child care schedules. One of the
simplest ways to help is to donate printer paper to Shawnee.
We are constantly in need of plain white printer paper. If you or
your business has an extra ream of white copier/printer paper
to donate, please feel free to drop the paper off in our front
office or send it to school with your child. Thanks to the parents
who have already donated paper; your donations are very much
appreciated!

Mrs. Hostetler
467-6526

Secretary/Registrar
Mrs. McGhee
467-6525

Ms. Trice

Student Services

(sick child, homework request, mes-

sage for student)

467-6530

Mrs. Dundon
Nurse

467-6531

Social Studies

Sixth Grade Social Studies is
gearing up to study the
Mesoamerican cultures of the
Mayan and Aztec people. We will
cover the history, culture, and everyday
lives of each society, as well as the religions
and rituals related to them. We will then
move on to the continent of Europe,
studying such subjects as the Ancient
Greeks and Romans, the Medieval Period,
the Feudal System, and the Crusades.

-

-

6TH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS
Ms. Riebersal & Mrs. Knuth:

-

SCIENCE
In December we spent our time getting to
know the planets in our solar system as well
as information on each planet with respect to
average temperature, color, size, and length
of year.
Now we are exploring the
characteristics of living and
non-living things, and classifying living organisms. We will also be delving into animal
cells and plant cells. We will illustrate the
parts of the cells, as well as build
representations of them.

Focusing on the following:
*Choice reading/notice and noteother reading strategies/conf.
*Citing text evidence using RACES
strategy
*Stamina writing/reading
*Context clues
*Keywords (narrowing the search)
*Tables/diagrams/charts
*Author’s purpose, character
analysis, point of view, plot
*Precise/vivid language in writing
*Details: Supporting conclusions
drawn from text
*Setting: Inference from text
*Grammar mini-lessons
*ISTEP review/test taking skills/
following directions

*Please make sure your son/daughter has
supplies: new Journal, extra paper,
pencils and erasers. Encourage
reading at home, writing down
assignments, and being organized.
Thank you for your support!

Social Studies
Social Studies classes had a very eventful
second quarter with several special learning
opportunities. We spent time learning about
the election process and watching it come to life with the
recent inauguration. Classes also participated in cyber
bullying training sponsored by the YWCA. Third quarter
has the seventh graders beginning the history, geography,
government, and economic standards for specific regions.
We are working our way through Africa by region focusing
on the ancient history, land and climate, and modern
issues.
Students will be academically pushed and
challenged as we move closer to ISTEP testing.
A
reminder that all the seventh grade students will
participate in social studies testing for ISTEP this year.

This quarter in Language Arts, we are
working to prepare for ISTEP, which will be
here before we realize it! Students are
diligently practicing non-fiction text
questions and RACES, particularly with
paired text articles. Additionally, we are
spending time each week focusing on
stamina writing. We are continuing our
study of Greek/Latin roots this quarter.
Please practice these words with your
student at home to help prepare for our quiz
each week. As always, in order to further
support our focus on literacy, we continue to
encourage each of our students to read 20
minutes a night. We saw promising growth
after our second round of SRI at the
beginning of December, and hope to see
that trend continue as we move into the
second half of the year.

7th Grade Science
7th grade students finished up
the first semester with an
aviation project that students
really enjoyed and produced
some amazing examples. Moving on in the
third grading period we have looked at, and analyzed minerals and are now working on rocks.
We will also be looking at the geologic time scale
and plate tectonics, along with the layers of the
earth. We are looking forward to some interesting labs and short projects!!
Go Brave Scientists!!!

Einstein Edits
8th Grade Science
Mr.Hurd and Mrs. Taylor

Happy New Year! We are just finishing
up the last two small units associated
with chemistry which include chemical bonding
and reactions as well as nuclear chemistry. If any
of you have relatives who were alive during World
War II, it would be an interesting topic to discuss
their memories of the atomic bomb being created.
We will be starting our earth science
standards shortly. We will be studying
the layers of the atmosphere as they
relate to weather. We will also be
discussing energy transfer, the water cycle, wind
formation, weather factors, weather forecasting,
and severe storms. Since Indiana is susceptible to
various severe storms – blizzards, tornadoes,
thunderstorms, floods – students can generally
related to this section and often create great
projects dealing with storm safety and
preparedness. This is a great topic on which
students and parents can collaborate. Another
earth science standard that we will be discussing is
renewable/non-renewable resources and how we
can be responsible citizens in helping to reduce,
reuse, and recycle.
The entire last grading period will be spent on life
science standards in preparation for 9th grade
Biology. Hopefully, this will make an easier
transition into high school biology. We will be
studying classification, taxonomy, cell structure
and function, changes over time, genetics, ecology
and various other related topics.

