
Connection
the ability to have strong social awareness, giving students the ability to take the perspectives of
others and empathize with people of diverse backgrounds and cultures.

Connection-April

Grade 3-5

Lesson Title Perspective Taking

Well Being Competency Indiana Social and Emotional Learning Competency: Connection
5B. Students demonstrate care and concern for others.
"I build relationships showing care and concern for others."

Before we build the social interaction piece, we have to build the
context. Empathy helps us show care and concern for others. First,
we need to see how we are connected and different.

CASEL Standard: Social-Awareness

Lesson Overview 30 minutes

Objective Perspective-taking
Empathy
Appreciating diversity
Respect for others

Materials PPT Template for Identity Web
Crayons/Markers/Colored Pencils
Blank Paper

Instruction Hook/Guiding Question: Why do people have different
attitudes/points of view about the same situations? (the color green,
the Patriots, mint chocolate chip ice cream)
Anchor Chart: Have students brainstorm about issues that people
might have different points of view.

Engagement :
We all come with our own points of view. Today, we are going to
represent our point of view visually to find connection points
between each other.

Complete Identity Web

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pbyZK-KbW8oLA79CahtipNt_V01wgN4Y76jzULoIG4E/edit?usp=sharing


In the middle of their paper, students will write their name in the
middle of the box.
(Purpose: how are we different? What did we learn about each
other? What do we have in common? Take a moment to add things
that you may have missed to your own web.)

Lesson:
PPT Template for Identity Web
Before students create their identity webs, brainstorm a list of
characteristics that make us who we are. Students will create their
identity webs using suggested categories if needed. (role in family,
hobbies and interests, race, religion, physical characteristics). Give
students time to be creative with their webs.
Once webs are created students share out their maps. Other
students can add to their webs when people finish sharing when
their thinking is prompted.  Encourage students to look for ways in
which they are similar and different from others.

Closure (wrap up): We’re all connected and at the same time, we all
have things about us that make us unique and special. When we see
ways we connect, it’s easier to show empathy because we better
understand each other.

COVID-19 Accommodation N/A

Virtual Accommodation
○ Create a discussion board on the LMS with an SEL

question or basic questions about interests (example:
What kinds of things cause you stress? or What do you
like to do for fun?) Students can respond with their own
post and connect with others by commenting on them.
Can also be adapted to use on flipgrid and students can
comment on each other’s videos.

○ Watch a Pixar short. Choose a character from the video
and talk about how that character is feeling. Kids could
choose different characters and talk about how their
perspectives are different.

■ For the Birds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nYTrIcn4rjg

■ Hair Love

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pbyZK-KbW8oLA79CahtipNt_V01wgN4Y76jzULoIG4E/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nYTrIcn4rjg


■ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNw8V_Fkw2
8

■ How do you think Zuri felt when her hair was still
messy after she and her dad both tried to fix it?

■ Have you ever had an experience like Zuri’s
where you tried to fix something and it just
wouldn’t work? Explain.

■ How do you think Dad felt when his daughter did
not like her hair the first time he did it?

■ Why do you think it was so important to get Zuri’s
hair right?

■ How do you think Mom felt when Zuri handed her
the picture she drew? What emotions can you
see on Mom and Zuri’s faces? What do you think
Mom is thinking?

Alternate Activities Picture Books
- Voices in the Park  (Brown)

Chapter Books
- Harbor Me (Jacqueline Woodson)
- Brown Girl Dreaming (Jacqueline Woodson)
- Swing (Kwame Alexander)
- Ghost (Jason Reynolds)
- Wonder (Palacio)

Activity:
Keep the web and hand them back out when learning about
character traits in books. Students could add deeper thoughts about
who they are and what describes them as they are learning about
words that describe characters (patient, hard working, loyal, kind,
funny).

Activity:
Have each student write an unkind word(s)  in pencil on a small
sheet of paper. Have students erase their word(s). Discuss that even
though they have erased the words, you can still see parts of those
words left behind. Next, have students crumple their papers. Open
the papers up and try to flatten them out. Discuss with students how
even apologizing can often leave marks on our hearts.

Activity: Email

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNw8V_Fkw28
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNw8V_Fkw28


Have students email the teacher making an unkind (but school
appropriate) statement. Tell the students to delete the message they
sent so the students don’t think there isn’t any trace of it. The email is
still accessible to the teacher even if the students “took it back”. Show
the student that even if they take back what they say, the person who
heard it can still access it and remember it.
Take time to explain two things. One, we can’t just take things back
after we say things and expect things to be perfect again. Two, we
can’t undo our digital footprint so what we say on social media when
we’re angry can cause problems for us for years.

Extension:
Snack Attack
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reRcVxAWT1g

Social Stories (different perspectives)
Why do people have different perspectives about the same thing or
situation? Be ready to defend or support your position.

Mint Chocolate chip ice cream is delicious. Why do you think that?

Green is the best color ever! Why do you think that?

Should we have to wear school uniforms?  Why do you think that?

Should people be required to wear masks at school? Why do you
think that?

Do you feel protests are needed to create change? Why do you think
that?

Should illegal immigrants be detained? Why do you think that?

Excerpt from Harbor Me:
Harbor Me, Ch. 2:
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12H_oFVpAqqTpdYpZGuaXI
KSLC5mRPXpvGci0Eql9yWw/edit?usp=sharing

After reading the excerpt, does your thinking change? Does it support
your thinking, change your thinking, or go against your thinking?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reRcVxAWT1g
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12H_oFVpAqqTpdYpZGuaXIKSLC5mRPXpvGci0Eql9yWw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12H_oFVpAqqTpdYpZGuaXIKSLC5mRPXpvGci0Eql9yWw/edit?usp=sharing


How can characters in literature help us grow our empathy, identity, or
perspective?

http://images.randomhouse.com/teachers_guides/9780399252525.pdf

Quick Hitters Wrinkled Heart

Crack a Smile Game: The facilitator should pair participants, taking care to mix
up the groups. The area should be clear enough for pairs to find a spot to stand
facing each other and move easily. Explain to students they will be trying to get
their partner to crack a smile without touching them in anyway! The facilitator
should model how this is done for students. Allow students to participate in the
game.

All are Welcome here-Read aloud

Class Quilt

No Arms, No Legs, No Worries

Connection Web Activity

Identity Map Examples

http://images.randomhouse.com/teachers_guides/9780399252525.pdf
https://nellieedge.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Wrinkled-Heart-Lesson.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwS3FOn4-Ow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jhcxOhIMAQ
https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/sing/session1/220254.shtml





