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Brandon.Basham@fwcs.k12.in.us

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Feb. 2

No School

Feb. 7

Middle School City
Basketball Championship at South
Side HS

Feb. 9

PTA/Staff/Student
Basketball game at
Towles
6:00 pm

Feb. 15

Learn Not to Burn
Fire Safety
Presentation by
FWFD

Feb. 1923

Montessori Week &
Riley Week
Fundraiser

Feb. 22

Math Bowl
Competition

Feb. 23

CANstruction
Talent Show at
Wayne HS 6:00 pm

Feb. 26— ISTEP+ Part 1
March 9
Grades 3-8
Testing is scheduled in
the morning on these
days. If at all possible,
please refrain from
scheduling appointments for your student
during this time.

467-4303
467-4300 February 1, 2018
Climate Survey
Each year FWCS sends out an annual climate
survey. This survey helps each school and the
district evaluate what we are doing well and
what we need to improve. The school climate
survey can be accessed through a personalized
email link sent to parents or through the FWCS
website -click on Your Voice Icon. The survey
closes Feb. 5. Responses are confidential, so
please be honest! Help us become the best
school we can be!
Spelling Bee winner
Our Spelling Bee was very competitive this year.
We went many rounds without any errors.
Makenna Cartwright emerged as our Towles
Spelling Bee Champion. Congratulations to
Makenna and all of our spellers.
Talent Show
The annual CANstruction Talent Show is scheduled for Friday, February 23 at Wayne High
School. This event not only highlights our
many talented students, but it supports our
CANstruction team in their efforts towards another first place finish in a fantastic competition which donates canned goods for the Community Harvest Food Bank. Come enjoy a great
evening.
Basketball games
Our Boys team will compete in the City Championship game on Feb. 7. Good Luck! Go Tigers!
Also, our annual PTA Staff/Student/Parent Basketball game is Friday, Feb. 9.
This event is full of great
fun and sportsmanship.
Come join us!

N E W T E C H N E WS ...
7th Grade LASS Create Folktales for INPR
The seventh grade Language Arts and Social Studies (LASS)
classes partnered with community Partner Northeast Indiana
Public Radio (NIPR). Students learned about the eightfold path
and will incorporate their leaning into writing their own
folktale. The classes will vote for the best folktales which will
grant the top students the opportunity to record at NIPR studios
for a future broadcast!

7th Grade Hold Second Annual Holiday Sweets Soiree
The seventh grade Math and Science (MASC) classes held the second annual Holiday
Sweets Soiree with Bunche Montessori Preschool and Lutheran
Life Villages: Village at Anthony. Students applied their
knowledge of the math and science of baking to create sweet
treats to share with our community partners. On Tuesday, December 19th, the teams presented their baked goods, designed
boxes, and shared books and games with their guests. All participants young and old enjoyed interacting in this wonderful
event.

8th Grade LASS Welcomes Guest Art Teacher: Taylor Replane
The Towles New Tech Middle School eighth grade students joined
guest Art Teacher Taylor Replane in learning to create cover art for
their Celebrating Risk Takers project. 8th graders are studying the risk
taking of the first three United States Presidents. They will utilize their
knowledge and Language Art skills to create original poems, songs, or
plays. Students will present their work in late January.

8th Grade MASC Present Proposals to Science Central
grade Math and Science presented in teams two representatives from Science Central for their interactive periodic table exhibit. The chosen concepts will be refined over the coming months. This culminating product
will be on display at Science Central in early spring.

