
Critical Thinking 
the ability to make constructive choices and understand metacognitive strategies to enhance 
learning. Critical thinking skills build responsible decision-making, analytical, and critical inquiry 
skills which are necessary to approach learning from an innovative, creative, multicultural, and 
ethical lens.  
 

Critical Thinking-September 

Grade  PK-2 

Lesson Title  Thinking Outside the Box 

Well Being Competency Indiana Social and Emotional Learning Competency: 
Critical-Thinking 6C. Student analyzes, synthesizes, & evaluates 
the thinking process. "I know how to identify problems and find 
creative and positive solutions to them." CASEL Standard: 
Responsible Decision-Making  

Lesson Overview 30-40 minutes  
 

Objective ● Students will be able to expand their thinking and evaluate the 
thinking of others. 

Materials ● Not A Box by Antoinette Portis: 
https://safeYouTube.net/w/Hj2N or book if available 

● Not a Box drawing Google Slides activity 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10QF79KXCaDXM7Xd
Q2FGF-_6Hd5zaf6q6Ou4gBd2KnsU/copy 

● Box 
● markers/crayons 
● iPads if choosing to do drawing activity using Peardeck with 

video read aloud embedded: 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_npOZkUzqVQOce31
Za5XHaAgousponWbR2IHtTu8sj4/copy 

 

Instruction Engagement (hook) 
 

Show students a box and ask, “What is this?” When students give 
you the obvious answer, “a box,” share with them that we are getting 
ready to listen/watch a video about a bunny who has a box. 
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● Start read aloud of Not a Box using book or video 
https://safeYouTube.net/w/Hj2N 
After a few seconds, see if the students can guess what it 
could be next? What could he be standing on? What could he 
be sitting in? Keep students engaged throughout the video by 
asking prompting questions throughout the video/book, 
brainstorm all the different ways a box can be used. During or 
after reading, compare two pages from the book. Ask students 
what is the same and what is different about both pages (he 
uses a box on both but imagines the box in different ways). 
Reinforce that the bunny adjusts his thinking for his 
imaginative needs. 

● After watching the video/listening to the book, show a box to 
the class. What can they turn it into? If students are struggling 
to come up with ideas, have them act out the ideas in the 
story. Add on to the sequence. First it’s a car. Where will they 
drive? What will they do next? This is great for working on 
pretend play schemes and sequences.  

● Divide the students into eight small groups (depending on the 
number of students). Give each group one of the four pictures 
of the bunny with a box. Each group will brainstorm what 
object the box could be and draw it on their paper. The idea is 
two different groups will have the same bunny with the box 
picture to compare how two different groups thought about 
how to solve the problem. (just make sure you have two 
groups doing the same picture so they can compare and 
discuss). 

● Then have each group share out their thought processes and 
their final solution.  

 
Closure/Wrap Up 

● Engage in conversation around multiple ways to see the same 
thing in different ways.  Remind students that we do not all 
think the same way. 

 
 
Closure (wrap up) 

● Reinforce with students that there is more than one way to 
approach and solve a problem. Remind them that critical 
thinking requires many different skills, such as creativity, 
problem solving, and decision making. 

 

https://safeyoutube.net/w/Hj2N


COVID-19 Accommodation Students can either work individually at desks or they can physically 
distance with a partner.   Give each student an individual set of 
materials. 
 

 

Virtual Accommodation Use Pear Deck within Google Slides to illustrate their idea for what 
the box really is. 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_npOZkUzqVQOce31Za5X
HaAgousponWbR2IHtTu8sj4/copy 
 
 

Alternative Activities ● What Can You Build? 
○  Stacking boxes requires planning so that structures 

don’t collapse. Allow children to experiment with a variety 
of size boxes and learn through failure.  

○ Materials:  A variety of size boxes 
○ Directions:  Put the boxes out and allow children to build 

whatever they want.  Be sure to allow for plenty of time of 
self-discovery. Celebrate when towers collapse and 
celebrate when structures stand tall.  

○ Questions:  What types of boxes are best to use on the 
bottom? Why?  What did you build? How does it work?  

○ Extension:  Build a mountain to correspond with the 
second imaginative use of a box in Not a Box. 

● Comparing Size 
○ Young kids can start learning about size differences. Be 

sure to use words like: smaller, smallest, bigger, largest, 
etc. Talking about sizes is an early math skill. Materials: 
At least two different size boxes  A collection of objects 
that will fill the larger box (a bunch of stuffed animals, a 
stack of books, toy balls, etc.)  

○ Directions:  Before doing anything else with the boxes, 
talk about them. Which one is bigger? Which one is 
taller?  Talk about which one will hold more stuffed 
animals, books, balls, etc. Why do you think that?  Fill 
one box with objects. Count how many that box holds. 
Fill the other box with objects. Count how many that box 
holds.  Which one held more? Were you correct in which 
one you thought would hold more?  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_npOZkUzqVQOce31Za5XHaAgousponWbR2IHtTu8sj4/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_npOZkUzqVQOce31Za5XHaAgousponWbR2IHtTu8sj4/copy


○ Extension:  If possible, find two boxes that hold the same 
volume but have different dimensions. You might find 
one that is short and wide and another that is tall and 
thin. Talk about which one is “bigger.” Many kids may 
say that the taller box is bigger. Experiment with the 
boxes to see if one holds more objects than the other. 
This could get interesting because the tall and thin box 
might not be able to fit a large elephant stuffed animal 
whereas the short and wide one can.  This activity can 
also be done with two pieces of “tupperware” that hold 
the same volume but have different shapes. You can 
demonstrate how they both hold the same amount of 
water.  Use four of more boxes of varying sizes. Put the 
boxes in order from shortest to tallest and smallest to 
biggest.  

● This Is Not A….  
○ Why do boxes get to have all the fun? Encourage 

creativity by pretending that all sorts of objects are 
something else.  

○ Materials:  Anything you want Directions:  Pretend 
everything is something it is not.  

■ Examples: This is not a book. It’s a giant clam 
that ate a bunch of paper.  

■ This is not a crayon. It’s a worm that throws up 
color.  

■ This is not the floor. It is lava!  
■ This is not a blanket. It is a superhero cape.  
■ This is not a ball. It is a marble for a giant.  
■ This is not a sticker. It is a magic shield that 

protects my clothes from getting dirty.  
○ Everything can be anything!  

 

 


