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Belonging. Respect. Achievement. Valor. Effort

Dear Shawnee Families,

Happy Holidays! Our school is an energetic community filled with learning activities that extend far beyond the end of day. Teachers continue to stretch our students by emphasizing the
importance of literacy each and every day. Our students are writing weekly in every class and
using reading comprehension strategies to become actively engaged with the textbooks. The
Shawnee staff is using frequent assessments in order to differentiate their instruction for students; as a result, students who are ready to move beyond the grade level standards are given
more rigorous lessons, while students who need more review are provided with additional
learning opportunities, often in a small group setting. I am pleased to report that teachers are
allowing students more choices in how they demonstrate their understanding of the content; by
providing more individualized learning, students are become more active participants in their
own education. Students continue to read at least 15 minutes of self-selected reading each day,
with language arts teachers providing individual conferencing. Our math teachers will continue to push students to work hard by developing their problem-solving skills. Teachers are also
preparing their students for the more rigorous version of ISTEP+ that will focus on the College
and Career Ready Standards adopted by the state of Indiana.
Teachers and administrators have continued to raise academic expectations for students.
Teachers are continuing to find novel ways to differentiate their instruction, while holding students accountable for homework and in-class assignments. Teachers are providing additional
tutoring after school and we have given many of our students an additional language arts or
math support class, where technology helps them strengthen their skills in these content areas.
As parents, you should feel fortunate to have an outstanding faculty working with your
students. Teachers have continued to reward students for positive behaviors and are going the
extra mile to hold fundraisers and provide creative incentives. All three grade levels celebrated with students during special positive behavior assemblies. If you ever have the opportunity
to take a 20-minute tour of our building, please call me; I am always proud to show visitors the
reality of a high quality public school education.
I encourage our families to take full advantage of the upcoming winter break. The greatest
gift we can give our children is our time and attention. I extend my wishes for happiness,
health, and prosperity in 2017.
Sincerely,
Matt Schiebel
Principal

Student Safety
Student safety is always a priority at Shawnee. While I can assure parents that
we have a secure learning environment during the day, I am increasingly
worried about the safety of students who walk home each day. Students are to
cross Cook Road at the stoplight; the same is true of those students who
cross Coldwater Road. Each day, students wait until they have left school
property and are out of sight of the school and then they race across the street, often darting out in front
of cars. In years past, students have been injured by cars.
Parents who transport students to school MUST drop off the students in the parking lot. Students should
NEVER exit a vehicle while on Cook Road. While the parking lot may be crowded during the 10
minutes immediately before and after school, I ask parents to support Shawnee in ensuring student
safety. Avoiding a five minute wait should never be more important than the safety of our students.
Extended Learning
Students who would benefit from extra tutoring are encouraged to stay for Extended Learning. Teachers
will meet students in the cafeteria and take them for tutoring. The following days are set aside for each
grade level: 6th grade: Thursdays; 7th grade: Tuesdays; 8th grade: Wednesdays. No appointment
is necessary. Students may also receive individual tutoring from their teachers on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. Please contact individual teachers for specific availability.
Thanks Parents!
A special thanks to all of the parents who have donated copy paper to our
school. If you would like to donate a ream or case of paper to Shawnee,
please feel free to drop it off in the main office.

Dress Code Reminders
Pants/shirts may have no tears or holes (skin or undergarments, such as tights or leggings must
not be visible)
Shorts and skirts should be below mid-thigh or finger-tip length.
Tights, leggings, or similar types of clothing must be worn with another clothing item to cover
the shorts/skirts guideline. Tights and leggings may not be worn alone.
All tops must have sleeves ( no sleeveless shirts; shoulders must be covered)
Girls’ tops must be appropriate and no cleavage or undergarments (bras or tank tops) visible.
Remember, dress for success; this is where you work!

Before and After School Supervision

· Please remember, especially during the winter months, that students will
not be admitted into the building until 6:45am. If students are dropped
off prior to 6:45am, please be sure they are dressed according to the weather conditions.
· Students who walk/ride bikes should exit the building at the end of the day
and immediately go home.

· Students who are picked up by a parent are to exit the building immediately
at the end of the day. Parents should pick up their student beginning at
2:20 and no later than 2:45.
· Students who ride an activity bus after school will be supervised by administrators once their club or tutoring has ended.

· Students who walk home or are picked up by parents and stay for
clubs or tutoring should exit the building at the conclusion of the activity,
which is normally around 3:15 pm.

· Students who are being picked up by a parent: Parents should be prepared to pick students up at 3:15pm. When temperatures drop below 32F
(freezing), students will be permitted to wait indoors between the double doors.
For temperatures above freezing, students will wait out front for their rides.
While I realize that traffic is sometimes an issue, I expect parents to arrive in a
timely manner to pick up their students.

· Students may not leave the school property and then return to
school for an event or to ride an activity bus. Once students leave our
property, they are to report home.
Students who do not follow the above rules will not be permitted to remain after
school for any reason.