Study Tables Dates
Mr. McConnell continues to hold weekly Wednesday study tables. Students can stay after
school from 2:45-4:30pm to receive additional help on school-work in any class. Towles
New Tech students must sign-up 24-hours in advance utilizing the sign-up sheet located
at the TNT office. Students should make arrangements to be picked up or take one of the
activity buses home at 4:30pm.
Wednesday, February 7, 2018 - 2:45-4:30pm
Wednesday, February 14, 2018 - 2:45-4:30pm
Wednesday, February 21, 2018 - 2:45-4:30pm
Wednesday, February 28, 2018 - 2:45-4:30pm
Middle School Academic Awards Breakfast
Eighty-five middle school students and their parents attended the Fall Semester Academic
Awards Breakfast. These students were recognized for excellence in Agency, subject area
Knowledge and Thinking, as well as outstanding performance in their Related Arts classes.
Students enjoyed breakfast, recognition ceremony, and a talk from local entrepreneur and
small business owner Paris McFarthing. While addressing the students and guests, Mr.
McFarthing shared his personal recipe for success. All students are encouraged to strive
for academic excellence in order to be an honored guest at our next event. The Spring Semester Academic Awards Breakfast will be held in May.
2018 CANstruction Talent Show
We are happy to announce the third annual CANstruction Talent Show will take place in
the Wayne High School Auditorium, 9100 Winchester Road, on Friday, February 23, 2018
beginning at 6pm!
Pre-order ticket sales will take place through Wednesday, February 21, 2018. Forms will
be sent home early February, can be found on Peachjar emails, and through the form in
the newsletter. There is a $4.00 pre-order price and $5.00 day of ticket price to attend the
talent show. Every paid ticket will include entrance to the show and two voting ballots. Additional voting ballots can be purchased in advanced or during the event for $0.50 or a
canned food donation (1 can = 1 ballot). Children five and under can attend for free. All
talent show participants will get into the talent show for free.
All elementary students, grades 1-6, must be accompanied with an adult to attend the
talent show. Middle School students, grades 7 & 8, may be dropped off, but must be
picked up at the conclusion of the show - approximately 8:00pm. We encourage all students and families to eat dinner prior to attending the talent show, however we will have
concessions available for purchase.
One of the Talent Show awards will be chosen as a People’s Choice Award by the most ballots cast. You may bring your own cans or purchase ballots at the event in order to vote
for the People’s Choice Award! Additional cluster level awards and a grand prize winner
will be determined by a panel of guest judges.

P H Y S I C A L E D U C A T I O N ... M R . Q
Did you know…
According to a 2010 CDC review of 50 studies spanning 23 years, children who are
physically fit and active often do better in the classroom than those who aren't active.
Gym and recess are so important, because it's a great opportunity to have a real impact
on their overall physical activity (Greenlaw).
OTHER PE BENEFITS:
Higher grades. Experts believe that physical activity may help concentration and behavior and improve academic achievement.
Better sleep. Being more active during the day is a great way to help kids sleep better
at night.
Social skills. PE class and recess offer a less-structured time for children to develop social skills.
Lifelong- fitness habits. Physical education classes help kids experience the joys of being active.
Better self-esteem. Being involved in physical activity makes kids feel good and can
help improve their confidence and self-esteem.
Encourage your child to be active and show them that it is fun to exercise and move. PE
is a great way for kids to work together who have different abilities and different interests.
Respectfully,
Mr. Q

M E D I A C E N T E R ... M R . D I E D E R I C H
In honor of Black History month, the 6-9 cluster will have the book "Trombone
Shorty" by Troy Andrews read to them. This unique autobiography has won the Corretta
Scott King Award and is a Caldecott Honor book. The book details the early life of Troy
"Trombone Shorty" Andrews, who got his nickname, because the trombone he played
was twice as large as he was. Mr. Andrews has become influential in the New Orleans
jazz scene by preserving the city's musical heritage.
The 9-12 cluster will be working on making their own non-fiction book. The
books must include a Title, Cover Art, Table of Contents, Glossary, Index, and a picture
with a caption. They must also include a short summary of the book and an author biography. The purpose of this lesson is for the students to understand how to use nonfiction books to efficiently locate information.

CASE MANAGER …

MRS. SMITH

Who: Towles Montessori & TNT Students/Staff Members
What: A fundraiser to benefit The American Heart Association
Where: Towles
Red Out on Friday February 9th!!!!
When: February 5th-9th
Students and Staff wear red to support
Donations Due By: 2/9/18
the mission of the AHA.
For a minimum of $1 donation students will receive a small
“Zoo Crew” animal.
Questions or Concerns: Contact Mrs.
Paige or Mrs. Smith at 467-4300.
Thanks for your support!

