
CURRICULUM, ASSESSMENT & INSTRUCTION 

K-5 English Language Arts Learning Opportunities  
 

 

Kindergarten 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  

Week 1 Phonics 
Review common high-frequency words. Click here for a sample listing of words.  

Work on blending different consonant-vowel-consonant words. Give students different letters to blend 
sounds and create words. Example: /c/ /a/ /t/ makes the word cat.  

 
Looking At Our Natural World  

Talk about the following words with your student:Caterpillar, Egg, Chrysalis, Butterfly 
Talk with your student about the Life Cycle of a Butterfly. For more information, click here.  

Take a nature walk and talk with your student about the things they see. Ask them questions like - what do 
you notice? What are you wondering?  

Talk with your student about the difference between Fiction and Nonfiction text. Fiction is made up and 
Nonfiction is real.  

Read the nonfiction text The Life of a Butterfly. Click here for the text to be read via YouTube. 
Have your student work to write and illustrate their own book about the life cycle of a butterfly, in their own 

words.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sightwords.com/pdfs/word_lists/dolch_kindergarten.pdf
https://www.natgeokids.com/nz/discover/animals/insects/butterfly-life-cycle/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLZHXK4wNq8
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1st Grade  
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  

Week 1 Phonics 
Review common high-frequency words. Click here for a listing of words for 1st grade students. 

Work on blending different words with students to help with reading. 
 

The Natural World 
Ask students about what books can teach us?  

Ask students about what the word schema means? (background knowledge - what we already know) 
Ask students about how schema can help us understand what we read? It can help us infer the meaning of 

the text.  
Read the book Fireflies. Click here for a link to the book being read on YouTube. 

Stop at various points to explain words and phrases the students may not understand. 
Stop on the two pages with sticky notes and talk about the phrase on each page 

“tremble of joy” and “The moonlight and the fireflies swam in my tears.” 
Click on the following videos for more information on inferencing.  

Video 1 - How does the donkey feel at the beginning? How do you know? How does the owner feel in this 
video? How do you know this? How does the owner motivate the donkey? How do you know the donkey is 

motivated? What does the owner feel at the end? Why does he feel this way? Why is this called the 
Stubborn Donkey? How do you know?  

Many times inferences are determined based on what we already know and what the book/video is showing 
us.   

Have your student write their own story about nature that has meaning.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://sightwords.com/pdfs/word_lists/fry_1st_100.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nHXABa21HJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LmAcfO9lyg
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2nd Grade  
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  

Week 1 The Natural World 
Ask your student how they think animals from different environments survive?  

Talk with your student about this question and provide them examples they may not think of on their own. 
Do a nature walk with your student asking them what they notice? Ask them what animals do they think live 

near them? How do they survive?  
Have students write a story about the natural world and/or about an animal they want to know more about? 

Click here for a link where students can look up different information on animals.  
Students could possibly write about 3 different animals they are interested in - How do they survive? Where 

do they live? What is their habitat like? How is this animal different from other animals?     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/
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3rd Grade  
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  

Week 1 Making Choices 
Ask your student - What causes people to react in certain ways? What steps do people take in order to make 

an informed decision/choice?  
Connect these questions to what is going on in our world today.  

Why have people reacted the way that they have?  
Have the students read The Talented Clementine from the literature anthology. Click here for a YouTube 
video where The Talented Clementine is read to the student. Ask your student questions as the story is 

being read. Questions are on the book pages in the video.  
Have your student writing about what happened in The Talented Clementine from the teacher’s perspective. 
Students may also write about a character from another story they have read at home. Have them compare 

characters and write about it.  
 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOS3XGCqVyw
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4th Grade  
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  

Week 1 Exploring Jobs 
Ask your student - what type of jobs are needed to help build a community? Connect this to what is 

happening in our world today.  
Ask your student - How do you decide what job you would like to have in the future?  

Create a list of their likes and dislikes.  
This could include things like games, food, sports, tasks at home, school, classes, etc.  

Then, have students analyze the list of likes - have them write about why they like specific things.  
Have them create a web around the why for their different likes.  

Once this list has been generated, work with your child to talk about different jobs that exude the different 
likes on your student’s list.  

Read different texts/articles on different jobs.  
Have students interview you around their job?  

Write about what their ideal job would be.  
Ask them,  

Is it realistic?  
Could you do this in real life? 

What do you need to do in order to hold this job?  
Why does this job interest you?  
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5th Grade  
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  

Week 1 The Natural World 
Ask your student how are folktales different from other stories? Folktales stem from an oral tradition, passed 

down to the ‘folk’ who told them. Folktales can have a lesson at the end. They are different then fables 
because they feature people as their main characters, but often with a twist.  

Click here to read the story Davey Crockett Saves the World. Have your student answer the questions as 
they read the text online. Either writing them out or having a discussion with you face to face. Other possible 

questions - what makes this a folktale?  
Have your student create their own folktale based on stories they have been told as they have grown up. 

Students should make sure that the Folktale has a lesson at the end and it has a twist.  
 
    

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TynmlTXgInM