Many of our families qualify for free or reduced
textbook fees; however, you must apply every year.
If you haven’t applied, please do so online ASAP:
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467-6532

Ms. Harris

Administrative Assistant
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6th grade Science

Math News

In math, we just wrapped up a unit on
fractions! We concluded the unit with a
real-life project over recipes. The
students were asked to take a recipe and
double, triple, and cut the recipe in half.
All of which are skills that we use as
adults regularly! Next, we will be
studying rates and ratios. One topic that
will be covered is unit rates. When you
go to the grocery store, ask your student
which bottle of ketchup is the best buy!

6th Grade Social Studies just finished learning about the Election. Each student received a booklet about the process. We are
also studying United States history. Soon,
we will start our study of Canada.
The 6th Grade is participating in a reading
program called Read a Book, Build a Library
through the McFadden Resources Center.
The students will be reading to fill a suitcase
full of books and school supplies for our local community in need. Please encourage
your son or daughter to read in their spare
time.

We are just finishing up with the Earth, Sun, and
Moon. We will now be learning about the Solar
System. We will begin with the structure of the
Solar System, the inner planets, outer planets,
and then dwarf planets and other objects. Did you
see the Supermoon on November 14th? Share
with your parents about what a Supermoon is and
how long has it been since it was this close to
earth.

Sixth Grade

Language Arts: Ms. Ribersal

Narrative Writing
*Keyboarding review, spacing, centering,
quotations
* Acuity data/practice
* Reading /Analyzing non-fiction text
* Ipads: Close Reading (articles, news websites)
* The Writing process continued (first drafts:
Highlighters to enhance writing, peer revising,
*Test Takers Tips
*Subject /verb agreement, commonly
misspelled words, indefinite pronouns
* Simple, compound and complex sentences
*Reviewing elements of fiction, figurative
Language, vivid language, essay components
Poetry analysis
*Choice Reading/conferencing /reading
strategies

The 7th grade math students have finished working
on ratios and proportions. We wrapped up the unit
with an activity calculating the ratio of color goldfish
and find the unit rate for different size containers of
goldfish. We will be working on percents and
applying them to percent increases over the decades.
After Thanksgiving, we will transition to solving
equations.
In Language Arts, we are continuing to
practice RACES with non-fiction texts each
week. At the beginning of the quarter, we
did a unit on folktales where we focused on
Greek mythology. Currently, students are
working on identifying author’s purpose
within a nonfiction text about women in
aviation. We have also begun a Greek/
Latin root unit this quarter. Each week
students will learn three root words and ten
vocabulary words that we will practice
throughout the week before having a quiz
on Friday. Please encourage your student
to study these words at home! In order to
further support our focus on literacy, we
continue to encourage each of our students
to read 20 minutes a night.

7th Grade Science

We have been working on
force and motion and
learning new concepts
and ideas. Students are
learning how closely math and science are
tied by working force and acceleration
problems. We tested how velocity works
when we chewed bubble gum and tested
our chomps per second. Students are also
increasing their scientific literacy by
reading a non-fiction article about real life
science experiences at their current lexile
range and by learning new vocabulary
weekly.
Looking forward, by Winter Break, we
should be wrapping up physics and moving
on to Earth Science.

Seventh grade Social Studies students have had a very busy last few weeks. Students finished
their second ancient civilization, Egypt and the Nile River, with a layered unit. The unit included
mandatory reading and vocabulary activities to build background knowledge and then had
several choice activities to enrich their understanding of this unique civilization. Once the Ancient
Egypt was wrapped up, students began looking at the election process for the recent presidential
election. Students focused on the process including the steps it takes to become president,
election vocabulary, campaign issues voters consider, etc. Students then participated in a school
wide presidential election on election day. Students seemed to enjoy being able
to participate and be included in this real life civic duty. Upcoming units of study
for seventh graders for the remainder of the second nine weeks include: monotheistic religions and north and west Africa.

8th grade Social Studies
Mr. Dressler and Mr. Singleton

Einstein Edits
8th Grade Science
Mr.Hurd and Mrs. Taylor
We just completed the unit on design processes which
included the bridge unit. Students completed a variety
of differentiated activities such as power points, famous
bridge disasters, famous bridges, bridge architects,
bridges of Allen County, posters, reports, construction
of K’Nex bridges, and building toothpick bridges.
Students also learned several literacy concepts related
to researching information.
We will be spending the remainder of the second
grading period on chemistry topics. This will include
states of matter, atomic structure, molecular bonding,
chemical reactions, balancing chemical equations, and
nuclear chemistry. This can often be a difficult time of
year for students as these topics are a little more
abstract and difficult. It is important for students to be
in school every day as one day builds on the next with
most chemistry topics. Students are encouraged to stay
after school for help if they find themselves struggling
with the information or if they need confirmation that
they understand the topics. Students should check on
Tuesday, Wednesday, and/or Thursday nights for
teacher availability.