Towles Intermediate School will be collecting donations for

Riley Hospital for Children
February 19th-23rd

Your child may dress up for $1.00/day. For Towles to be a Miracle School our goal is for
every child to donate at least $1.00 to Riley.
Monday: Wear your favorite sports team gear
Tuesday: Dress Your Best (Dress Up/Fancy Day)

Wednesday: Wacky Day - wear something
silly/mismatched
Thursday: Pajama Day – wear your favorite Pajamas
Friday: Hat/Hoodie Day
All donations should be sent to the Main Office. Checks
should be made out to Towles.
*All clothing must still meet dress-code requirements*

ART C OR N E R ...M R S . T O Y
We have been working in our sculpture studio which as been long anticipated! The
challenge for this studio is to attach things without using adhesives, it’s been a great way
to stretch and explore different ideas. Once students complete this challenge then they
will start using this knowledge along with other tips to start building and creating out of
our recycled materials. As always, please feel free to send in your recycled materials so
we can create art from them.
The middle school students just started off the new semester and it’s great to get to
know these new artists! The general art class is starting out learning about contour lines
and color schemes while creating self portraits. The art and technology class has started
the stop motion animation unit. I’m excited to share these projects on our Instagram,
YouTube and Artsonia pages once they are complete!
I want to give a HUGE shout out to some of our middle school students who received
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards. Noquisi Guest received a Gold Key for his stop motion,
Sophia Shaw received a Silver Key for her painting and a Honorable Mention for her photo,
Vanessa Bercot received a Silver Key for her painting, Martin Vazquez received a Honorable Mention for his drawing and Amani Xayyachack received two Honorable Mentions for
her drawings. Gabe Hesting then received a Silver Key for his writing piece. These students will be recognized on February 11th and their work will be displayed at the Fort
Wayne Museum of Art from February 10th through April 8th.

Sophia Shaw, 8th Grade

Amani Xayyachack, 8th Grade

Amani Xayyachack, 8th Grade

Martin Vazquez, 8th Grade

Sophia Shaw, 8th Grade

Vanessa Bercot, 7th grade

S P A N I S H ...M R S . S A N C H E Z
Las noticias de la clase de Español - News from Spanish
Class
Hola padres,
We have a new group of MS students this semester learning
Spanish in first period. Our purpose is to use the language
as much as we can in class. These two weeks have been
amazing! The agency and collaboration in our Spanish
class is very good…we definitely had an awesome start!
¡Bravo estudiantes!
Spanish 1, the High School credit class is reviewing basic
phrases/questions/answers, classroom commands and vocabulary that we use every day in class. Our main topic to
review is “La comida” and the conjugation of the verbs
“comer” and “beber”.
My elementary students are learning about verbs and we
are writing and saying sentences using phrases like –Me
gusta…, -No me gusta…, -Quiero…, -Necesito…( I like, I
don’t like, I want, I need). We are also practicing the vocabulary we learned in the first semester (food, clothing, classroom objects, animals and colors) so that we can create
quizzes and presentations online. This is an opportunity
for the students to integrate technology to review the target language.
The elementary Advanced Spanish class is growing in number. We are taking new students this semester! It’s a celebration for us! We have two main goals to achieve this
quarter. One is to incorporate more oral and conversational
activities, we want to speak Spanish! As well as mastering
our writing abilities.

POPCORN
FRIDAYS
2/2
2/9
2/16
2/23

No Popcorn/ No School
Cheese (Pressler’s class)
Regular (Ross’ class)
Caramel (Sturm’s class)

The class noted has been asked to recruit parent volunteers to help with popcorn. If you are interested
in helping, please contact your child’s teacher.

FORT WAYNE
COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
Dr. Wendy Robinson,
Superintendent

Towles Intermediate
Montessori Elementary
& New Tech Middle
School

Tim Captain, Principal
Jennifer Witzigreuter, Asst. Principal
Derek Leininger, New Tech Director
420 East Paulding Road
Fort Wayne, IN 46816
Phone: 467.4300 • Fax: 467.4364
www.fortwayneschools.org
TOWLES Mission
Statement
Towles Montessori Elementary &
New Tech Middle School, through the
Montessori & New Tech philosophies,
develops peaceful world-class citizens
who have an intrinsic love of learning
and a desire for academic excellence.

FWCS Mission
statement
Fort Wayne Community Schools
educates all students to high
standards enabling them to
become productive, responsible
citizens.

Fwcs Vision
statement
Fort Wayne Community Schools
will be the school system of
choice and a source of
community pride.
Non-discrimination statement: In accordance
with federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, age or disability.