8th grade Social Studies
Mr. Dressler and Mr. Singleton
The 8th grade social studies students
have been busy learning about the
Constitution, check and balances, and
the Bill of Rights. We are
moving on this quarter by
learning about the first
presidents, Lewis and Clark,
and westward expansion. We will also
be tying 20th and 21st centuries’ fight
for civil rights and what people in the
19th century fought for with civil rights.
We’re off to a good start! Enjoy this 3rd
grading period and we look forward
to getting a lot accomplished!
Mr. Dressler and Mr. Singleton

Algebra 1
The next units will cover laws of
exponents, algebraic ratios, and
polynomials. Our last unit will cover
quadratics. Preparation for the ISTEP
10 will continue for the next several
months and students will take the ISTEP
10 during their sophomore year.
Students will receive a letter discussing
the possibilities for earning high
school credit for taking this course.

8th grade Language Arts classes are working on arguing! That’s right! Reading, writing,
and speaking all have critical elements of the argument process. In addition to reading a
variety of non-fiction passages, we will be using selections to provide information or support to
write argumentative essays.
8th grade Language Arts will also begin preparing for ISTEP by completing
some stamina reading and writing tasks. Reading at home also helps build
stamina, vocabulary, and background knowledge. Please try to read every
day for at least 30 minutes!

Advanced Language Arts classes will begin their unit of the Holocaust. Watch
for a parent information letter coming home soon!

___________

_______________________________________________

_______________________

We are beginning a new grading period, and with that, a new opportunity for success for your
child. We have gone over our expectations with the students in class and are hoping to get
your support in helping him/her to have their gym clothes laundered regularly and returned
with the student the next day so they can receive full credit for being dressed each day.
Each student has been issued a lock and a locker to use in order to keep their clothing and
books secure while they are in the gym or overnight. Please discuss with your son/daughter
the importance of making sure that the lock is locked and their clothes are inside of the locker
each time they leave the locker.
We will begin our semester by participating in winter sports, such as volleyball, basketball,
and floor hockey. Our desire is to have each student play each day and learn the rules of the
games we play. We enjoy working with your sons/daughters and hope that they will be
respectful as we try to teach them. We want them to be active, and we hope that they will
enjoy the class.

Change of Address, Phone Numbers, and E-mails.
Please notify the school office anytime you have a new address, home phone number, work
number, or e-mail address. Our attendance secretary works diligently to make sure parents
are notified if a student is absent or becomes seriously ill or injured. It is vital that we have
updated contact information so that parents can be reached quickly.

Scholastic Art Winner
A big congratulations to 7th grader Lamontrelle Manning who was awarded a silver key for his
artwork entered by Ms. Klee. His work was submitted to the Scholastic Art and Writing
Competition. Lamontrelle will be recognized with other winners at the Grand Wayne Center
and the FWCS School Board meeting.

Shawnee Middle School participated in the Scripps/Journal Gazette Spelling Bee this year!
Students received study brochures from their language arts teachers prior to participating in
individual classroom spelling bees. The winners of the classroom bees advanced to the
school-wide spelling bee where twenty-five students from all three grade levels competed for
the championship. Lucas Williamson (6th), Leo Redwanski (7), and Carlynda Nguyen (8) held on
until the final round where the word equestrian" put Carlynda in the Champion Spotlight!!!
2nd Runner-up Lucas Williamson
1st Runner-up Leo Redwanski
Champion-Carlynda Nguyen

Carlynda will represent Shawnee Middle School at the next level spelling bee at
IPFW!!!

Good Luck, Carlynda!!!

Vocal

The vocal department will be very busy during the winter months with
several performances. During the months of January, February and March
Sound Explosion will be competing at Carroll (Jan. 20), Dekalb (Feb. 10th),
Homestead (Feb. 11th ), Northrop ( Feb. 17th) and East Noble (March 3rd ) . Good luck to the
show choir at all the competitions!! All of the choirs will be busy learning new music as they
prepare for the related arts festival. Plan to attend the festival on Thursday, March 16th .

Related Arts Festival
Shawnee Related Arts team will host the annual Related Arts Festival on
Thursday, March 16th from 5:30-7:30. This festival will highlight the
students and classes that are offered at Shawnee. Plan on attending for a
great evening of food, fun, games, and great performances by our students.

Band/Orchestra
Congratulations to Shane Angel
Bongbonga!!! Shane Angel made the
Fort Wayne Community Schools Honors
Orchestra.
Congratulations to Josh Harter!!! Josh
made Three Rivers Honors Band.

Good Luck to all the ISSMA Solo and
Ensemble participates. They compete
at Carol High School Feb. 4, 2017.

The Advanced Band and Advanced
Orchestra will be attending the Indiana
State School Music Association Contest
on March 11, 2017. Good luck to all!!

**Feb. 16th 6-8pm
Superheroes and Fractions
**March 30th 6-8pm
Planting Seeds of Reading
**May 1oth 6-8pm
Books and Bing
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School Improvement Plan Focus Area: Writing

School Improvement Plan Action Steps: All teachers will embed weekly writing
in all classrooms using journaling and/or quick writes with anecdotal feedback.
Mission

Fort Wayne Community School educates all

students to high standards enabling them to
become productive, responsible citizens.

Vision

Fort Wayne Community Schools will be

the school system of choice and a source of
community pride.

Non-discrimination statement: In accordance with federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy,
this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability.