Algebra 1
Students will learn about linear equations and graphing linear equations. We
are covering slope-intercept form,
standard form, and point slope form.
Y=mx+b (slope-intercept form) will
drive this class through the next several
chapters. We will make scatter plots
from real data, find the best fit line, and
find the equation of that line. Solving
systems of equations will follow linear
equations.

8th Grade Language Arts is beginning their unit over Civil War topics. During this unit
students will be creating a research presentation, reading historical fiction and nonfiction, writing informative essays, and studying poetry.
Also, our book drive is under-way! Send in all of your gently used novels for us
to use in our classrooms! The class with the most books received wins a prize!

ATTENTION ALL 7TH & 8TH GRADE PARENTS
MONEY FOR COLLEGE IS AVAILABLE!!!!
21ST CENTURY SCHOLARS!!!
There are students who are eligible who will miss out on this
opportunity if you do not complete an application.
COLLEGE IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK!
BE PREPARED!
Your students can get an application from Mrs. Nevils.
If you have questions, please call (260) 467-6532.

8th Grade Students this is your last year to apply!

Physical Education
Parents of students who have Physical Education this semester,
Your son/daughter was given a sheet of paper with guidelines for Physical Education on the first day of the semester. We read through it with them, and then
asked them to take this paper home and show it to you, the parents, so that you
might be able to help them be more prepared for class. It discusses guidelines
for grading, and tells just how important it is for your child to be dressed for P.E.
every day. Just as any other class has homework, we do as well. It is that the student has their clothing here for class every day. Please do what you can to assure
them that they will have their gym clothes at school and in class daily.
Also, your student has been issued a lock and a locker so that they can keep their
gym clothes safe and secure. These will only work if the student actually takes
the time to make sure that their lock is closed up tightly with the gym clothes in
their locker every day before they leave the locker room. Let them know that
clothes may get stolen if the locker is left unlocked or the clothing is left out of the
locker. We do what we can to recover the clothes, but do not always find them.
This can be an expensive lesson for students who may not be very responsible.
PLEASE, speak with your child about handling their lock properly and making
sure it is secure daily!
We are looking forward to your child having a positive experience and being involved in many activities that will help him/her get or stay physically fit. We hope
that your son/daughter is having fun!
Mr. Lee
Mrs. Day

Vocal Department
The vocal department will be very busy as we prepare for
performances. November 23rd all of the choirs will be joining together to perform for the school Veterans Day
celebration. During December the show choir will be hosting a Santa breakfast
on Dec. 3rd. Mark your calendars now for Tuesday, December 13th for the Shawnee Vocal Concert to be held in the school gym. The concert begins at 6:30 P.M.
All choirs will be singing. It will be a great evening of holiday
music!
Santa Breakfast

A special morning for the little ones!

Shawnee Sound Explosion will be hosting a Santa Breakfast on Saturday, December 3rd in the
school cafeteria. Cost is $7.00 per person. Time is 8:30 A.M- 10:00 A.M. Reservations are due
by Wednesday, November 23rd. Santa is making a special trip from the north to spend the
morning with us. Contact Mrs. Boedeker for reservations.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Our Winter Concert is December 12th in the gym at 6:30 pm. Students will need to be at
Shawnee at 5:45 pm for warm-up and attendance. Students need to wear white tops and
black bottoms. Come and here some wonderful music from the band and orchestra students. The Sixth grade our excited to perform for the very first time.

ISSMA Solo and Ensemble

It is not too late to participate in ISSMA Solo and Ensemble contest in February. Forms and
money are due November 28th. See Ms. Mahoney for details.

Veterans Assembly
Our Annual Veterans Assembly will be at 1 pm on November 23. If
you are a veteran or have a family member that is a veteran, please
join us for our assembly. Students will have formal invites for you to
fill out so that we know how many are planning to attend. Thank you
veterans for your Service!

Honey Baked Ham Fundraiser
Hello Shawnee families!
We'd love your help raising funds for Shawnee by purchasing
Honey Baked Ham gift cards.
Whether you own a business and want to give them as holiday gifts
to employees, or want to give them to family and friends, no one
ever says no to Honey Baked Ham products!
Please check out the Shawnee fundraising page: https://honeybakedfundraising.com/
fundraisers/Honey_Baked_Ham
Just copy and paste the link to go to our page. We get 20% of every gift card you purchase.
Happy shopping!
Thanks for your support!

_________ _________________________________________

___________________
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School Improvement Plan Focus Area: Writing

School Improvement Plan Action Steps: All teachers will embed weekly writing
in all classrooms using journaling and/or quick writes with anecdotal feedback.
Mission

Fort Wayne Community School educates all

students to high standards enabling them to
become productive, responsible citizens.

Vision

Fort Wayne Community Schools will be

the school system of choice and a source of
community pride.

Non-discrimination statement: In accordance with federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy,
this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability.

