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Calendar of
Events
December 24 - January 4
No School—Winter Break

Monday, January 7
School reopens

Monday, January 21
No School—MLK Jr. Day

Monday, January 28
Extended Learning Begins

February 6 & 7
Parent Teacher Conferences

Friday, February 8
No School

Thursday, February 14
Donuts with Dad at 7:15am

December 2018

Principal’s Corner
It is so hard to believe that we are coming to the close of the First Semester.
We thank you all for your continued support and partnership. It was wonderful
to see those of you who were able to attend our recent Family Math Carnival
and our Leap Into Learning event for families with students in Grades Pre-K and
Kindergarten. These students had the chance to engage in some good math
thinking while having fun at the carnival and families gained some strategies to
use with their emerging readers.
As you are enjoying the winter vacation with your family, please remember to
have your students continue to read each day for 20 minutes and to practice
their math skills as well. Students can log into DreamBox to work on math skills
and those in Kindergarten through Grade 2 can also log into Ooka Island to
work on reading skills. This time spent learning at home will really help them to
maintain their skills and be ready for the new semester. Communicate with
your child’s teacher for other specific ideas.
February 6 & 7 are the dates set aside for the next round of parent
conferences. Please be on the lookout for sign up sheets which will be sent
right after break. These conferences are vital to your child’s success as they
help us communicate and work as a team. Be sure to call us if you don’t receive
a sign up form by January 11.
Right after break, we will also be sending home invitations to students to
participate in some extended learning sessions which will be held beginning
January 28 on Mondays and Wednesdays. Our extended learning sessions will
include some hands-on science and technology as well as activities that will
strengthen math and reading skills.
Mark your calendars for our next Family Event—Donuts With Dad at 7:15 AM
on February 14. We hope to see you then!
Happy Holidays to all of you—have a peaceful Winter Break!

Notes from the Nurse
It can be very tempting around the holidays to eat poorly. With all the stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, pies,
and so much more…eating healthy isn’t the first thing on our minds. Encourage your children to include
fruits and vegetables as a part of all their meals. If they are going to eat something loaded with carbs,
encourage them to have small portions. Tummy aches can occur when they over eat. Make sure the sweets
are only in moderation. Too many sweets can also cause stomachaches, and increase the risk for cavities.
Brushing your teeth 2-3 times a day, can help prevent dental problems. I hope everyone has a safe,
wonderful holiday season! Becca Kanalos, RN, BSN Study Elementary Clinic # (260) 467-8503
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Classroom News
Kindergarten: Kindergarten just finished the exciting world of wood and paper. In preparation for the upcoming holiday break we are looking at different traditions and holidays
around the world. In math we are tackling those tricky teens.
Grade 1: First grade has been studying Mexico and Nambia in reading. Ask your child
about what they have learned!
Grade 2: Second grade is finishing up their unit in 2 digit subtraction, beginning 3 digit
addition and subtraction. In reading, we have been working on identifying key details locating information in non-fiction text. We have been also working on the skill of compare
and contrast in non-fiction text, and writing out how two places are similar and different.
In science, we are beginning our unit on balance and motion.
Grade 3: Third grade is focusing on learning division strategies and facts in math. In Language Arts, we are reading fables and folktales and comparing and contrasting the lessons
we can learn from them. We will also be writing and performing our own Reader’s Theatres based on a fable or folktale we have read in class.

Coping Skills

Grade 4: Fourth Grade is focusing on determining the theme and point of view of different
types of literature. We are also beginning our venture into fractions, starting with
comparing and ordering them.

More ways to find
out about your
students day:

Grade 5: In 5th grade, we are celebrating a successful JA Biztown trip! In math, are discussing decimal place value. In reading, we have been exploring science fiction and fantasy
texts. In social studies, we have been learning about winter traditions from around the
world!

1. How did you
help someone?
2. When were
you bored ?

Arkkelin: Mrs. Arkkelin’s class is currently working on balance in Science class. It is fun to
explore all the different ways to make things balance. We also helped Mrs. Shelby’s class
make a Gingerbread House that was entered into the Gingerbread Festival.
Shelby: We just finished our field trip to the Gingerbread Festival and History Museum. We
received an award for our house! We enjoyed making it a service project for the History
Museum. We based the gingerbread house project on a series of social skills books we
read. The students enjoyed being a part of this project and we enjoyed Mrs. Arkkelin's
class helping with it.

Counseling Connection

This month we learned about different coping skills we can use when we have strong feelings.
Here are coping strategies you can help your student use at home:

